
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Megan Lynn Harris Jacquot 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

n/a 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

Oregon Institute of Tech., Klamath Falls, OR 1987-1989, college 

classes in high school 

Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma, WA 1989-1993, B.A., cum laude  

Tulane University Law School, New Orleans, LA 1994-1997, J.D., cum 

laude, maritime/admiralty certificate  

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, 
your position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

West Bar Review proctor July 1997 

Passed bar in August 1997 

Law Offices of Danny Lang, 1997-1999 Associate attorney doing 

general civil practice, contract indigent defense, appeals 

1999-2000 Self-employed attorney doing civil appeals  

August 2000-May 2005 Southwestern Oregon Public Defenders- 

assistant P.D. doing criminal and juvenile defense, civil commitments, 
delinquency appeals. 

May 2005-present Law Office of Megan Jacquot- general civil practice, 

heavily family law until about 2010, then predominantly juvenile, 
criminal, collateral criminal, and appeals.  I specialized in any type of 

case involving kids.  

December 1, 2016-present Oregon Judicial Dept., Circuit Court Judge. 

 



5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Oregon State Bar admitted in fall 1997 

Coquille Tribal Court admitted most recently June 5, 2013, but off and 

on before that when I had a case in that court.  I believe that my 

admission has expired while I have been on the bench. 
 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

Chapters in OSB publications, Juvenile Law: Dependency, 2017 and 
Juvenile Law: Delinquency, 2019 

 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

Southwestern Oregon Community College adjunct faculty, CJ 201 

juvenile law 2016 

North Bend School District Board of Directors, 2007-2015, chair in 

2012, 2014-2015. 

Oregon Commission for Women, 2007-2015 

OCDLA Board of Directors 2003-4, 2012-2015 

Zonta (service club dedicated to improving health, safety and status 
of women worldwide) 2013-present 

South Coast Development Council ex officio member 2013-2016 

OSB Juvenile Law Executive Committee 2016-present 

JELI (juvenile judge’s group) Forms Committee Chair 2017-present 

JELI (juvenile judge’s group) will be chair in 2022-23 term starting in 
April 

JLEC (Judge’s Legal Education Committee) 2021-present 

JCIP (Juvenile Court Improvement Program) advisory committee 
starting this year. 

I’ve presented at “Through the Eyes of a Child” judge’s conference 
four times on various juvenile topics, the 2018 Oregon Judicial 

Conference, New Judge Training on Dependency and Delinquency, the 

OSB juvenile law CLE in 2021 and many of those will happen again 
this year.  I am also scheduled to present a one-hour presentation on 

dependency jurisdiction coming up in May 2022. 



8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

I had a general civil practice, heavily family law until about 2010, 
then becoming increasingly specialized to do predominantly juvenile, 

adoptions, guardianships, interesting custody cases and appeals.  I 

specialized in any type of case involving children. 
 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 

administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Reedsport Municipal Judge, June 2011- 2016 

Coos County Circuit Court Judge, December 2016-present 
 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. 

Indicate the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court 
programs, and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

I am the primary juvenile court judge.  I also handle criminal and civil 
matters.  I have the child support and contempt dockets, including 

violations of restraining orders.  I handle about two family law trials a 

week, and also like to do settlement conferences on those cases.  We 
are starting a Family Treatment Court this year to provide better 

services to parents in the dependency system (child abuse and 
neglect) who also have substance abuse problems. 

 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

n/a 

 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

n/a 

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 

committee assignments or other notable work. 

Oregon State Bar: 1997 -present 

OSB Juvenile Law Section Executive Committee 2016-present 

Coos County Bar Association 2000-present, Secretary 2022-23 

Coos LPRC 2007 or 8 to 2013 (dates approximate) 

 



14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

OSB SB 812 workgroup  

OSB Juvenile Law Executive Committee 

OJD Bill Review Team 2020-present 

OJD JLEC  

JCIP Advisory Committee 

“Removal Standard” Legislative Advisory Workgroup 2019 

 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 

state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 

was imposed. 

No.  Just minor traffic tickets. 
 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an 
attorney or judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal 

proceedings only. 

