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1) Full name:  

Vance Douglas Day 
 

2) Campaign website (if applicable): 

 www.TeamVanceDay.org  
 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees. 

Westmont College (1979-81), transferred to Warner Pacific 

Warner Pacific University (1981-82, 1983-84), Bachelor of Science, social 
science/education  

Nova University Law School (1988-89), transferred to Willamette University 

Willamette University School of Law (1989-91), Doctor of Jurisprudence. 
 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position, and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Adams, Day & Hill (1991–2011). After graduating from law school, I started 
in private practice with one of my classmates. We were a civil litigation firm 
based primarily in Salem, but we handled cases throughout Oregon, 
representing thousands of clients. 

Marion County Circuit Court (2012–2019). I was appointed by Governor 
John Kitzhaber as a judge on the Marion County circuit court and 
subsequently elected to a full six-year term in November of 2012. 

Promise Keepers (2019–2021). I was recruited by the board of the Christian 
men’s ministry Promise Keepers to help rebuild the organization, eventually 
serving as president of the organization. Under my leadership, the 
organization was revitalized and now ministers to hundreds of thousands of 
men globally. 

James Madison Center for Free Speech (2021–present). I currently serve as 
“Of Counsel” with the Center, traveling the length and breadth of Oregon 
and meeting with various organizations, churches, and community groups 
to advocate for government of the people, by the people, and for the people. 
 

5) List state and federal bars, courts, and administrative bodies to which you are presently 
admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions. 

Supreme Court of the State of Oregon (Sept. 1991–present) 

United States District Court—Oregon (approximately 1993–present) 



United States Circuit Court, 9th Circuit (approximately 1994–present) 

United States Supreme Court (approximately 1995–present) 

United States District Court—Colorado (approximately 2007–present) 

(Previous Admissions) 

United States Court of Federal Claims 

United States Tax Court  

United States Court of International Trade  

United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces 
 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

Regent University Law Review, Volume 30, 2017–2018, Number 1: “In Re 
Neely: The “Pedestal Principle” and Judicial First Amendment Liberties in an 
Era of Increasing Thought Conformity.” 
 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise), or civic activities.  

Adjunct professor, Corban University, Salem, Oregon (approximately 2013–
2015). I taught courses on government and political philosophy. 

Speaker for workshops, seminars & lectures (2001–2011). I conducted 
leadership training and historical lectures for numerous first responder and 
military service organizations throughout North America and Europe. 

Volunteer, Boy Scouts of America (2002-2015). As a youth and an adult, 
I’ve served in various positions on the local and council level. 

Mentor, Willamette University School of Law (approximately 2014-2015). I 
mentored law students at Willamette University while serving as a circuit 
court judge. 
 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal practice? 
Where appropriate, indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

Our firm handled cases primarily related to civil litigation. My specific focus 
was on personal injury cases, Workers’ Compensation claims, civil rights 
disputes, and constitutional liberty claims. 

 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an administrative 
tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Before being elected as a circuit court judge in Marion County in 2012, I 
served as a pro tem judge in the Salem Municipal Court and a pro tem judge 
for the Marion County circuit court. 



10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, and 
any legal areas in which you concentrate. 

I was sworn into the circuit court as an appointed judge on September 30, 
2011. I was elected in November 2012 to a six-year term, which ended in 
early January 2019. I have not served on the circuit court in Marion County 
for the major part of the last five years. 

In Marion County, every judge handles a general docket for the most part. 
That means we handle trials in cases across a broad spectrum, including 
capital punishment, divorce, child custody issues, criminal law, civil law, 
and constitutional cases. I took on an additional role by handling the Marion 
County veterans’ treatment court. 
 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

I have not served as an appellate judge for which experience as circuit court 
judges serves as a vital prerequisite. In my opinion, it’s difficult to be an 
effective appellate judge unless you have served in the trenches as a circuit 
court judge. Managing trials and resolving disputes between Oregonians is 
critical to understanding how our system works. 
 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

As an attorney and as a circuit court judge, I have served as an arbiter or mediator 
on many occasions. Helping people resolve their disputes is a critical part of being 
an attorney and a circuit court judge.  
 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Other than being a member of the Oregon State Bar, I have previously been an 
active Marion County Bar Association member. 
 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or special 
projects in which you have been involved. 

