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1) Your full name: 

 Darleen Rene' Ortega 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 

Court of Appeals 

1163 State Street 

Salem, OR 97301-2563 

503-968-5659 

 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

www.judgedarleenortega.com 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that 
institution was awarded. 

Banks High School, Banks, Oregon, 1976-1980, diploma 

George Fox College, Newberg, Oregon, 1980-1984, BA Writing & 
Literature 

University of Michigan School of Law 1986-1989, JD 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, 
your position and the nature of the practice or activity. 

Associate Attorney, Honigman, Miller, Schwartz & Cohn, Detroit, 
Michigan, 1989-1990, general civil litigation practice 

Associate Attorney, Dykema Gossett, Detroit, Michigan, 1990-92, 
general civil litigation practice, trial and appellate 

Associate Attorney, Bullivant, Houser, Bailey, et. al, Portland, Oregon, 
1992-1995, general civil litigation practice, trial and appellate 



Associate Attorney and Partner, Davis Wright Tremaine, Portland, 
Oregon, 1995-2003, general civil litigation practice, trial and 
appellate 

Judge, Oregon Court of Appeals, 2003-present 

 

6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. 

Oregon State Bar, 1992 

U.S. District Court, E.D. Michigan (1989) and D. Oregon (1996) 

U.S.  Courts of Appeal, Sixth Circuit (1991) and Ninth Circuit (1992) 

United States Supreme Court (1999) 

 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no 
longer admitted. 

Michigan State Bar, 1989, and Washington State Bar, 1997 (allowed 
membership to lapse once I was elected to the appellate bench) 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored. 

Regular column in Oregon Women Lawyers Advance Sheet, 2008 to 
present 

“We Must Overcome Tokenism To Achieve Real Equity,” Street Roots, 
August 3, 2018 

Regular column in The Portland Observer reviewing films and theater 

 

8) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities. 

Adjunct faculty teaching “Access to Justice” at all three Oregon law 
schools 

Frequent speaker on access to justice, equity, addressing racism and 
other forms of oppression, juvenile dependency law 

Lead weekly discussions with first-year law students at Willamette 
University School of Law 

 



9) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Indicate the nature of your typical clients and mention any legal areas in 
which you concentrated. 

I had a general civil practice in both the trial and appellate courts.  
My practice covered many areas of civil law, including business torts, 
contract and other commercial disputes, personal injury, 
employment, environmental, and agency appeals.   

 

10) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

I have been a judge on the Oregon Court of Appeals since my 
appointment in 2003, and presiding judge of Department 2 since 
2011. 

 

11) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. 
Indicate the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court 
programs, and any legal areas in which you concentrate. 

I have participated in all the work of the Court of Appeals, serving as 
the presiding judge of Department 2.  The majority of the court’s 
caseload is criminal and post-conviction appeals, but the court also 
decides appeals in the areas of juvenile law, mental health civil 
commitments, civil disputes of all kinds, administrative law, and 
domestic relations. 

 

12) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

None 

 

13) State the approximate number of trials or contested hearings over which you 
have presided as the judicial officer during each of the past five years. Indicate 
roughly how many were jury trials and how many were trials to the court. 

All of my judicial service over the past five years has been in the 
appellate court. 

 

14) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

I have served as a mediator in one case since I have been a judge, 
through the Court of Appeals appellate settlement program. 



 

15) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments. 

Oregon State Bar 

Affirmative Action Committee (including as chair of OLIO planning 
subcommittee) 

Task Force on Access to State Courts for Persons with Disabilities 

Diversity Section Executive Committee 

Judicial Administration Committee 

Multnomah Bar Association Equality Committee 

 

16) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

In addition to the above: 

Judicial Leadership and Education Committee, as chair and as 
member 

Oregon Judicial Department Access to Justice for All Committee 

Joint Task Force regarding juvenile dependency law 

Family Law Committee 

Oregon Appellate Judges Association 

 

17) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 
was imposed. 

No 

 

18) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an 
attorney or judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal 
proceedings only. 

No 

 



 

19) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

The opportunity to participate in the development of the law and to 
work in public service. 

 

20) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

As a Court of Appeals judge, I work with my colleagues to decide the 
questions that come before the court.  I must ensure that I (and we) 
consider each case thoughtfully and carefully, endeavoring to be 
mindful not only of our own biases but the structural biases that 
influence the judicial process.  We must work to listen to each other 
and to the lawyers and litigants before us, striving to understand 
points of view that often may differ significantly from our own; and 
we must be cognizant of the views and experiences that are missing 
entirely from the discussion.  For that reason, the qualities most 
important to the role include curiosity, diligence, humility, courage, 
intelligence, deep concern for the importance of our work to the 
citizens of this state, and the ability to listen intently, think critically, 
and to write clearly and with an eye toward those who must use our 
opinions.  The greatest challenges of the role include that the 
structure of the legal system does not facilitate our understanding of 
the most vulnerable citizens, who regularly face real barriers that are 
invisible to us.  They may struggle to tell their stories or to obtain 
access to counsel or to navigate their interactions with 
decisionmakers.  Our lack of awareness of those problems tends to 
make us more trusting of the legal system’s operation than is really 
merited. 

 

21) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

I am particularly proud of the work I have done in areas of law that 
frequently touch the lives of marginalized persons and their families: 
juvenile law; criminal law; abuse protection orders; and post-
conviction cases.  I approach those areas with curiosity and care, 
looking and listening beyond the walls of law libraries to better 
understand how our decisions ripple through the lives of everyone 
involved, and I bring that broader lens to the court’s work, examining 
the biases and assumptions that influence development of the law.  I 
have worked hard to focus needed attention on those cases, to 
challenge some of our longstanding assumptions in those areas, and 
to write opinions that give good guidance to practitioners who must 
use them. 



22) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving. 

I spend a lot of time with law students who come from backgrounds 
that have historically been excluded or under-represented among 
lawyers and who want to work for justice.  Often the best that they 
are bringing to us is devalued in their education and work 
experiences, and they face pressure to conform to a standard that 
erases parts of their perspectives that are most needed.  I want to 
help them find their voices and to succeed in the profession because I 
believe that the legal system will serve the public better if legal 
practitioners understand and can speak to a broad array of 
perspectives and experiences.  Advocates will be better able to 
represent their clients well, and judges will be better able to decide 
the issues fairly. 

 

23) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire 
and why. 

I am particularly inspired by the example of Thurgood Marshall, for 
his work as a lawyer representing the most marginalized citizens at 
great personal risk and for his work as the first person of color to 
serve on the United States Supreme Court.  Both as a lawyer and as a 
judge, he frequently spoke as an outsider, faced with the task of 
expressing a point of view that sounded strange to his audiences 
because he was ahead of his time.  He did so with courage, tenacity, 
determination, and fierce, visionary intelligence. 

 

24) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy. 

N/A 
 

 


