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The next SPPE grading session will occur in January 2026. The Board of Bar Examiners (BBX) 
has made two important changes in the regulations governing submissions for January and 
future grading sessions. Please read this email carefully so that you will understand those 
changes. 

The Admissions Department continues to receive many submissions that are not properly 
redacted, omit conflict information, or suKer from other submission flaws. Reviewing and 
deferring these submissions absorbs substantial staK time and frustrates candidates 
whose work is deferred. Records show that these flaws are particularly common when 
candidates submit twelve pieces of work product for their first grading session. Without 
feedback on a smaller group of submissions, candidates are particularly likely to make 
mistakes. 

Starting in January 2026, therefore, candidates may submit no more than six pieces of 
work product the first time they participate in a grading session. This will not impede 
completion of the pathway because all candidates must participate in at least two grading 
sessions before becoming licensed. By providing feedback on a smaller number of initial 
submissions, the Department hopes to improve the experience for everyone. 

In addition, we have noticed that the submission deadlines appear to encourage 
candidates to rush to submit work immediately preceding the deadline. This burdens both 
Admissions staK and BBX graders to eKiciently process a large volume of work product in a 
short time period, and can also frustrate candidates.  

Going forward, therefore, the Admissions Department will not set submission deadlines for 
grading periods. Instead, it will accept submissions on a rolling basis. Once the 
Department has accepted as many submissions as graders can reasonably review during 
the grading session, it will announce that submissions for that grading session are closed—
and will begin accepting submissions for the next grading session. 

One advantage of this rolling submission model, is that deferred work product will be 
eligible for resubmission as soon as it is corrected. If resubmission is accomplished prior 
to the grading session closing, it may be graded within the same grading session.  

We hope that these rules will make the submission process run as smoothly and eKiciently 
as possible. 