I helped initiate and build the Marion County veterans treatment court, 
designed to help veterans exit the justice system and begin recovery and 
treatment with the goal of transitioning back into productive lives. This 
included numerous training sessions with the U.S. Department of Justice. 
Under my tutelage, this court achieved an extremely low recidivism rate. 

I also served as a discussion leader on the National Judicial Institute on 
Domestic Violence (NJIDV), which has provided highly interactive, skills-
based domestic violence workshops for judges and judicial officers 
nationwide since 1998. 

 



15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not include 
parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was imposed. 

I have never been convicted or plead guilty to any crimes. 
 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

In May 2014, I quietly asked my staff to refer same-sex wedding requests to 
other judges. As it turned out, no requests ever came to me. 

In our state, judges may perform weddings, but they are not required to do so. 
As Oregon’s Commission on Judicial Fitness and Disability noted, I recused 
myself because I am “a Christian whose firmly held religious beliefs include 
defining marriage as only between a woman and a man.” Lawyers and judges 
have First Amendment liberties and freedom of conscience.  

This simple exercise of constitutionally protected freedom of conscience, which 
in no way prevented same-sex couples from being married. However, political 
activists within our legal and governmental system seeking to inflict 
punishment for failing to conform to their system of beliefs unleashed a 
firestorm of false charges against me and propelled me into the national media 
spotlight. Those charges centered around my Veteran’s Treatment Court and a 
Navy SEAL who participated in our program. His multiple DUI convictions made 
him a felon. 

The SEAL briefly handled an unloaded gun while I was in the same room 
attempting to repair his pellet stove. I self-reported the unloaded gun incident. 
When the Oregon Commission on Judicial Fitness and Disability came down to 
investigate, a colleague falsely reported to the commission that I discriminated 
against gays and lesbians. 

The commission took action, which resulted in nearly four years of litigation, 
costing over $1 million dollars in legal fees. In the opinion of many, those in 
power in various branches of the Oregon government chose to make my case a 
‘cause celeb’ to the great benefit of their political ambitions. I knew I had done 
nothing wrong so I decided to fight back rather than acquiesce to the false 
allegations. The political power structures then launched a vicious but 
unsuccessful attack to drive me from the bench, cancel my law license, strip me 
of his possessions, ruin my reputation and even have me convicted for crimes 
which never occurred.. These attacks all failed because they were founded in 
falsehoods and unsubstantiated hearsay that could not withstand the scrutiny 
of legal due process. 

In Oct. 2018, the State’s criminal case was dismissed, and the house of cards 
constructed against me collapsed from the weight of its own preposterousness. 

With nine months remaining in my tenure and the rest of the State’s legal 
house of cards having collapsed, the Supreme Court of Oregon, in what several 
have characterized as a cultural compromise, decided to suspend me as a judge 
for three years. It was a curious decision. After all, the Oregon Supreme Court 
had the power to remove me at any time but didn’t. If I was such a bad judge, 



why didn’t they remove me? The facts speak for themselves. As Professor Mark 
Hall of George Fox University said (emphasis added),  

“Judge Day has a right to his convictions regarding same-sex marriage, and 
the Oregon Commission on Judicial Fitness and Disability cannot create a 
religious test for office that excludes persons of faith who hold such views.  

“This is not to say that Judge Day may discriminate on the basis of sexual 
orientation when conducting his judicial duties. But there is no reason to 
believe that he did, and there are good reasons in the record to believe he 
did not.  

