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Supervised Practice Portfolio Examination 

(SPPE)Regulations for Portfolio Submission and Grading 

SPPE Rules 7.3 and 8.2 require the Board of Bar Examiners to publish regulations “for 

submission and review of [interim and Final] Portfolios that ensure frequent and regular 

opportunities for Provisional Licensees to submit [those] Portfolios and receive timely 

results and feedback.” 

In addition, SPPE Rule 9.1 requires the Board to publish regulations “for review and grading 

of Portfolios that follow best practices, account for bias, and address conflicts (Section 

13). Those [regulations] will ensure that multiple Examiners participate over time in grading 

components of each Provisional Licensee’s Portfolio. If practicable, at least two Examiners 

will grade each piece of written work product (Rule 6.4) included in a Portfolio.” 

On June 28, 2024, the Board approved a set of regulations to meet those requirements. 
Those regulations have been amended several times, most recently on August 21, 2025. 

 
Regulations for Submission and Grading of SPPE Portfolios 

1. These regulations supplement the Oregon Supervised Practice Portfolio Examination 

Rules of May 15, 2024 (“SPPE Rules”), as required by Rules 7.3, 8.2, and 9.1 of those 

rules. The definitions in Rule 1.2 of the SPPE Rules govern these supplemental 

regulations. 

2. Provisional Licensees will submit written work product (SPPE Rule 6.4), documentation 

of client interactions (SPPE Rule 6.5), and documentation of negotiation skills (SPPE 

Rule 6.6) through the SPPE Exam Portal.  

3. The Board of Bar Examiners will score materials submitted through the SPPE Exam 

Portal during scheduled grading sessions. These sessions will occur at least four times 

per year. 

4. The Board will announce the schedule of grading sessions for the calendar year, 

together with projected release dates for work product graded during each session, 

by December 1 of the previous year.  

5. Provisional Licensees may submit materials for grading at their convenience.  

(a) Submissions for each grading session will be accepted on a first-come, first-served 

basis. When the number of submissions reaches the maximum number of 

materials that graders can fairly assess during a grading session, the Admissions 

Department will announce the close of that grading session and the opening of 

the subsequent grading session.  

(b) Materials accepted for a grading session will be considered a “portfolio” under the 

SPPE rules. 
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6. As the Admissions Department receives submissions, it will review those submissions for 
redaction errors, failure to identify conflicts of interest, and other errors that would prevent 
the submission from being graded. The Department will defer any noncompliant 
submissions and notify the Provisional Licensee that the submission has been deferred. The 
Provisional Licensee may correct the errors and submit the corrected material. 

(a) The Department will conduct these reviews only as permitted by the Department’s 
workload. Provisional Licensees are expected to submit materials that comply with all 
SPPE rules and regulations. 

(b) If a Provisional Licensee submits a corrected work product, that work product will carry 
a new submission date. The corrected work product will not be backdated to the 
original submission date. 

7. Under SPPE Rules 7.1 and 8.1, Provisional Licensees must submit at least one interim 
portfolio (the “Halfway Portfolio”) as well as a final portfolio. Provisional Licensees, 
therefore, must participate in at least two grading sessions before becoming licensed. 

(a) Provisional Licensees may submit no more than six pieces of work product (including 
writings, documentation of negotiation skills, and documentation of client interactions) 
in their first interim portfolio. 

(b) SPPE Rule 7.1 requires Provisional Licensees to submit their Halfway Portfolio “after 
completing 350 hours of Program work.” Provisional Licensees must comply with that 
requirement, but they need not submit the Halfway Portfolio immediately after 
reaching 350 hours.  

8. During each grading session: 

(a) The Examiners will calibrate their scoring of written work product using sample 
work product. 

(b) The Admissions Department will assign written work product, materials 

documenting client interactions, and materials documenting negotiation skills to 

Examiners. Assignments will account for any conflict information supplied by 

Supervising Attorneys. 

(c) Examiners will grade all materials using the previously published rubrics. 

(d) If reasonably possible, at least two Examiners will grade each piece of written work 

product. 

9. Provisional Licensees will receive scores and feedback on written work product, client 

interactions, and negotiation skills as close as possible to the projected grade release 

dates. Scores and feedback will appear in the SPPE Exam Portal. 

10. Provisional Licensees will submit all other portfolio materials through the existing 

Application Portal. Those materials are: 

(a) Learning plans (SPPE Rule 6.2); 

(b) Evidence of competence in professional responsibility (SPPE Rule 6.7); 
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(c) Documentation of activities related to diversity, equity, inclusion, or access to 

justice (SPPE Rule 6.8); 

(d) Documentation of completion of practice overview MCLE (SPPE Rule 6.9) on a 

learning plan; and 

(e) Timesheets (SPPE Rule 6.1). 

11. Admissions Department staff will score Learning plans (SPPE Rule 6.2); 

Documentation of activities related to diversity, equity, inclusion, or access to justice 

(SPPE Rule 6.8); Documentation of completion of practice overview MCLE (SPPE Rule 

6.9); and Timesheets using rubrics approved by the Board or instructions from the 

Board. Admissions Department staff will also document submission of a qualifying 

MPRE score (SPPE Rule 6.7(A)(1). Professional Responsibility journal entries 

submitted under Rule 6.7(A)(2) will be graded by an Examiner using rubrics approved 

by the Board.  

12.  SPPE Rule 6.4(D) imposes requirements on Provisional Licensees who use “a template, 
form, or artificial intelligence composition as the foundation for their work product.” Under 
that provision, Provisional Licensees must submit relevant portions of any secondary source 
from which they borrowed language related to the issues, legal rules, facts, or other 
substantive discussions in their writing.  

(a) If a Provisional Licensee used more than one source in this manner, they should 
combine the relevant portions of those sources into a single PDF and upload the PDF as 
their “foundation document.” 

(b) Secondary sources include books, articles, websites, MCLE materials, work product 
created by other individuals within the Provisional Licensee’s organization, work product 
created by individuals at other organizations, and similar materials—regardless of 
whether the source is publicly available. 

(c) Secondary sources do not include statutes, court opinions, or other primary sources of 
legal authority. Provisional licensees may quote these materials in their writings without 
attaching them as foundation documents. 

(d) A source that simply provides the structure or standard format for a writing, such as a 
template for an office memo or appellate brief, does not provide language used in a 
“substantive discussion” and need not be submitted as a foundation document. 
Similarly, standardized introductory or concluding sections of a writing (including 
jurisdictional statements) do not need to be submitted as foundation documents. 

(e)  Provisional Licensees should not upload large sets of materials as foundation 
documents. Instead, they should upload only the segments of those materials that 
contributed language to their writing. Graders should be able to compare the 
foundation document(s) easily with the Provisional Licensee’s writing. Graders will 
assess both the edits made by the Provisional Licensee and the skill and knowledge used  
by the Provisional Licensee in selecting appropriate template language to apply to the 
legal matter being addressed.  
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(f)  This regulation clarifies the sources that Provisional Licensees should provide as 
foundation documents. It does not eliminate any of the requirements related to 
foundation documents and written work product included in SPPE Rule 6.4. 

 


