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Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Thomas Andrew McHill 
 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

N/A 
 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

Willamette University,  1971-1975 

University of Puget Sound School of Law (now Seattle University 
School of Law)  1977-1981 
 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, 
your position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Associate and later managing partner of Morley, Thomas & McHill, 
1981-2010.  General law.  City Attorney for the City of Lebanon, 1988-
2010.  City Attorney for City of Scio, 1995-2010.   
 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Oregon State Bar, Federal District Court of Oregon.  Admitted to both 
in 1981. 
 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

N/A 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

Member and Chairman of Lebanon School District Board of Directors, 
1999-2007.   
 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

Prior to election to the bench, I spent about 50% of my time as the 
City Attorney.  Remaining time was trying cases of all types.  



9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Judge of the Circuit Court, 23rd Judicial District since January 2011.  
Presiding Judge since May 018. 
 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. 
Indicate the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court 
programs, and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

General trial work in Linn County.  I have presided over the court’s 
Adult Drug Treatment Court since September 2011.   
 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

N/A 
 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

N/A 
 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Member of the Linn-Benton County Bar Association.  Past President 
1987-1988. 
 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

Member of Council on Court Procedures.   
 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 
was imposed. 

No 
 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an 
attorney or judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal 
proceedings only. 

No 
 



17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I felt that the broad legal experience that I had would be a strength 
to the bench.  Support from my peers was also important in my 
decision to run for a judicial position.   
 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

I think that temperament and patience are most important in being a 
good trial judge.  One also needs to have the ability to make factual 
decisions and then apply the law as it was meant to be applied.  
Important challenges are the ability to maintain a proper judicial role 
of impartiality when we are hearing cases with extremely bad facts to 
make sure that we are reviewing the case based on facts and not 
emotions.  Recognizing any unconscious biases is also challenging 
and very important in being a good trial judge.  I am grateful at the 
emphasis that OJD has made to ensure equal justice for all citizens of 
Oregon.   
 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

Generally, my work with the Drug Court and the Drug Court team has 
proven to be very important in the lives of people. Coming into the 
assignment, I had little knowledge about Drug Courts or their impacts 
on people.  
 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

The court system is supposed to provide an opportunity for all 
citizens to have their cases heard and have decisions made to the 
best of the judge’s ability.  More and more we are seeing situations 
where litigants are not able to adequately prepare, present or 
effectively represent themselves in court.  Frequently, parties are 
asking judges to make very important decisions in the litigant’s life 
without the ability to adequately present a case.  I think that we have 
made strides in our justice system to help citizens be self-educated, 
but I have in interest in improving the ability of every citizen to feel 
that they have received justice when they leave the courtroom.   
 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

Must be Atticus Finch in To Kill a Mockingbird. This character 
personifies what we have as a goal to respect fellow human beings 
and to attempt to right wrongs in society and in the law.   



22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I have found that serving my community as a circuit court judge has 
been tremendously rewarding, personally and professionally.  I find 
the work to be more enjoyable than what I had expected.  The work 
allows me to learn so much and to deal with fellow human beings at a 
level that makes changes in lives.  Treating people with respect, while 
making every effort to uphold the meaning of the law, results in my 
fellow citizens respecting what we do in the justice system and how 
important the court system is to our society.  


