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Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

John A. Wolf 
 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

JudgeJohnWolf.com 
 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

Oregon State University, 1988-1992, B.S. in Political Science 

Willamette University, 1992-1995, J.D. 
 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, 
your position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Circuit Court Judge, 7th Judicial District (Hood River, Wasco, Sherman, 
Gilliam, & Wheeler Counties), January 2011 – Present: I have 
presided over cases in all five of the district’s counties ranging from a 
multimillion-dollar class action suit and serious felony criminal 
matters to small claims cases and traffic tickets. I also handle family 
law matters, protective orders, probate matters, and juvenile 
matters. In just the last five years, I have presided over nearly 700 
trials in all types of cases. 

Attorney at Law, Somers & Wolf, August 1999 – December 2010: I 
represented clients in a wide variety of matters, including family law, 
personal injury, business, property, landlord/tenant, estates, 
guardianships, and many others. 

Attorney at Law, Law Office of Ronald M. Somers, September 1995 – 
August 1999: I represented clients in a wide variety of matters, 
including family law, personal injury, business, property, 
landlord/tenant, estates, guardianships, and many others. 

Municipal Court Judge Pro Tem, The Dalles Municipal Court, June 
1993 – December 2010: I presided over violation and misdemeanor 
cases in the Municipal Court when the Judge was unavailable, 
including several periods when the Judge was unavailable for 
extended lengths of time.  

 

 



5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Oregon State Bar, September 22, 1995 to Present 
 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

N/A 
 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

I have served as a board member of The Dalles Civic Auditorium 
Historic Preservation Committee, a Wasco County Youth Court 
Volunteer Judge, an AYSO Soccer Coach, the St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church’s Finance Council Chairman, and as Pro Bono Legal Counsel to 
several local non-profit organizations. I also served as a member of 
the Port of The Dalles Budget Committee, the 7th Judicial District 
Family Law Advisory Committee, and the 7th Judicial District 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Commission. Since becoming a Circuit 
Court Judge, I have continued to serve on a variety of local and 
statewide committees, including the Council on Court Procedure, 
which creates, reviews, and amends the Oregon Rules of Civil 
Procedure that govern procedure and practice in all Oregon circuit 
courts. I also served on the Chief Justice’s Landlord Tenant 
workgroup during the pandemic. 
 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

I represented clients in a wide variety of matters, including family 
law, personal injury, business, property, landlord/tenant, estates, 
guardianships, and many others. My practice was primarily litigation 
focused and I represented my clients in all aspects of litigation 
including motions, hearings, the discovery process and trials. 

 
9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Municipal Court Judge pro tem, June 1993 – December 2010 

Circuit Court Judge, January 2011 - Present 

 
10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. 
Indicate the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court 
programs, and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

I have presided over cases in all five of the district’s counties ranging 
from a multimillion-dollar class action suit and serious felony criminal 



matters to small claims cases and traffic tickets. I also handle family 
law matters, protective orders, probate matters, and juvenile 
matters. In just the last five years, I have presided over nearly 700 
trials, bench and jury, in all types of cases. 
 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

None 
 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

I frequently conduct judicial settlement conferences in a variety of 
matters, including family law, criminal, and civil cases. 
 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Oregon State Bar, September 22, 1995 to Present 

Mid-Columbia Bar Association, 1995 to Present 
 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

7th Judicial District Family Law Advisory Committee 

7th Judicial District Alternative Dispute Resolution Commission 

Council on Court Procedure 

Chief Justice’s Landlord Tenant pandemic workgroup 
 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 
was imposed. 

No 
 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an 
attorney or judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal 
proceedings only. 

No 
 

 



17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I was attracted to a judicial career because it provides an opportunity 
to use my legal skills and experience to have a positive impact on my 
community.   
 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

My judicial philosophy is based on treating everyone who enters my 
courtroom with dignity and respect. Judges frequently see people on 
the worst days of their lives and ensuring people are treated well can 
make a scary process easier. Judges are called upon to make 
important, potentially life changing decisions nearly every day. It is 
critical that a judge be a calming influence in the courtroom and 
provide everyone a fair opportunity to present their case. After 
hearing all sides, a judge must be able to use their skill and 
experience to render a fair and impartial ruling. I think I have 
demonstrated those qualities during my eleven years on the Circuit 
Court bench. 
 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

It is difficult to identify an individual case as I have been involved in 
so many as an attorney and a judge. I do my best to give each case 
all of my focus and attention because each party’s case is the most 
important case to them.  
 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

The number of parties who appear in court without legal counsel in 
civil and family law cases is significant. The reason is primarily the 
high cost of hiring an attorney. We need to continue our efforts in 
making the process easier for those who appear without counsel. 

We are also experiencing some challenges in finding qualified counsel 
to appoint in criminal and juvenile cases where a party is entitled to 
court appointed counsel. This is a more complex issue, but the 
judiciary must take an active role in seeking a solution.    
 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

Atticus Finch, from the book To Kill a Mocking Bird. Atticus represents 
his client in the story, despite the fact it is not popular and has 
adverse impacts on Atticus and his family. He stands by his principles 



and his duty to his client. He manages to maintain a level head and 
calm demeanor despite the high degree of stress and risk involved in 
the case and his community. It takes people with that type of 
strength of conviction to ensure our system works as it should. 
 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

It has been an honor to serve the citizens of Hood River, Wasco, 
Sherman, Gilliam, and Wheeler counties as a Circuit Court Judge and I 
would greatly appreciate your continued support. 


