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Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Michelle A. McIver 
 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

Judgemichellemciver.com 
 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

Michigan State University, B.S. 1996-1999; Lewis and Clark Law 
School, J.D. 2003-2007. 
 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, 
your position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

2011-2016: Crabtree & Rahmsdorff Defense Services, Public Defender 

2016-2021: Michelle McIver Law, Criminal Defense Attorney 
 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Oregon State Bar 
 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

N/A 
 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic 
activities.  

Constitutional Law Day-Constitution in the Classroom; Moot Court 
volunteer; Yoga in the Jail. 
 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

My general practice area was criminal law. I also represented parties 
in civil matters such as restraining orders 



9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

11th Circuit Court: Deschutes County Circuit Court Judge 
 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. 
Indicate the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court 
programs, and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

I am newer to the Bench and preside over a variety of dockets. Case 
types include civil procedure, domestic relations, and criminal law. 
 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

N/A 
 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

N/A 
 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Oregon State Bar 
 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

N/A 
 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 
was imposed. 

No. 
 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an 
attorney or judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal 
proceedings only. 

No. 
 

 



17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

My priority in law and life has always been to safeguard our citizens’ 
constitutional rights through access to justice, fairness, integrity of 
our judicial system, and commitment to my community. My judicial 
career was a logical step after years of dissecting complicated legal 
matters with patience and spending hundreds of hours as a litigator 
in the courtroom.  
 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

The role of the judge in circuit court is to provide an accessible, 
welcoming, and fair place for parties to bring their disputes, and for 
informed decisions to be made without bias. The most effective 
judges are not only bright and efficient, but have a thoughtful, 
patient, and respectful demeanor. Judges must be protective of the 
rule of law and the community’s access to justice. 
 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

My priority is to enhance the future of Deschutes County and our 
citizens by safeguarding our constitutional rights and protecting our 
unique way of life. Since beginning my service as Circuit Court Judge 
in Deschutes County several months ago, I have been privileged to 
work on a wide array of cases impacting each corner of our 
community. I am reminded every day about the importance of the 
work we do and the impacts it has on citizens’ lives. I am committed 
to making sure every citizen is provided access to a high-functioning, 
efficient and fair justice system. 
 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I am specifically concerned about the neglected intersection of 
mental health and the criminal justice system. Our state is woefully 
inadequate in addressing the mental health crises within our legal 
system. We need additional funding, professional resources, and a 
revamped approach to how and where those resources are directed. 

The criminal justice system needs reform at every level, from the 
community level all the way through the sentence, in order to 
guarantee equal rights and opportunities are afforded to all 
Oregonians.  

These changes require legislative and executive level action to 
address the systemic inadequacies we have in our legal system in 
Oregon. While the problem is acknowledged by all, meaningful 



solutions require all three branches of our government to work 
together to find effective solutions to these crises. Until then, 
Oregonians and our legal system will suffer. 
 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

Clackamas County Circuit Court Judge Thomas Rastetter is a legal 
figure whom I admire and has had a significant impact on my 
professional development and Oregon’s legal system as a whole. 
Judge Rastetter is strong on the law, fair on applying it, has an 
incredible legal mind and exceptional work ethic. Judge Rastetter has 
been a mentor to me and also to hundreds of other attorneys and 
judges across Oregon.  
 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  
 

I understand, to many, “fairness” does not necessarily depend on the 
result, but, rather, it depends on the process and being heard. 
Integral to listening is understanding and respecting the diverse 
backgrounds that inform a person’s present position. To that end, I 
am committed to provide a fair and just proceeding to Deschutes 
County plaintiffs, respondents, defendants, victims, litigators, jurors, 
and all other procedural participants. 