“Judge Day's case would have been more difficult if Oregon required judges 
to solemnize weddings, and if he had, in fact, refused to do so for same-sex 
couples. … But this is an easy case. We live in the United States of America, 
not Oceania or World State. Civil servants should not lose their jobs for 
committing thought crimes.” 

This entire experience was more than just a misscarriage of justice; it served 
as a teachable moment for me and many in society who find themselves and 
their families facing persecution by the arbitrary power of the state, 
particularly criminal defendants of limited means.  Sadly, it has also served as 
foreshadowing for many troubling assaults on individual liberties by an 
increasingly unconstrained, all-powerful government in the years since I left 
office in 2019. 
 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

According to the Oregon Constitution, the judicial department is a coequal 
branch with the legislative and the executive branches. As such, it has a vital 
role in maintaining our constitutional republic. Our free society cannot long 
survive being under a system where the law is not applied equally. Our state is 
designed to be under the rule of law, which applies to all people, in all places, 
at all times, in the same manner. Judges must enforce the law without bias and 
predetermination of a result. 

I became a judge, and I am attracted to the Oregon Court of Appeals because I 
believe in diversity: particularly diversity of thought and legal philosophy. I 
bring to the bench a unique perspective of someone who has handled hundreds 
and hundreds of litigation cases, felt the boot of government on my neck as a 
criminal defendant, and understands how the rule of law, if applied equally, can 
engender trust and confidence in civil government. 
 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

Philosophy of the judicial role: I am a strict constructionist. Because of this, I 
look at the law's original intent and thoughtfully apply that to the particulars of 
the case. I don't decide a law is unconstitutional and then reverse engineer a 
legal theory to scuttle it. Making—or changing—law is the legislature's job. 
Judges are duty-bound under oath to act as a check and balance against any 
effort to diminish, distort, or discard our Constitutions, along with those rights 
and freedoms of the People they are designed to preserve. 



Most important qualities for a judge:  

The ability to master the law, the facts of the case, and the implications 
of a decision. Undergirding this must be the humility to learn continually 
and listen conscientiously.  

The ability to work collegially, constructively, and respectfully with other 
judges, attorneys, plaintiffs and defendants, and staff. 

The ability to communicate clearly and unambiguously both orally and in 
writing. 

The ability to work hard and for the long haul. 

A deep respect and deference for the rights and freedoms of the 
individual to self-govern, while adhering to the principles of individual 
accountability and personal responsibility under the law. 

A sincere desire to listen to and understand their citizen concerns 
regarding the preservation of their liberty under our Constitutions. 

Character, as defined by the words of renowned College Basketball 
Coach, John Wooden, “Be more concerned with your character than your 
reputation, because your character is what you really are, while your 
reputation is merely what others think you are.” 

 The greatest challenges to the role: 

Activist judges who usurp the role of the legislative and executive 
branches by inventing laws. 

Selective enforcement of the laws, which creates a two-tiered justice 
system. 

Lack of diversity of thought and opinion among judges. For example, if 
elected, I will be the only strict constructionist on the Oregon Court of 
Appeals. 

Case backlogs that can inflict a kind of cruel and unusual punishment 
without due process, since justice delayed is justice denied. 

The politicization of our justice system could lead to abuses of power and 
result in a system that accommodates only the wealthy and privileged 
elite. 

 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial philosophy, 
or temperament. 

In 2012, we secured a $380,000 grant from the federal court to start a 
veteran’s treatment court in Salem. The goal of these innovative courts was to 
target the root causes of veterans’ criminal behavior through a program 
individually tailored to address their needs created by the prosecutor, the 
defense attorney, the judge, other veterans, treatment providers, mentors, and 



support teams. While I was running the program, there was a zero recidivism 
rate. 

It was an excellent example of how a community-based and supported 
therapeutic court can change the life of a criminal defendant. 

As one of the veterans said,  

“Judge Day did, you know, he stepped up, created this court. And in the 
beginning, they were—they weren’t even getting paid for it. And I just 
love him. I think he’s a great judge.”  

