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Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Hon. Patrick W. Henry 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

none 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees. 
 

1. University of Virginia, Bachelor's degree in Environmental Science 
1980-1984 

2. University of Notre Dame, Juris Doctorate 1990-1993 
 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, 
your position and the nature of the practice or activity. 
 

1. Attorney, Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt -- 1993 - 1999 
2. Senior Assistant Multnomah County Attorney -- 1999 - 2015 
3. Circuit Court Judge -- 2015 to the present 

 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  
 

1. Oregon State Bar 1993 
2. US District Court for the District of Oregon 1993 
3. Multnomah County Circuit Court 2015 

 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  
 

The Legend of Scotts Mills, Tips from the Bench, Multnomah Lawyer, 
Fall 2020. 
 
Probate Legislative Update, Tips from the Bench, Multnomah Lawyer, 
Fall 2019. 
 
Oregon’s Harmless Error Doctrine, Tips from the Bench, Multnomah 
Lawyer, Spring 2019. 
 
Representing Vulnerable Adults, Tips from the Bench, Multnomah 
Lawyer, Fall 2018. 
 
Elder Abuse Prevention, Oregon Law Institute, Portland Convention 
Center, Portland, Oregon, May 21, 2010. 
 



7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic 
activities.  

Annual Probate Update, Oregon State Bar, December 15, 2021. 

Annual Probate Update, Oregon State Bar, December 17, 2020. 

Professionalism in Family Law Cases: A Judges Perspective, Oregon 
State Bar, Annual Family Law Conference, August 14, 2018. 

Troublesome Family Law Evidence Issues, Oregon State Bar, March 
2017. 

 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

Judge Henry worked for 16 years as a Senior Assistant County 
Attorney as general counsel for the Department of Human Services. 
He advised various divisions in the department, including the Public 
Guardian's Office, Adult Protective Services Unit, the Mental Health 
Program, the Developmental Disabilities Program, the Domestic 
Violence Program, and the Aging Services Program. His duties include 
analyzing and interpreting relevant statutes and rules, preparing and 
reviewing contracts, and drafting legal opinions.  In addition to 
serving as advisory attorney, he handled a variety of complex civil 
litigation matters in state and federal courts.  Annually, he handled 
approximately 15 to 20 guardianship and conservatorship cases on 
behalf of the Multnomah County Public Guardian and Conservator.   

 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Judge Henry has served as a Multnomah County Circuit Court Judge 
since October 16, 2015 when he was appointed by Governor Kate 
Brown. Judge Henry is the Chief Probate Judge in Multnomah County. 

 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. 
Indicate the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court 
programs, and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

Judge Henry is assigned to the family law department in the 
Multnomah County Circuit Court. As a family law judge, Judge Henry 
hears domestic relations matters, juvenile court cases, domestic 
violence court cases, and probate matters. In addition, Judge Henry 
serves as the Chief Probate Judge in Multnomah County. 

 



11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

None. 

 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

As a Circuit Court Judge, Judge Henry regularly conducts Judicial 
Settlement Conferences for litigants. 

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Judge Henry is a member of the Oregon State and Multnomah Bar 
Associations. Judge Henry is a member of the Family Law and Estate 
Administration Sections of the Oregon State Bar. 

 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

Judge Henry has served as a member of the Domestic Violence 
Fatality Review Team, the Adult Protective Services Law Enforcement 
Multi-Disciplinary Team, the Inter-agency Committee to Prevent 
Abuse, and the Working Interdisciplinary Networks of Guardianship 
Stakeholders.  

 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 
was imposed. 

No. 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an 
attorney or judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal 
proceedings only. 

No. 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I believe that judges can have a positive impact on people’s lives 
through thoughtful and creative approaches to the cases they hear. I 
was interested in furthering approaches that would make the Court 
accessible to vulnerable Oregonians. 



 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

The most important qualities of a judge are to be fair, open-minded, 
humble, and compassionate in relation to the decisions they make 
and the impact they will have on the people appearing before them. 
As far as challenges, the Family Docket is very busy and many 
litigants are unrepresented. One of the court’s biggest responsibilities 
is to ensure that litigants have a full and fair opportunity to be heard. 

 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

I am proud of my representation of the agencies within the 
Department of County Services, including the Public Guardian’s 
Office, Mental Health and Addiction Services, and the Aging and 
Disability Services Program. The issues facing those programs were 
very complex from a legal perspective and called for creative and 
client focused responses. 

 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

Oregon has many parties appearing in family law court without 
attorneys. I think we should look carefully at how families can be 
supported through the court as they make their way through the 
complicated and at times impersonal process they face. I would also 
like to see an increase in the representation of children by guardian 
ad litems in high conflict family law cases and finding a way to 
monitor guardians who are appointed in minor guardianship 
proceedngs. 

 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

Atticus Finch – for his courage in fighting for a just outcome in the 
face of the intense opposition from his own community. 

 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

 
N/A 


