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Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Marci W. Adkisson 
 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

N/A 
 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

University of Oregon 1981-1982,  
Southern Oregon State College, 1982-1985, Bachelor of Science, 
Willamette University College of Law 1985-1988, JD 
 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, 
your position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Oregon Judicial Department Law Clerk Yamhill County 1988-1989, 
Klamath County District Attorney Office, 1989-2003 (Full and Part-
time), Klamath County Justice of the Peace, 2003-2004, Oregon 
Judicial Department, Circuit Court Judge Klamath County 2005-
present 
 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Oregon State Bar admitted 1988 
 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

N/A 
 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

None currently 
 

 

 



8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

I worked for a year in Yamhill County as a law clerk assisting the 
Circuit Court Judges. As a deputy district attorney, I reviewed police 
reports and made charging decisions, appeared in court on various 
standard criminal appearances, negotiated and prosecuted cases 
through jury trials, assisted in the administration of the District 
Attorney’s Office and supervised Deputy District Attorneys.  As 
Justice of the Peace, I was both the judge and administrator for the 
office.  Presiding over the case load and managing the office staff and 
finances. As Circuit Court Judge I have presided over a full case load 
of both civil and criminal cases.  Since 2015 I have been the Presiding 
Judge tasked with administrative duties in addition to my docket.   
 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Justice of the Peace Klamath County 2003-2004, Klamath County 
Circuit Court Judge 2005-present 
 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. 
Indicate the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court 
programs, and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

I have been the Presiding Judge in Klamath County since 2015 
working with our Trial Court Administrator on court administration.  
The last five years have had a docket consisting of Criminal, Civil and 
Juvenile dependency and delinquency cases.  In addition to my 
regular docket I have presided over the Klamath County Veteran’s 
Court and the Klamath County Behavioral Intervention Court.  
 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

None 
 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

N/A 
 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

N/A 
 

 



14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

 As Presiding Judge, I regularly attend presiding judge meetings 
which address issues in the court system.  In November 2020 I was 
appointed to the Chief Justice’s Advisory team regarding the Covid19 
pandemic and how to best navigate. I served until October 2021. 
 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 
was imposed. 

No 
 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an 
attorney or judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal 
proceedings only. 

NO 
 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I believe in the justice system and had spent my adult life working in 
the Circuit Court.  When there was a judicial opening in my county 
several people encouraged me to run for the open spot.  It felt like a 
natural fit as I am a capable decision maker and I enjoy working with 
people and solving problems.  I think my temperament is fair and 
objective and I treat people with compassion and civility.  
 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

As a judge you must be comfortable making decisions and understand 
that you are not going to make everyone happy in the process.  My 
philosophy has always been to treat all with courtesy and civility and 
to make my reasons for a decision as clear as possible under the 
circumstances.  This is also one of the greatest challenges because 
we do deal with difficult people in some of the most stressful times in 
their lives.  
 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

In 2010 Klamath County started the first Veteran’s Court in Oregon.  
Our team trained together and has continued to serve the justice 
involved veterans in our community.  I had never been a treatment 



court judge and it changed my way of communicating with court 
participants.  I am now much more engaging with people in court and 
make serious efforts to help them understand expectations and 
consequences. As a result of this court I happily stepped into the role 
of Judge in the Klamath County Behavioral Intervention Court.  These 
courts do take more out of you emotionally because you regularly 
engage, correct and cheer on the court participants.  
 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I am as are most Judges seriously concerned about the crisis in Public 
Defense in the State of Oregon.  Overall, though in addition to public 
defense in my rural part of Oregon we are challenged with getting 
new attorneys to come to our community. As a result, our bench is 
working on ways to encourage young attorneys to come here and 
work. 
 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

I have many people I admire who I have been fortunate enough to 
work with in the last 32 years.  My former boss and District Attorney 
Ed Caleb is someone I have always admired.  I watched him over 
many years bring divergent interests together in our community to 
maximize limited resources. As a result of his hard work many years 
after his death Klamath is still able to come together and accomplish 
many things larger communities with more resources are unable to 
do. 
 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I love my job, my colleagues and my community.  I want to continue 
to serve in the capacity of Circuit Court Judge for Klamath County. 

 
 


