Seeking Public Comment on Licensed Paralegal Rule Amendments

The Oregon State Bar invites comment on proposed amendments to the Rules for Licensing
Paralegals (RLPs), which govern the licensing and scope of practice of Oregon Licensed
Paralegals (LPs). The amendments are intended to clarify existing rules, address questions that
have arisen as the program developed, and provide added guidance about the scope of legal
services that LPs may provide. If approved, the OSB will forward the proposed amendments to
the Oregon Supreme Court for consideration. More information is here. Please share your
comments at feedback@osbar.org by September 22, 2026.

Seeking Public Comment on Licensed Paralegal Rule Amendments

The Oregon State Bar invites comment on proposed amendments to the Rules for Licensing
Paralegals (RLPs), which govern the licensing and scope of practice of Oregon Licensed
Paralegals (LPs). The amendments seek to clarify existing rules, address questions that have
arisen as the program developed, and provide added guidance about the scope of legal services
that LPs may provide. If approved, the OSB will forward the proposed amendments to the
Oregon Supreme Court for consideration.

The amendments would clarify several aspects of an LP’s permitted scope of practice. In family
law , the amendments would clarify that LPs may assist with changes of name or sex and
remedial contempt proceedings, while continuing to exclude disestablishment of parentage
from their authorized practice (Rule 1.1). They would also expressly permit LPs to represent
clients in administrative child-support hearings (Rule 11.1(a)(10)). In addition, the proposed
amendments would provide a more detailed description of what LPs may do when appearing
with clients at hearings, while maintaining existing limitations relating to the presentation and
handling of evidence in court (Rule 11.1(a)(10)(A) and (B)).

Another proposed amendment would allow LPs to directly represent a party in a residential FED
case, with the exception of appeals of judgments. This provision is similar to the current FED
statute allowing plaintiffs in FED cases to be represented by non-attorneys who are employees
of the plaintiff.

A separate proposed amendment would clarify requirements for LP applicants seeking testing
or licensing accommodations, including the importance of submitting accommodation requests
by the applicable deadline (Rule 6.5). These proposed changes are part of the Bar’s continuing
review of the LP Program and its effort to identify areas where the rules may require greater
clarity as the program develops.


mailto:feedback@osbar.org

The Bar invites comments from LPs, lawyers, the public, and others regarding the proposed

amendments and whether they provide appropriate and understandable guidance concerning
the services LPs may provide.

Please share your input at feedback@osbar.org by September 22, 2026.



mailto:feedback@osbar.org

11

U]

Definitions

“Family law,” for purposes of a Family Law Endorsed Scope of Practice, means
dissolution of marriage, separation, annulment, custody, parenting time, child support,
spousal support, modifications, change of name or sex, contempt seeking punitive

sanctions, and establishment but not disestablishment of parentage.

6.5 Testing Accommodations for Entry Exam; Assessment; Opportunity to Appeal

(d)

An applicant must file a timely and complete accommodation request using the forms
prescribed by the Committee. The filing deadlines for requests shall be the same date
as the application deadline., Requests received after the filing deadline will still be

Y

considered; however, approval of requests submitted after the deadline is subject to
resource availability.

11.1 Family Law Endorsed Licensed Paralegals - Scope of Practice

(a)

Within the Scope of Practice of Endorsed Licensed Paralegals: Licensed Paralegals
endorsed in Family Law may engage in the following tasks in the course of representing
or potentially representing Family Law clients, so long as such tasks pertain to an area
of law within the definition of Family Law set out in RPL 1.1, are not (except for
referrals) occurring in matters prohibited by RLP 11.1(b), and such representation
would not otherwise violate any provision of the Rules of Professional Conduct for
Licensed Paralegals:

(10)  Attend court or child support administrative appearances to provide support
and assistance in Family Law _matters. This client support includes

(A) At judicial hearings, standing or sitting at counsel table (or the virtual <
equivalent for remote hearings); communicating with the client during the
appearance; making statements other than evidentiary objections or
responses to such objections; making offers of proof; making factual and

legal argument and objections other than evidentiary ones; answering
questions posed by the court and addressing the court; taking notes; and
assisting the client in understanding the proceeding and relevant orders. At
these hearings, a Licensed Paralegal may not_make evidentiary objections,

offer exhibits, or question witnesses.

(B) At administrative hearings regarding child support when such hearings
are controlled by the evidentiary standard set out in ORS 183.450, in
addition to all other support authorized in subsection (10)(A) of this rule,

parentage,
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making and responding to evidentiary objections, offering exhibits, and

questioning witnesses. .
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11.2 Landlord-Tenant Endorsed Licensed Paralegals - Scope of Practice

(10)

(11)

Attend court appearances involving Landlord-Tenant Law and provide
permitted support and assistance in procedural matters;
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Provide direct representation of parties to residential FED cases, not

including appeals of a judgment from a circuit or appellate court.

(12)

(13)

Review letter opinions, court orders, and notices pertaining to a Landlord-
Tenant Law involving a client and explain how they affect the client,
including the right to appeal; and

Refer Landlord-Tenant Law clients or potential Landlord-Tenant Law
clients to attorneys for tasks or subject matters outside the Scope of
Practice for the Licensed Paralegal. A Licensed Paralegal has an ongoing
obligation to refer tasks or subject matters of Landlord-Tenant clients to
an Attorney Member, if information discovered after the representation
commences indicates that the specific tasks or subject matters are
outside of the Scope of Practice for a Landlord-Tenant Licensed Paralegal.
A Landlord-Tenant Licensed Paralegal may continue to represent the
client on tasks and subject matters within their Scope of Practice.
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