PROFESSIONALISM

How We Can Make
A Difference

By Albert Menashe

n the Spring 1997, when I was

elected president of the Multnomah

Bar Association, the MBA Profes-
sionalism Committee had been in place
for almost 10 years. As a former chair of
that committee, I knew that we had ac-
complished many worthwhile things, e.g.,
the annual Professionalism Award, Men-
tor Program and providing the impetus
for the Commission on Professionalism.
Professionalism, though, remained at the
forefront of my mind, and MBA members’
feedback that year indicated that it was
still one of lawyers’ top concerns.

About that time, I read an article
printed in the Florida Bar Journal. It was
the text of a speech given by Robert
Josefsberg, dean of the International
Academy of Trial Lawyers, entitled “The
Topic is Civility — You Got a Problem With
That?” That article has been re-published
by bars across the country, because it
identified solutions and crystallized the is-
sue. It’s reprinted in this issue of the Bul-
letin, beginning on page 19. Among
Josefsberg’s comments is that “we always
assume that it’s ‘the other lawyers’ who
are causing the problem and therefore it’s
(them), not us, who have the ability to
solve the problem.” He goes on to warn,
“If we fail to act we will be responsible ...
for the destruction of our noble profes-
sion.”

In June 1997, the MBA Board used
this article as a springboard to craft a
fresh approach to professionalism. The
result was to call together some of our
most respected and visible lawyers and
judges, including the three law school
deans, to identify new strategies to impact
professionalism. Chief Justice Wallace P.
Carson Jr. and Tom Cooney Sr., a former
MBA Professionalism Award recipient,
chaired the summit. The group met three
times between the fall of 1997 and spring
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of 1998. Debate and discussion were ear-
nest, thought-provoking and insightful.

The result was a concise report and
recommendations, published last spring.
That report has since been distributed to
the bench, the Board of Governors, the
boards of OTLA and OADC, local bar
presidents, MBA past presidents and the
managing partners of the largest firms. It
was also published in the Multnomah
Lawyer newsletter, reaching more than
4,000 metro-area lawyers and judges. To-
gether with the Commission on Profes-
sionalism, the MBA Professionalism
Committee has begun implementing the
report’s recommendations. The efforts
are highlighted in this issue. (See sidebar
on next page.)

We hope that you will join us in this
effort and do your part to advocate for,
not simply endorse, professionalism. We
believe it will restore the public’s respect
for the profession as well as our own satis-
faction with the practice of law.

Summit participant were:: co-chairs,
Chief Justice Wallace P. Carson Jr. and
MBA Board member Thomas E. Cooney;
Robert Ackerman, dean, Williamette Uni-
versity College of Law; Ruth Beyer, man-
aging partner of Stoel Rives’ Portland of-
fice and MBA Board member; Marc
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PROFESSIONALISM
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1. Read, order and frame/display the Certificate of Commitment to Professionalism
r conference reception area, with your firm” s name and/or in the law school. It's

o excellent public relations statement to clients. If in a firm or law department, pur-

chase an addmonal one WIth your name on it and post in L your ofﬁce

o Egzﬂ department. sttnbute and discuss the 10 elements of the cert:ﬁcate atone of your
~next lawyers’ meeting, or at a section meetmg Designate a professionalism partner,
leader or faculty member to keep the msue in the forefront

_ the com:mssmn has educat:lonal t:ran_nng wdeos and aresource hbrary avm]able )

iscuss the certificate and statement, in law school, bar association, firm, Inn of Court,
mentor program or other forums. Discuss the differences between the ethical rules

= and professionalism. Give examples of the “right” and “wrong” way to do things, e.g.

Sendmg a notice of deposmon versus calling opposing counsel first. Let them know
i ;'epntat;on is thelr true capltal over the long-term. And reinforce that they

that the statcment of professxonahsm was approved “by Order of the Supreme Court
_ thatyou are committed to following that order —and that you expect them to also. Pro-
~fessional lawyers will welcome your adherence to, aﬂd active promotion of, profession:
. ahsm in pre-mal and courtroom proceedmgs
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' ; ' - ' recemmendatwns, or to get mvolved calli .
';Mona.:Bueldey, MBA executive dxrector, at (503) 222-3275.)

ism Comrmttee is currently developmg a tramlng module for law ﬁrms Also, '

e proactive and dlfect in: u'ammg thh new. and future lawyers Part::ctpate in and -

Blackman, MBA past president; Stephen
Crew, 1997-98 chair, MBA Professional-
ism Committee; Michelle Druce, presi-
dent, MBA Young Lawyers Section;
Edwin Harnden, MBA past president;
Barrie Herbold, current chair, Commis-
sion on Professionalism; James Huffman,
dean, Northwestern School of Law, Lewis
& Clark College; Linda Love, past presi-
dent, OTLA; Don Marmaduke, MBA past
president and former Professionalism
award recipient; Judge Roosevelt Robin-
son, Multnomah County Circuit Court and
member of the Commission on Profes-
sionalism; Noreen Saltveit-McGraw, for-
mer MBA Professionalism award recipi-
ent; Jeff Sapiro, OSB disciplinary counsel;
Ruth Spetter, MBA past president; Judge
Janice Stewart, U.S. District Court;
Rennard Strickland, dean, University of
Oregon School of Law; Thomas H.
Tongue, MBA past president and OADC
president; Judge John Wittmayer,
Multnomah County Circuit Court; and
Mona Buckley, MBA executive director. m
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