
Examiner Rubric for Professional Responsibility Journal Entries 

 Working Towards Minimum 
Competence 

Has Achieved Minimum 
Competence 

Lawyering 
Situation 

The description is vague or 
incomplete; the reader has 
difficulty understanding it. 

The entry describes a situation with 
enough detail that the reader can 
understand it. 

PR or 
Professionalism 
Issues 

None of the issues articulated 
by the entry relate to the 
lawyering situation. 

The entry articulates at least one PR 
or professionalism issue related to 
the situation. 

Research and 
Consultation 

The entry does not identify any 
avenues of research or 
consultation. 

The entry identifies at least one 
avenue of research or consultation 
that the writer pursued. 

Relevant Rules 
or Other 
Sources 

The entry does not cite any 
relevant rules or other sources; 
any that are listed do not relate 
to the articulated issue(s). 

The entry cites at least one rule, 
advisory opinion, or other source 
related to each articulated issue. If 
the entry indicates that the writer 
could not find an applicable rule or 
source, they have not overlooked an 
obviously relevant rule. 

Accurate 
Statement of 
Written Sources 

The entry misstates one or 
more rules, contents of ethics 
opinions, or contents of other 
written sources. 

The entry accurately states the 
rule(s), contents of ethics opinions, 
or contents of other written sources 
relied upon. 

Analysis The analysis fails to apply the 
identified rules or other 
sources to one or more of the 
articulated issues. 

The analysis applies the identified 
rules or other sources to all 
articulated issue(s) in the lawyering 
situation. 

Conclusions The entry fails to offer a 
reasonable conclusion for one 
or more identified issues. 

The entry offers a reasonable 
conclusion for each identified issue. 

Concrete Steps 
for the Future 

The entry fails to identify any 
concrete steps for the future. 

The entry describes at least one 
concrete step for the future, although 
it need not describe a concrete step 
for each identified issue. 

Organization The responses to several 
prompts are disorganized. 

The responses to most prompts are 
well organized, although one might 
benefit from better organization. 

Grammar and 
Spelling 

The entry contains multiple 
spelling and grammatical 
errors. 

The entry is mostly free of spelling 
and grammatical errors 

 

Continued on Reverse 



Comments by Examiner: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is this entry qualified? An entry is “qualified” if all elements are marked “has achieved minimum 
competence.”  

 

Yes: __________________________________   No: ___________________________________ 

 

Provisional Licensee’s SPPE Number: ________ Date: __________________________________ 
 

 

 

 


