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1) Your full name:  
 
Martin E. Stone  
 
 
2) Office Address and Phone Number:  
 
Coos County Courthouse 
250 North Baxter 
Coquille Or. 97423 
541-396-8372 
 
 
3) Web site (if applicable):  
 
None  
 
 
4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that 
institution was awarded.  
 
Myrtle Point High School, Diploma (1970) 
Willamette University, BA (1974)  
University of Oregon School of Law, JD (1977)  
 
 
 
5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, 
your position and the nature of the practice or activity.  
 
Circuit Court Judge, 1998 to present 
Attorney, private practice, Coquille, Oregon, 1978-1998 
Attorney, private practice, Springfield, Oregon, 1977-1978 
 
During my time as an attorney, I had a general practice of law, with an 
emphasis on civil and criminal litigation, municipal law, banking law, 
commercial, real estate, domestic relations and wills and probate. I served 
as City Attorney for the City of Brookings and the City of Myrtle Point. My 
firm also served as City Attorney for the City of Coquille. I also served as 
attorney for Coquille Valley Hospital, Port of Bandon, Myrtle Point School 
District, Security Bank and Coos-Curry Federal Credit Union. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission.  
 
Oregon State Bar (1977) 
Coos-Curry Bar Association (1978)  
United States District Court for Oregon (1978)  
 
 
6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no 
longer admitted.  
 
None  
 
 
7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  
 
Editorial Staff, Oregon Law Review, (1976-1977)  
Author, “Going Public: Reforming Oregon’s Campaign Finance System”, 55 
Oregon Law Review 446 (1976)  
Contributing Author, CLE Pleading and Practice, “Medical Records and 
Reports”, Oregon State Bar  
 
 
8) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic 
activities.  
 
Coquille Rotary Club, past president and member;  
Coquille Chamber of Commerce, past president and member;  
Coquille Valley Elks Lodge, past scholarship chairman;  
Past volunteer instructor at Southwestern Oregon Community College;  
Past director, Port of Bandon Economic Development Corp.;  
Volunteer on numerous community projects in Coquille, Or.  
 
 
9) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Indicate the nature of your typical clients and mention any legal areas in 
which you concentrated.  
 
Before becoming Circuit Court Judge in 1998, I had a general civil and 
criminal practice of law, including office practice, trial practice and appeals. 
I represented individuals, businesses, cities, lending institutions, a hospital 
district, special districts and a port. Question 5 above describes the types of 
cases I handled while in private practice and the names of institutional 
clients at that time.  
 
 
10) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court.  
 
Circuit Court Judge, Coos and Curry Counties (1998-2022)  
 
 



11) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. 
Indicate the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court 
programs, and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  
 
I currently serve as the Presiding Judge of the Fifteenth Judicial District ( 
Coos and Curry Counties ).  Since 1998 I have presided over all types of civil 
and criminal proceedings, including jury trials and court trials. Most of the 
work has involved felonies and misdemeanor crimes (arraignments, pleas, 
pre-trial hearings, trials and sentencings) and civil lawsuits. I have also 
presided over FED cases, small claims actions, traffic cases, and many 
family law cases, including divorces, restraining orders, stalking orders and 
juvenile proceedings. I review search warrant applications and issue 
warrants. I also hear and rule on civil motions such as motions to dismiss, 
summary judgment motions and post-trial motions. I also review and rule 
on motions for entry of judgments in civil cases.  
 
 
12) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above.  
 
None, other than appellate work while an attorney in private practice.  
 
 
13) State the approximate number of trials or contested hearings over which you 
have presided as the judicial officer during each of the past five years. Indicate 
roughly how many were jury trials and how many were trials to the court.  
 
It is difficult to place a specific number on the total of the trials and 
hearings I have presided over the last twenty four years. I have kept busy. 
Our judicial district sets trials on four days each week, and on the fifth day 
the judges hear contested issues such as motions to suppress. It is not 
uncommon for me to preside over jury or court trials each week, and on 
other days to have some other proceeding going on in the courtroom such 
as omnibus hearings, civil motions, arraignments, pleas, and sentencings.  
 