Another veteran put it more simply,  

“I don't know how much more I can say. I mean he saved my life, you 
know.” 

It was an approach that was clearly ahead of its time, but more relevant than 
ever, given the enormous challenges of homelessness, addiction, and mental 
illness our society is facing in 2022.  
 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular interest 
or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.   

I hear a lot of judges roll out the expected cliches on the need for diversity, 
equality, fairness, etc.. But it is widely evident that those elements are sorely 
lacking in our current legal system, which is a symptom of a deeper problem. 
Addressing symptoms alone and not the cause isn’t going to transform our 
legal system back to a Justice system for all. 

Both the U.S. and Oregon Constitutions presuppose self-government. Without 
expecting those in our society to self-govern and obey the law, we end up in 
cultural chaos. When this happens, a society can drift quickly into a situation 
where some are required to obey the law (average, hard working people) and 
others (governmental/societal elites or favored groups) are not. This destroys 
a culture’s respect for and adherence to the law, and fundamentally 
undermines public trust in government. Citizens from all backgrounds, races 
and creeds are concerned that is exactly what is happening right now in 
Oregon. By renewing the promise of our justice system to preserve freedom 
and uphold equal justice under the rule of law, public trust can be restored and 
the symptoms of this deeper cause begin to be alleviated. 
 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire and 
why. 

I greatly admire the work of Frederick Douglass and the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Both understood the unique nature of a constitutional republic 
and the vision that “all men are created equal and endowed by their Creator 
with certain inalienable rights.” Though this ideal has seldom been achieved 
during our nation's existence, it is an ideal we must strive for and work daily to 
bring about.  

Both Douglas and King understood that each human being was of ultimate 
value because the imago Dei was deep inside them. They regarded each human 



as unique and worthy to be treated with respect, dignity, and equality, 
regardless of their background, nationality, race, or sex. If we follow the 
example and the message of Douglas and King, we could revolutionize our 
culture and the legacy of liberty we leave to those who follow. 
 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy. 

I Believe in Equality.  

As our Founders declared, all of us are endowed by our Creator with certain 
unalienable rights. This fundamental equality means that each of us is made in 
the image of God, and all of us must be treated not only fairly but with respect, 
dignity, and kindness. In our justice system, we do not hold the child or the 
grandchild of a lawbreaker responsible for their ancestor's crime. 
Unfortunately, we have begun treating people in the justice system differently 
based upon whether their ancestors were the “oppressed” or the “oppressors.” 

Equality is not the same as equity. The justice system should not promote 
privileged categories in the name of redressing past injustices —both real and 
imagined — and pits Americans against one another. By contrast, equality 
strives for fairness, an equal playing field where a person is only limited by 
their own industry and ingenuity. Equality is the bedrock of the American 
Dream. 

I Believe in Freedom.  

Governments don’t grant freedoms to citizens; citizens grant authority to 
governments. This is the essence of government of the people, by the people, 
and for the people. The judiciary has a constitutional role in providing a check 
against the excesses of the other two branches of government: the Executive 
and the Legislative. The check of the judiciary is needed now more than ever. 
History reveals that some in our government use their power inappropriately to 
tell the average citizen how to live, work, and even think.  

I know what it’s like to have the boot of the government on my neck. I know 
that justice delayed can easily become justice denied. I know what it’s like to 
be on the receiving end of the group-think weaponized to punish dissenting 
voices. I know how precious—and fragile—freedom is. 

I Believe in the Rule of Law. 

America is a free, constitutional republic because it is a nation of laws, laws 
that should be applied equally to all people, in all places, at all times, in the 
same manner. “We the People” instituted civil government to serve the citizens 
who first and foremost govern themselves—not to compel citizens to serve the 
government at the behest of edicts and mandates issued by political elites. I 
believe Judges are duty-bound under oath to act as a check and balance 
against any effort to diminish, distort, or discard our Constitutions, along with 
those rights and freedoms of the People they are designed to preserve. 
 


