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Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

 Maurisa Regina Gates 
 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

N/A 
 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, and degrees 
awarded.  

1987 to 1992 Wayne State University, B. S. in Criminal Justice 

1992 to 1995, Wayne State University Law School, J.D. 
 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Legal Aid and Defender Association, Inc. 1995 to 2000, Deputy Defender 

 Represented children in delinquency and dependency matters 

Metropolitan Public Defender, Inc., 2000 to 2022, Staff Attorney and Senior 
Attorney 
 
           2000-2001 Represented adults in misdemeanor cases 
 2001-2003 Represented adults in minor felony cases 

2003-2006 Represented adults in arraignments and treatments courts as well as 
civil commitments proceedings 
2006-2022 Represented children in delinquency matters and both parents and 
children in dependency cases primarily  

Pro Tem Judge for Judicial Settlement Conferences for Family Law 
Department (volunteered from 2020 to 2022) 

I acted as a settlement judge for parties seeking dissolution of their marriages, 
resolution of custody issues, and parenting time issues  

Judge for Multnomah County Circuit Court, Family Law Department (March 4, 
2022 to present) 

           I preside over domestic relations matters and juvenile matters (dependency and 
delinquency). 



5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
currently admitted.  

State Bar of Michigan, Oregon State Bar, and Multnomah Bar 
Association 
 

6) If desired, list any publications and/or articles you have authored. 

Revision Author of Chapter 7 (Preadjudication Issues) of Juvenile Law-
Delinquency Book 2019 Edition published by OSB 
 

7) If desired, list any community, teaching or civic activities.  

Co-organizer and trainer for Juvenile Immersion Training Program 
2018, 2019, and 2021 (program created by The Gault Center) 

Portland State University’s Explore the Law Program 2012-2019, and 
2022  
 

8) What is the general character of your practice? If desired, please indicate any legal 
areas in which you concentrate.  

Prior to becoming a judge my primary practice area was Juvenile Law 
 

9) Describe any litigation practice in the last five (5) years and address both the courts 
and types of cases. 

I represented children facing delinquency charges and a young man 
facing a waiver hearing. I represented children and adults in 
dependency matters. My practice has been in Multnomah County Circuit 
Court. 
 

10) Describe any appellate court experience not included above. 

N/A 
 

11) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

N/A 
 

12) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of 
the courts you have served.  

I served as a Pro Tem Judge for judicial settlement conferences in 
domestic relations cases. 



13) List any bar association memberships, and if desired, any offices held or 
committee/project assignments.  

State Bar of Michigan 

Oregon State Bar 

Multnomah Bar Association- was on the Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee from 2016-2019 (Chair of Pipeline Subcommittee during one 
term) 

Prior member of the Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers Association 

Prior member of The Gault Center (formerly National Juvenile Defender 
Center and served as Board Member for the western division state of 
Oregon) 
 

14) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include or parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 
was imposed.  

No. 
 

15) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney? 
If so, please give the particulars and the result. **Include only proceedings that were 
authorized for prosecution by the SPRB.  

No. 
 

16) Why do you want to be a judge?  

The reason why I wanted to become a judge is that I wanted to make a 
bigger contribution to achieving procedural fairness in the courtroom.  
In my prior role as an attorney, one of my most important duties was to 
hold the state to its burden.  In the role of a judge procedural fairness 
translates to holding the petitioner(movant) to their burden. I wanted 
to make sure that in the courtroom all voices are heard that are parties 
to the case, and that parties are treated with civility.  I also believe the 
courtroom should be a welcoming place for all.  

There is room for improvement in how the community accesses 
services from the court.  I think we should make determinations in 
criminal, delinquency, and dependency cases that are evidence based in 
how we order sanctions or provide opportunities for growth and 
reformation.   

 



17) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role.  

A judge must listen to the matter before it in an impartial manner. You 
will not know the entire story by only listening to one side.  A judge 
should be aware that when a person comes before the court there is 
some type of conflict present the majority of the time.  Many individuals 
that come before the court are in crisis, and therefore may not be the 
best version of themselves.  The court should meet them where they 
are, and also approach them in a trauma-informed manner.  A judge 
should not forget to exercise common sense.  

The court is seen by some as the place where one can finally have an 
even playing field. The place where they will be able to present their 
side of the story because the rules apply the same to each side.  So, 
how the court treats individuals that come before them matter because 
it will affect what deference the community will have for it and the 
decisions it renders.   

A judge should be patience and have a calm demeanor.  

One of the biggest challenges for the judge is getting the decision right 
vs. getting the decision made.  This is because you do not want to keep 
parties waiting on a decision, but you want to take the time to review 
all the material provided and do any needed legal research.      

 

18) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament.  

I had a client used the “n-word” while talking with me on the phone.  It 
was doing the time of COVID, and he had not seen me.  The context 
was that he felt he was being targeted by a certain group while in 
prison.  He also blamed the group for actions that occurred to his child.   

I let him know that I am an African American woman and asked if that 
was going to be a problem for him.  He apologized profusely to me.  I 
went on to have a discussion with him and explained that race has 
nothing to do with the behavior he described he did not like.  He 
continued to apologize to me for using that word.  I saw that moment 
as a teaching moment.  

I continued to represent that individual until I left my prior 
employment. He never used that word again and he treated me with 
respect throughout the course of my representation of him.  

I believe it is important to separate the actions of individuals and call 
that what it is and not label people.  I believe that individuals are not 
their worse moment and change is possible.  As a society, I do believe 
that individuals should be held accountable for their actions.  I believe 
there may be times that an individual should be removed from the 



community due to public safety reasons and the severity of the crime 
committed.  However, once the community has a captive audience, we 
should not squander an opportunity to connect that individual to 
services that will help them become a productive member of society 
when they are released.   

 

19) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that concerns you, or 
that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I believe the cash bail system needs reform.  People are being held 
because they are poor. But for that fact, they would be released to deal 
with their pending charges while out of custody and able to maintain 
their employment and maintain their home.  The center piece of a 
release decision should be based on community safety and whether 
that person is likely to return to court.  
 

20) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire 
and why. 

It is a quote attributed to Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, “Well behaved women 
seldom make history”.   

It goes beyond women for me.  The following individuals made history 
because they put themselves out there with a goal of righting a wrong 
and changing the way that things are done to the benefit of society. 
They did it even though it subjected them to physical harm. 

Sojourner Truth, Rosa Parks, and Martin Luther King to name a few are 
such individuals.  

 

21) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I consider it a privilege and honor to serve as a judge and do this 
important work for the community. 


