
 
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020  

 
 
Candidate Questions: 

 
1) Full name: 

 
Ernest Warren, Jr. 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable): 

www.ernestwarren.com 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, and degrees 
awarded. 

 
Willamette University, BS Economics 1981, Willamette University, MBA, MM 1986, 
Arizona State University, JD 1988. 
 

 
4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity. 

 
Metropolitan Public Defender-1989 to 1990 

 
Warren & Sugarman ( frmly Walker, Warren, & Watkins) 1990-present. 
 

 
5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
currently admitted. 

 
Oregon State Bar, Washington State Bar, U.S. District Courts-Oregon & Western 
Washington. 
 

 
6) If desired, list any publications and/or articles you have authored. 

 
Co-Editor OSB Criminal Law Treatise (2013). 
 

 
 
 

http://www.ernestwarren.com/


7) If desired, list any community, teaching or civic activities. 
 

Court Bench Gang Mentorship Taskforce 2014 to present. 
 

 
8) What is the general character of your practice? If desired, please indicate any legal 
areas in which you concentrate. 

 
Nonprofit Corporate Governance, personal injury, and federal and state criminal 

defense. 
 

 
9) Describe any litigation practice in the last five (5) years and address both the courts and 
types of cases. 

 
US District Court criminal defense, Clackamas, Multnomah, Yamhill, and 
Washington both civil and criminal cases. 
 

 
10) Describe any appellate court experience not included above. 

 
None in the last five years. One successful civil appeal (without opinion) and one 

successful Writ of Mandamus in the early 1990’s. 
 

 
11) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator.  

 
     None. 

 
12) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of the 
courts you have served. 

 
None. 

13) List any bar association memberships, and if desired, any offices held or 
committee/project assignments. 

 
None presently. 

14) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include or parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

 
No. 

 



15) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney? If 
so, please give the particulars and the result. **Include only proceedings that were 
authorized for prosecution by the SPRB. 

 
No. 

 

16) Why do you want to be a judge? 
 

To maintain justice and constantly do what is right for Multnomah County. 
 

 
17) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

 
I am a great listener. If you give folks the opportunity to be heard then not only 

will justice prevail but also folks can feel that they are being treated fairly.  
 
 

18) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

 
I have won many jury trials in the past. The most recent trial was in US District 

Court in Eugene in August of 2019. Very many complex issues, 12 cooperating 
codefendants, 20 law enforcement officers and experts. Again, if you can be fair and 
patient the winning result may occur and justice will prevail. 

 
 
19) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that concerns you, or 
that you have interest in working toward improving. 

 
I love Oregon’s system of justice. The one area that Oregon is deficient is in 10-2 

jury verdicts in felony criminal cases. Oregon is the only state that still allows for this 
biased approach that was based on flawed and racist principals. I have to uphold it until 
we have the courage to change it by referendum. 

 
 
20) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire 
and why. 

 
My hero is Gerry Spence. I have trained with him for over 20 years. He has 

always fought for the rights of people and stood up to corruption. 
 

 
 



21) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy. 
 

I believe that trying as many as 100 cases many of them in Multnomah County 
uniquely qualifies me to be a judge. Yes I have fought my opponents hard for my 
clients, but I will equally fight as hard to maintain justice and constantly do what is 
right. 


