
Receive the latest government law updates at 
this year’s spring forum. Learn about Oregon 
water law foundations, new administration 
frictions, and traversing the complex urban 
renewal legal landscape. Delve into the evolving 
legal framework between local government and 
federal immigration authorities. Receive practical 
advice and legal tips for navigating the impacts 
of federal immigration actions. Explore emerging 
issues in public sector bargaining and review your 
requirements for mandatory abuse reporting.

Government Law Section members save $20 
off registration rates.

Special thanks to the Government Law Section for 
sponsoring lunch for all in-person attendees.

Government Law Spring Forum 2026
Cosponsored by the Government Law Section
Register at www.osbar.org/seminars (search for GOV26)

Friday, April 24, 2026
8:55 a.m.–4:30 p.m. PDT
Oregon State Bar Center
16037 SW Upper Boones Ferry Rd., Tigard 
or Via Live Webcast

CLE credits: 5 General and 
1 Abuse Reporting

MCLE ID #: 131576

In-Person Event
$125	 ONLD member
$180 	 Government Law Section member
$200	 OSB licensee
$210 	 Non-OSB licensee
$0 	 Box lunch
Lunch and electronic materials are included with 
your registration.

Live Webcast
$125	 ONLD member
$180 	 Government Law Section member
$200	 OSB licensee
$210 	 Non-OSB licensee
Webcast registration includes online access 
to the recorded seminar for 60 days after the 
event. Electronic materials are included with your 
registration.
Closed captions available

50-Year and Active Pro Bono OSB licensees and 
Oregon judges and their lawyer staff – please call the 
OSB CLE Service Center at (503) 431-6413 or (800) 
452-8260, ext. 413 to register for the seminars.

Questions or need help with registration?

Call or email the OSB CLE Service Center: 
(503) 431-6413 or (800) 452-8260, ext. 413, or 
cle@osbar.org

Register now at www.osbar.org/seminars 
(search for GOV26)

© 2026 Oregon State Bar      Unauthorized recording of CLE seminars is prohibited.



Schedule

8:15	 Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:55	 Welcome
Haley Percell, Government Law Section Chair, 
Oregon School Board Association, Salem

9:00 	 Oregon Water Law: Foundations and New 
Administrative Frictions
•	 Foundational principles of Oregon municipal 

water law, including the prior appropriation 
doctrine and the core legal structures 
governing city water systems

•	 Key administrative and regulatory 
developments at OWRD, focusing on how 
new groundwater permitting rules and ongoing 
rulemaking affect municipal water supply 
planning, permitting, and long‑term resource 
strategy

Leah Cogan, GSI Water Solutions Inc., Corvallis

10:00	 Transition Break

10:05	 Urban Renewal: Navigating Formation, 
Operation, and Closing
•	 A comprehensive legal roadmap on the 

lifespan of an urban renewal agency
•	 The mechanics of relevant financing tools, like 

Tax Increment Financing (TIF), and how they 
function within urban renewal agencies

Josh Soper, Beery Elsner Hammond LLP, 
Portland

11:05	 Break

11:15	 The Evolving Legal Framework Between 
Local Governments and Federal Immigration 
Authorities
•	 Technical analysis of the statutory and 

constitutional boundaries that define how 
local entities interact with federal enforcement 
agencies

•	 Various legal disputes around the country 
and how they may impact the actions local 
governments in Oregon may take

Erin Dawson, Markowitz Herbold PC, Portland
Anit Jindal, Markowitz Herbold PC, Portland

12:15	 Networking Lunch (included with registration)

1:15 	 Practical Advice and Legal Tips for Navigating 
the Impacts of Federal Immigration Actions
•	 Practical tips and real-world experience from 

veteran government attorneys on navigating 
the legal, operational, and political challenges 
triggered by federal immigration enforcement 
actions 

•	 Collaborative dialogue among participants, 
recognizing that this rapidly evolving 
area requires shared insights, collective 
problem‑solving, and learning from one 
another’s experiences

Haley Percell, Oregon School Board 
Association, Salem
Laura Westmeyer, Cable Huston LLP, Portland
Grace Wong, City of Beaverton, Beaverton

2:15	 Transition

2:20	 Public Sector Bargaining–Emerging Issues 
and Trends for Government Lawyers
•	 Essential updates on public sector labor law in 

Oregon
•	 Emerging trends
•	 What to expect at the 2026 union bargaining 

tables—and the strategies that position you for 
successful negotiations

Neil Taylor, Local Government Law Group PC, 
Eugene
Mark Wolf, Local Government Law Group PC, 
Eugene

3:20	 Transition Break

3:25	 Mandatory Abuse Reporting for Oregon’s 
Government Lawyers
•	 Oregon’s mandatory reporting statutes and 

their function
•	 How abuse or neglect may present
•	 Understanding the intersection between 

mandated reporting requirements and an 
attorney’s obligations under the Oregon Rules 
of Professional Conduct

Linn Davis, Oregon State Bar, Tigard

4:25	 Closing Remarks
Haley Percell, Government Law Section Chair, 
Oregon School Board Association, Salem

4:30	 Adjourn
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Planning Committee
Emily Guimont, Beery Elsner Hammond LLP, Portland

Patricia Mulvihill, League of Oregon Cities, Salem

Laura Westmeyer, Cable Huston LLP, Portland

General Information 
Cancellations: Cancellation requests must be received 
at least 72 hours prior to the date of the seminar to 
qualify for a refund. Refunds are subject to a $25 
cancellation fee. To cancel, please call the OSB CLE 
Service Center at (503) 431-6413 or (800) 452-8260, ext. 
413.

Tuition Assistance: Legal employer- or income-based 
tuition assistance may be available. Please email (cle@
osbar.org) or call the OSB CLE Service Center at (503) 
431-6413 or (800) 452-8260, ext. 413 with a brief 
explanation of need no later than one (1) week prior to 
the CLE event date.

Dietary Restrictions or Accessibility 
Accommodations: Please call (503) 431-6375 or (800) 
452-8260, ext. 375, at least 72 hours before the date of 
the seminar.

Hotel Accommodations: Discounted rates are available 
at The Grand Hotel at Bridgeport, 7265 SW Hazel Fern 
Rd., Tigard, OR 97224. Call 503-968- 5757 / toll free 
1-866-968-5757 and reference the Oregon State Bar rate 
or click here to reserve online.

Products 
GOV26.CD

Audio CDs with electronic materials....................... $200

This seminar will be available on-demand after the live 
program. Please visit www.osbar.org/seminars and 
search for GOV26. On-demand access is available for 60 
days after the date of purchase.
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Tuesday Talks: Legal Ethics Webcast Series (TT26)
•	 March 17: Taylor Swift is a Genius—Even 

About Legal Ethics 
TSE26

•	 March 24: 
Eight Reasons Movie and TV Lawyers Would 
be Disciplined 
TMTV26

April 17–18
39th Annual NW Bankruptcy Institute

NWB26

Register now at www.osbar.org/seminars  
and search by program code.

Upcoming Seminars