No. 
 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I have always enjoyed jobs that give back to the community.  I like to 

help people solve problems and to look at all sides of a problem and 

come up with the best solution.  I believed with my skill set, this was 
the best way to work doing what I love.  The last six years have only 

confirmed that this is a good fit for me.   

 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 

important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

The Judicial role is to listen attentively to the facts and arguments 

presented by each party, to determine which laws apply to any set of 

facts, determine which facts are to be believed if the court is sitting 
as fact-finder, and ultimately make the decisions before the court by 

applying the law to the facts.  Judges should be efficient and 
courteous and make decisions in a timely manner.  A Judge needs to 

make sure that the court and staff, as well as those that come before 

it, function in an orderly and respectful way. 



Most important in this role is the knowledge of the law to be able to 
make those complex decisions.  Also important are the ability and 

willingness to listen to people with various communication styles, and 
the honesty and integrity to make impartial decisions and avoid 

actual or perceived impropriety.  If litigants feel like they have been 

heard and respected, they usually will accept the court’s decision.  It 
is important to explain the reasons for the decision at least to some 

extent.  If people don’t trust that the courts will treat them fairly or 

believe they have been listened to, they stop respecting and following 
the laws.   

I think the greatest challenge for a Judge is patience.   Mentally ill 
people, people under the influence of substances, and pro se litigants 

require extra time and skill to handle.  Because so many things must 

come together to make a court hearing happen, administrative and 
logistical problems occur.  A Judge needs to be able to deal with 

frustration in a professional and reserved manner.   

COVID-19 has helped us all learn to be flexible and adaptive.  We 

worked to keep the courts open during the pandemic, fulfill our 

constitutional mandates, and keep people safe.   

One other challenge is that this job demands a lot of time on holidays 

and weekends to deal with emergency matters and that impacts my 
family as well.  It is worth it to be able to do this work, but there is a 

lot more to this job than I thought last time I answered this question.  

 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 

particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 

philosophy, or temperament. 

I am most proud of my work in the juvenile court with dependency 

jurisdictional trials.  These matters are sometimes very difficult to 
hear due to graphic depictions and descriptions of abuse.  Because 

they are cases where the goal is to bring about change in the parents 

and be able to reunite the family, I always take good notes and spend 
enough time to look at the guiding caselaw from the higher courts 

before I give my ruling.  I try to do that in person and also write my 
findings into the judgment so I can explain to the parents why I’m 

doing what I’m doing.  If I take jurisdiction, I am usually able to get 

parents to work with the court and ODHS.  Together with the rest of 
our Model Court Team, we have shortened the time kids spend in 

foster care and number of cases that result in termination of parental 

rights in our county.   

I am also very proud of my work in the juvenile forms committee.  

This work allows new or unfamiliar judges to have a roadmap to each 
of the findings that must be made at every stage of the juvenile case.  

Because the statutes change every session, so do the forms.    

 



20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I have been working on juvenile justice issues for a while, but there 
has been a lot of change in the last three years regarding delinquency 

issues.  Things like precluding automatic shackling of juveniles, 

starting even serious cases against youth in juvenile court to 
determine if the child is sufficiently mature to be waived to adult 

court, prohibiting runaways from being housed in detention in most 

circumstances, and expunging minor juvenile records when the child 
has matured are all positive changes for the juvenile justice system.   

I would like to see investment in the services necessary for parents 
to be successful in the dependency systems in rural areas.  We don’t 

have adequate services to deal with things like anger management 

problems, complex mental health issues, inpatient alcohol and drug 
treatment, and parenting kids with special needs.  We used to have 

outpatient sex offender treatment services and services to teach non-
offending parents to keep their kids safe from sexual predators, but 

that is changing because our providers retired. 

 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 

and why. 

I admire Justice Brandeis for his development of the law involving the 

right to privacy, his brilliant analysis and willingness to dissent, and 

his belief that a career in law was an opportunity to do good public 
service work.  In addition to his great writing, which a lot of Justices 

can do, he also was a good person and advanced the cause of making 

the law respectable and respected.    
 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

  
 N/A 


