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Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Jason Thomas 
 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

www.thomasforjudge.com 
 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

University of Illinois College of Law, Urbana-Champaign, IL 2010-
2013. Juris Doctor, Magna Cum Laude 

University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL 1999-2003. Master of Arts, 
Education 

University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 1995-1996. Bachelor of Arts, 
History 

Defense Language Institute, Monterey, CA 1990-1991.  Diploma, 
Russian Language 
 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, 
your position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Judge Pro Tempore/Hearings Referee, Douglas County Circuit Court, 
2018-present.  Judge for hearings and trials on juvenile cases, 
evictions, small claims and others. 

Attorney, Umpqua Valley Public Defender, 2014-2018.  Defense 
attorney for clients in Juvenile dependency and delinquency cases, 
Child support, and criminal matters. 
 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Oregon State Bar 2013 
 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  
 

 N/A 



7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

Presentation of legal basis and court processes lectures to community 
members, especially CASA and DHS foster families. 
 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

Criminal and Juvenile defense, especially child welfare, including 
representation of children and parents. 
 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Judge Pro Tempore/Hearings Referee, Douglas County Circuit Court, 
2018-present.  Judge for hearings and trials on juvenile cases, 
evictions, small claims and others. 
 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. 
Indicate the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court 
programs, and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

I have been the trial judge on hundreds of Juvenile Dependency 
(child welfare), Juvenile Delinquency, Small Claims, FED (Eviction), 
and Traffic violation cases; acting as the sole fact-finder and making 
legal decisions between the parties.  I have also presided over 
hundreds of in-custody Criminal Arraignments, appointing counsel 
and setting bond or authorizing release for the accused. 
 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

N/A 
 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

 N/A 
 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Douglas County Bar Association (Member) 

 

 



14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

Juvenile Court Improvement Program.  This organization is principally 
concerned with the streamlining of court processes and improvement 
of outcomes for families involved with the child welfare system and 
the courts.  We address a number of issues, including improving 
settlement conferences, developing remote appearance potentialities 
and technology, establishing appropriate timelines for hearings to be 
set which are otherwise not set out by statute, and improving our 
court’s overall timelines to permanency and dismissal in child welfare 
cases.  
 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 
was imposed. 

No 
 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an 
attorney or judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal 
proceedings only. 

No 
 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I have genuinely enjoyed my tenure as Judge Pro Tempore and 
Referee, but it is somewhat more limited in scope than that of a 
Circuit Court Judge (the main difference is that I am not generally 
assigned jury trials).  I believe that my work has had a positive effect 
on the community and on those who have appeared before me.  I 
want to continue to increase my practice of law in this direction and 
this seems to me to be the most logical next step. 
 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

The judge in a courtroom has several functions, some more obvious 
than others.  Most obviously, the judge is the arbiter between the 
parties, making rulings on objections, questions of law, and 
sometimes findings of fact.  The role of the trial court judge is to 
properly apply the law.  It is also important for a judge to have a 
good sense of fairness, to accompany an adequate knowledge of the 
laws which the judge must apply.  The law can be manipulated to 
create unfair outcomes, even when the law itself is perfectly good—it 
is that sense of fairness that encourages a good judge to step in and 



say when something is not in the interests of justice even if it may be 
arguably legal. 

Less apparent is the judge’s role in directing the character of the 
courtroom through the judge’s temperament.  In ways, this is the 
greatest challenge.  It is vital to have a temperament that is slow to 
anger and that demonstrates emotional control.  A judge’s mastery of 
emotional self-control is important, to avoid a courtroom filled with 
fear and tension in place of proper respect.   
 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

As a juvenile court judge, I have been working with the community 
stakeholders in Douglas County and statewide to reduce the number 
of children in foster care.  Our “model court” Juvenile Court 
Improvement Program (JCIP) has enabled us to work together; 
Department of Human Services, Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA), Citizens Review Board, local juvenile attorneys, and others.  
We have had success in keeping children in their parents’ homes, in 
having cases progress through the courts despite Covid restrictions, 
and in developing an improved settlement procedure to avoid 
unnecessary lengthy trials. 
 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I am concerned about the length of time it takes cases to resolve in 
the current court system, particularly in Douglas County.  I intend to 
work on the problem of untimeliness in having trials and resolutions 
in all types of cases.  There are many reasons for the delays we have 
been experiencing, not just the recent pandemic restrictions.   

There are shortages in Douglas County of lawyers, judges, court staff, 
and others—these personnel shortages each have their own cause 
and each will need its own solution. 
 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

There have been several judges here in Douglas County who have 
impressed me.  To pick one, the referee/judge pro tem who preceded 
me was particularly attentive to the details of cases and the legal 
ramifications for those facts, which I find admirable.  Though I at 
times disagreed with his findings, this judge clearly considered each 
allegation in a petition separately and spelled out on the record 
exactly why each one was proved or not, dissecting each one 
logically.  This was very instructive for the rest of us, allowing us to 
understand how he thought, whether we agreed or not.  It showed 



the judge was taking the case seriously and not just “shooting from 
the hip” in making rulings.  It also showed a pattern of legal analysis 
that I have rarely seen given by a judge in such detail.  I have tried to 
emulate this judge in this way myself when I make rulings on various 
cases. 
 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I strongly believe that my experience on the bench and as a public 
defender makes me the best candidate for this position.  My 
knowledge of the law and a good sense of what is fair combine to 
make my decisions as even-handed as they can be. 

Further, my personality is highly suited to the role of judge.  I do not 
lose my temper at parties or attorneys and do not become easily 
flustered by those who appear in front of me, even those who seem to 
intend to be offensive. 


