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OREGON SUPREME COURT

May 21, 2026 

VIA EMAIL ONLY 

Ankur Doshi 
General Counsel 
Oregon State Bar 
ADoshi@osbar.org  

Re: Proposed Amendments to RPC 8.3 and RPC-LP 8.3; 
 Immediate Posting for Public Comment  

Dear Ankur: 

 As you know, at the court's May 12, 2026, public meeting, the court approved 
moving directly to public comment on proposed amendments to Rule 8.3 of the Rules of 
Professional Conduct and Rule 8.3 of the Rules of Professional Conduct for Licensed 
Paralegals.  The court appreciates the swiftness with which the Oregon State Bar posted 
the court's request for public comment on its website.  This letter serves to document the 
court's request and to explain why the court approved foregoing the ordinary process of 
having the OSB House of Delegates (HOD) consider and approve the amendments before 
they were released for public comment.    

 The Oregon Judicial Department plans to open its new Office of the Ombudsman 
to the public in 2026.  As noted in the submission provided to the court at the May 12, 
2026, meeting (which is attached to this letter), the court must approve amendments to 
both versions of Rule 8.3 before the public opening.  As the HOD does not meet until 
October, following the ordinary process for proposed rule amendments was not possible.  
Accordingly, the court approved moving directly to the public comment stage.  The court, 
of course, welcomes delegates to provide any comments they may have on the proposed 
rules via the public comment process.  



 Once the public comment period closes, we expect that the Office of the 
Ombudsman will submit the proposed amendments to the court, along with any 
submitted comments, for consideration at a public meeting.  When that occurs, the court 
will include the request on its public meeting agenda.  

      Sincerely, 

 
 

 
      Meagan A. Flynn 
      Chief Justice  
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Legal Ethics Committee Agenda  March 14, 2026
Request to Amend RPC 8.3 Page 1 of 1 

RULE 8.3 REPORTING PROFESSIONAL MISCONDUCT 

(a) A lawyer who knows that another lawyer or LP has committed a violation of the Rules of 
Professional Conduct or the Rules of Professional Conduct for LPs that raises a 
substantial question as to that lawyer's or LP’s honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a 
lawyer or LP in other respects shall inform the Oregon State Bar Client Assistance Office. 

(b) A lawyer who knows that a judge has committed a violation of applicable rules of 
judicial conduct that raises a substantial question as to the judge’s fitness for office shall 
inform the appropriate authority.  

(c) This rule does not require disclosure of information otherwise protected by Rule 1.6 or 
ORS 9.460(3), or apply to lawyers who obtain such knowledge or evidence while:  

(1) acting as a member, investigator, agent, employee or as a designee of the State 
Lawyers Assistance Committee;  

(2) acting as a board member, employee, investigator, agent or lawyer for or on 
behalf of the Professional Liability Fund or as a Board of Governors liaison to the 
Professional Liability Fund; 

(3) participating in the loss prevention programs of the Professional Liability Fund, 
including the Oregon Attorney Assistance Program; or 

(4) acting as an employee, agent, or designee of the Office of the Ombudsman 
within the Oregon Judicial Department.  

(d) This rule does not require disclosure of mediation communications otherwise 
protected by ORS 36.220. 
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Rule 3.5 Competence, Diligence, and Cooperation 

(A) A judge shall perform judicial and administrative duties competently and diligently. 

direction and control to perform their employment duties in a manner consistent with the 

.  

(E) A judge shall comply with any order of the Oregon Supreme 
which requires following the recommendations of

Rule 3.11 Responding to Judicial and Lawyer Misconduct  
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Assistance Program while 
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