
Supervised Practice Portfolio Examination (SPPE): 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

The Supervised Practice Portfolio Examination (SPPE) is a new pathway to becoming a licensed attorney 

in Oregon in addition to the traditional bar exam. The SPPE was approved by the Oregon Supreme Court 

in November 2023 and will be an option for graduating law students beginning in May 2024.  

Why is Oregon offering this new model of bar examination?  

This apprenticeship model addresses a longstanding interest in an examination that emphasizes the 

practical skills and knowledge most needed by new lawyers in their first three years of practice.  

The foremost guiding principle in program development is to ensure that the new examination 

protects legal consumers by adequately measuring applicants’ competence to practice law while 

reducing unnecessary or inequitable barriers to licensure. 

How will the new SPPE assess applicants for competence? 

Applicants will be required to complete a minimum of 675 hours of legal work under the supervision 

of a licensed Oregon attorney. They will also be required to:  

▪ Submit at least eight pieces of written legal work product;  

▪ Conduct at least two negotiations, and two client interviews or counseling sessions, with 

supervising attorneys submitting written assessment of this work. 

▪ Complete additional learning covering legal ethics, access to justice, and diversity, equity and 

inclusion; and a comprehensive “Learning the Ropes” CLE program. 

Applicants will complete all requirements and submit a portfolio of work and program components 

to the Oregon Board of Bar Examiners for review of minimum competency. 

What other consumer protections will be in place?  

Participants must have graduated from an ABA-accredited law school and must carry malpractice 

insurance coverage. The BBX will conduct a comprehensive Character and Fitness Review, identical to 

that required of all applicants to the Oregon State Bar. Applicants will be required to comply with the 

Oregon Rules of Professional Conduct. 

Will Oregon continue to offer the traditional bar exam? 

Yes. Oregon will still administer the Uniform Bar Exam (UBE), which provides an exam score that is 

portable to many other U.S. jurisdictions. The UBE will continue to be offered twice per year. 

More information is available at www.osbar.org/SPPE  