 
14) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator.  
 
While in private practice I served as an arbitrator in several civil law 
disputes. As a judge I have conducted settlement conferences in civil and 
dissolution cases.  
 
 
15) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments.  
 
Coos-Curry Bar Association (past president, past vice-president, past 
secretary-treasurer)  
 
 
16) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved.  
 
Judicial Administration Committee, Oregon State Bar  
Executive Committee, Litigation Section, Oregon State Bar 



17) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 
was imposed.  
 
No  
 
 
18) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an 
attorney or judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal 
proceedings only.  
 
No  
 
 
19) What attracted you to a judicial career?  
 
When I first applied for the position of Circuit Judge in 1998, I was 
confident that I possessed the qualities needed to be an effective trial 
judge: many years of experience as an attorney handling both civil and 
criminal cases; a strong work ethic; a belief that cases needed to be handled 
in a fair, efficient and timely manner; a belief that all parties in court must 
be treated in an equal and courteous manner; patience; the ability to listen; 
the ability to communicate; and above all, honesty and integrity. Attorneys 
and litigants want a judge who is well prepared on the issues of a given 
case and whose courtroom assures them of a fair and impartial forum in 
which to resolve disputes. I was attracted to the role of a judge because I 
knew that I possessed the qualities expected of a judge and that I would be 
of service to this judicial district.  
 
 
20) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role.  
 
An effective judge embodies the qualities identified in question 19. Judges 
must be well-informed, independent, objective and even-tempered. They 
must be able to communicate with all persons who enter the courtroom, 
especially those who do not have attorneys. In addition, a judge has the 
responsibility to live his or her life beyond reproach and to remain faithful to 
the law at all times. Further, I believe a judge has an obligation, both in and 
out of the courtroom, to provide service to the community, including work 
with service organizations, with schools and on other community projects. A 
judge must also be willing to spend time educating the public about the 
workings of the judicial branch, including appearances as a speaker at 
schools and community gatherings, and also in educating jurors about the 
importance of their role in the justice system. Equal access to the court 
system remains a critical concern. Too many individuals in our community 
are unable to obtain legal services due to lack of finances to hire a lawyer 
and resource limitations of legal aid offices. Especially in family law cases, 
these individuals are left to represent themselves in cases which involve 
significant issues such as child custody and support, often to their 
disadvantage if the other party has an attorney. 
 



 
 
21) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament.  
 
I have handled so many cases as a judge since 1998 that it is difficult to 
identify one or more that stand out. I have presided over a number of 
multiple week civil and criminal trials, including a death penalty case. All 
cases that come into court are important to me. I try to prepare in advance 
of a scheduled case, anticipate issues that may come up during trial, and do 
independent legal research as may be needed. I treat all parties the same in 
the courtroom and consider all arguments made. I am sensitive to the role 
of the jury and the time jurors are required to spend time away from work 
and family, especially in multiple day trials, and I always try to meet their 
needs.  
 
 
22) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.  
 
The issues that continues to concern me are access to the court system for 
all parties (see answer to question 20) and adequate funding of the judicial 
branch by the state legislature. It is critical that the judicial branch be 
funded at a level sufficient to provide the public with full access, to maintain 
current operations and to meet the increased workload resulting from new 
legislation. 
 
 
23) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire 
and why.  
 
I have great respect for the other trial judges that serve or have served in 
Coos and Curry Counties and that I have had the privilege to work with for 
over twenty years. Each is an excellent jurist and always willing to share 
insight and answer questions about procedural issues that may arise in 
given cases. The judges in our judicial district work well together and are 
each committed to the fair and impartial administration of justice.  
 
 
24) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  
 
I have lived in, attended school, worked as a lawyer and served as a judge 
in Coos County for over 65 years. My family resides in Coos County and I 
have made many friends in Coos County and Curry County over the years. I 
have no desire to stop serving the citizens of these counties as a trial judge 
or move from this region of the state. I have great respect for those in our 
communities who are active and provide service to others. It has been my 
privilege to serve this area as a judge over the last twenty four years. I am 
committed to serve this judicial district as best I can in the years to come.  

 


