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Oregon Supervised Practice Portfolio Examination
Grader Feedback on Writings

Graders provided individualized feedback on most writings submitted for the first SPPE
grading session in August 2024. This handout builds on that feedback by summarizing
feedback that graders thought all Provisional Licensees would find helpful.

Graders were impressed with the overall quality of the written submissions, as well as their
variety. Provisional Licensees are succeeding in a wide variety of practice areas. Following
the tipsinthis handout will enhance that success by allowing you to choose the best writings
for graders to review—and to present those writings in the best way.

Choosing Writings

Lawyers produce many types of writings in their practice, but only some are appropriate for
SPPE submission. Choose documents that demonstrate your legal analysis:

e Writings should demonstrate your knowledge of legal rules and your ability to
apply those rules to a client matter.

e Before submitting a writing, apply the Examiner rubric to it. Will the grader be able
to evaluate all the listed criteria in your writing? If not, choose a different writing.

e Do not submit scheduling notices, letters closing a case file, and other
administrative documents—unless those documents also include substantive
discussion of a legal issue.

e There is no minimum word count for shorter writings, but you are very unlikely to
demonstrate competent legal analysis in less than 350 words. Apply that
guideline to writings you are considering (including to the count of customized
words in a templated document) and consider carefully whether shorter
documents demonstrate competence on each of the rubric criteria.

e You may submit work product that analyzes a new statute, case, or other legal
development, but be sure that the work product features analysis rather than just
description. How will the new legal development affect your clients or practice? A
significant portion of the document should offer your analysis.

e Be sure that your document includes sufficient analysis of legal issues arising
under Oregon or federal law. The document may include references to the law of
other states, but the graders will only assess your knowledge and application of
Oregon or federal law.

Cover Sheets

You should answer all questions on the cover sheet, but the most important question is the
third one: the context for the document. Graders rely heavily on those descriptions, so give
the grader enough information for them to understand the purpose of the document.
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Conversely, if you identify a particular purpose on the cover sheet, be sure that your
document serves that purpose.

Work that has insufficient background provided to be adequately assessed will be rejected.
Keep in mind that work product which received any feedback through the grading process,
including work which has been rejected on this basis, will not be eligible for resubmission.

Choose the Correct Category of Writing

When you submit a writing, you must identify the writing as either a “Document with the
Force of Law” or “All Other Documents.” The first category refers to writings like contracts,
leases, or settlement agreements. Most documents belong in the second, “All Other,”
category, which includes memos, letters, emails, and many other types of legal writing. It is
important to choose the correct category because that affects the rubric that the grader will
apply to your document.

The “Force of Law” category can be confusing to judicial clerks who submit a draft opinion
or judicial order for assessment. Those documents do have the “force of law” once they are
published, but they are not agreements with the force of law—Ilike contracts, leases, or
settlement agreements. Please use the “All Other Documents” category for draft judicial
opinions or orders.

If in doubt, try applying the Examiner rubrics for these two categories to your work product.
Both rubrics are available on the website. Applying the rubrics to your work product should
clarify which rubric best applies to your document—and you should choose that category
when submitting the document.

Other Notes

If you refer to an exhibit in a writing, please include the exhibit. Otherwise, graders may be
unable to adequately assess your work product and may reject it on that basis. If you cannot
include the exhibit for some reason (e.g., because itis confidential), explain that on the cover
sheet and note what type of information is in the exhibit.

Conclusion

The graders look forward to reviewing more work product during the next grading session.
Congratulations on your work so far, and best wishes going forward!



