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Supervised Practice Portfolio Examination (SPPE)
Professional Responsibility Journaling Option

SPPE Rule 6.7 allows Provisional Licensees to demonstrate their competence in
Professional Responsibility in either of two ways: (1) By achieving a score of at least 85 on
the Multistate Professional Responsibility Exam (MPRE), or (2) completing a set of 10
journal entries devoted to professional responsibility or professionalism that are scored by
the Board of Bar Examiners (BBX). Only Provisional Licensees who have passed a law
school course on Professional Responsibility are eligible for the second option.

SPPE Rule 6.7 includes these provisions governing the second option:

(a) Each entry should describe a lawyering situation that raises an issue of
professional responsibility, identify relevant Oregon Rules of Professional Conduct
and other sources, analyze the issue, and offer a conclusion. Conclusions may, if
appropriate, note that resolution of the issue is unclear or disputed.

(b) The journal entries should discuss rules drawn from at least 5 of the 8 chapters of
the Oregon Rules of Professional Conduct.

(c) Provisional Licensees may discuss the issues they write about with colleagues,
the State Bar’s Legal Ethics Hotline, and other sources. The State Bar encourages
this type of discussion and consultation for all lawyers.

The rule concludes by providing: “An Examiner will independently assess the content of the
journalentries....”

On June 28, 2024, the Board adopted the following regulations to provide further guidance
to Provisional Licensees pursuing the journaling option:

Supplemental Regulations for Journaling Option

1. Provisional Licensees must use the template developed by the Board of Bar Examiners
(“Board”) to record journal entries.

2. Eachjournal entry must contain at least 600 words (including the words in the template
headings and instructions), but no journal entry may exceed 1200 words. For
convenience in calculation, these counts include the headings and instructions
included on the template.

3. Provisional Licensees may write about any lawyering situation they experienced or
observed personally, including experiences and observations that occurred while in law
school. Law school experiences may derive from simulations. Provisional Licensees
may not write about situations portrayed in books, movies, podcasts, or other media.
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Provisional Licensees may use Al to research and write their journal entries, but (a) that
use must respect client confidentiality and other ethical constraints, and (b) the
Provisional Licensee must explain how they used Al in response to the “Research and
Consultation” prompt on the template.

Provisional Licensees must redact entries to remove any information that would identify
any lawyer, other individual, or client matter. They should follow the redaction
guidelines provided for other written work submitted to the Board. In addition, for these
journal entries, Provisional Licensees should refer to their Supervising Attorney as
simply “an attorney.” Provisional Licensees should similarly attempt to protect the
identity of other attorneys, although they may use generic phrases like “opposing
counsel,” “defense attorney,” or “prosecuting attorney” as necessary to clarify an
attorney’s role with respect to the lawyering situation.

Provisional Licensees must properly protect client interests in any discussion with a
lawyer outside the circle of attorney-client privilege.

Provisional Licensees may submit individual entries for assessment, and Examiners will
score each entry. If an Examiner marks an entry as unqualified, the Provisional Licensee
may submit a replacement entry. The replacement, however, must discuss a hew
lawyering situation. The Provisional Licensee may not edit the unqualified entry and
resubmit it.

. When a Provisional Licensee submits their final entry (or entries), they must also
submit a completed Journal Table of Contents. That Table must document that the
Provisional Licensee has discussed rules from at least 5 of the 8 chapters of the Oregon
Rules of Professional Conduct.

These regulations supplement the provisions of SPPE Rule 6.7. The latter provisions
fully govern all journal entries submitted to fulfill this requirement.



