
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Susan M. Tripp 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

None 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  
 
I attended seven colleges between 1978 and 1986.  Over the course of those years, I 
slowly worked towards earning my Bachelor of Arts degree.  At times I went to college 
full time; at other times, I worked full-time and attended college part time.  
Occasionally, I worked and did not attend college at all. Working one’s way through 
college can be a long process.  The colleges I attended are as follows: 
 
Edison Community College 
Ft. Myers, Florida  
 
Tallahassee Community College 
Tallahassee, Florida  
  
Santa Fe Community College 
Gainesville , Florida  
 
Charles County Community College 
La Plata, Maryland  
 
University of Maryland College Park    
College Park, Maryland  
 
George Mason University    
Fairfax, Virginia  
 
George Washington University    
Washington, DC 



BA Psychology (1986) 
 
George Mason University College of Law (1986-1989)      
Arlington, Virginia  
Juris Doctorate (1989) 
 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  
 
Linn County District Attorney’s Office 
Albany, Oregon 
 Deputy District Attorney (1989-1992) 
 
Marion County District Attorney’s Office 
Salem, Oregon 
 Deputy District Attorney (1993-1997) 
 
Marion County Circuit Court 
Salem, Oregon 
 Judge Pro Tem (1997-1999) 
 
Linn County Circuit Court 
Albany, Oregon 
 Judge Pro Tem (2000-2002) 
 
Marion County Circuit Court 
Salem, Oregon 
 Circuit Court Judge (2003-present) 

 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  
 
Oregon State Bar (1989-present) 

 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

 

  



7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  
 

• Member, Board of Directors, Marion County Court Care 
• Member, Board of Directors, Girl Scouts of Oregon and Southwest Washington 
• Guest Lecturer, Moot Court Trial Judge, and Mentor, Willamette University 

College of Law 
• Volunteer, Boy Scouts of America 
• Assistant Coach, high school water polo and lacrosse, youth baseball 
• Volunteer, Sumpter Elementary School 
• Member, Board of Directors, Salem Interfaith Hospitality Network  
• Member, Teen Pregnancy Prevention Group 
• Member, Statewide CASA Taskforce 
• Co-President, Mary Leonard Law Society, Oregon Women Lawyers  

 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 
 
Prior to becoming a judge, I served as a Marion County Deputy District Attorney.  As a 
Deputy DA, I served on the drug prosecution and crimes against children teams. While 
on the crimes against children team, I also worked with others on issues in the 
legislature, in law enforcement, and in the community for the protection of children. I 
enjoyed working on the legislative and policy issues that are vital to building a 
community in which children are safe, well-nurtured, and valued.     

 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 
 
My judicial career began as a Circuit Court Judge Pro-Tem in Marion and Linn 
counties.  I have served as an elected Marion County Circuit Court Judge since 2003.  

 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  
 
I preside over a docket of criminal and domestic relations cases.  

 

 



11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 
 
None 

 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 
 
At times, the court "mediates" cases via settlement conferences. During a settlement 
conference, the judge attempts to help the parties come to an agreement that 
resolves the case short of trial.   
 

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 
 
My bar related activities include: 
Member, Oregon State Bar, since 1989 
Member, OSB criminal, juvenile, and family law sections, on and off since 1992 
Past Member, Executive Committee, OSB Criminal Law Section 
Past Member, OSB Region 6 Disciplinary Board 
Past Trial Panel Member, Disciplinary Board, OSB Region 6  
Member, Marion County Bar Association 
Past Member, Willamette Valley American Inns of Court  
Mentor/Member, Oregon Women Lawyers 
Past Co-President, Mary Leonard Law Society 
 

 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 
 
I previously served as the Vice Chair of the Criminal Law Committee of the Oregon 
Judicial Conference.  As a member of that committee, I reviewed and edited parts 
the Oregon Judges Criminal Benchbook.  I also reviewed proposed legislation and 
provide information to the State Court Administrator's Office regarding the potential 
impact of the proposed legislation on the work of the criminal trial courts.   
  
I also served as a member of the Chief Justice’s Criminal Justice Advisory Committee 
(CJAC).  CJAC was a broad-based group of criminal justice partners that addressed 
many statewide criminal justice issues.  
 



 
   

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No 

 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No 

 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 
 
A judge's job is to serve people, ensure justice, and protect the community. This is 
what initially drew me to my first judicial position.   
  
In 1997, I accepted a job as a Judge Pro-Tem for Marion County.  As Judge Pro-Tem I 
heard eviction cases, small claims cases, restraining order cases, stalking order cases, 
child support, mental commitment hearings and many other cases much like one 
would see in “People’s Court”.  That docket is truly the people’s docket. The people of 
the community come to court for an answer to a dispute.  The court proceedings and 
the discussion of the problem at issue are simple and direct.  Each side tells their 
version of the story and the court attempts to resolve the problem.   
  
I found great satisfaction in the problem-solving and community protection facets of 
the role.  This is what convinced me that at some point I would like to become an 
elected Circuit Court Judge. 
 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 
 
In my role as a Circuit Court judge, I seek to assure that all who appear in my court in 
any type of proceeding feel that they are treated fairly, with dignity and respect.  
Regardless of why they are there or what the outcome, I hope each litigant leaves the 
courtroom feeling that his or her side of the story was heard and understood by the 
court.  



 
A judge must have a solid knowledge of the law, a strong sense of fairness, and an 
unfaltering commitment to kindness and justice.  
  

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 
 
I view my work as service.  I have presided over numerous cases that benefited from 
my detailed and intricate understanding of sentencing laws.  I have tried many 
serious cases where my knowledge of the rules of evidence, admissibility of scientific 
evidence, co-conspirator statements, excited utterances or victim statements have 
reflected my willingness to thoroughly research and to analyze these difficult 
questions.  Finally, in-depth legal research and analysis can begin the review of 
ongoing policy.  I enjoy the opportunity to review and analyze the court's criminal 
policies and procedures in light of current research.  Focusing on the outcomes of 
treatment versus incarceration, we can use this information to continually improve 
the effectiveness of sentencing and sanctions.   
  

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    
 
Over the course of my career, I have diligently worked on issues regarding domestic 
violence, child abuse, stalking, sexual assault, various victim issues, dangerous 
offender sentencing and many others.   
  
Currently, I greatly enjoy my work with the Oregon Judicial Department Law and 
Policy Work Group. The Work Group implements legislation at a functional level 
through Oregon Judicial Department forms and policies. 

 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 
 
I admire Eleanor Roosevelt.  She was a strong, independent and thoughtful woman 
deeply committed to contributing to making the world a better place.  She sought to 
keep the federal government in touch with the needs of ordinary people, actively 
supported women’s rights, and courageously campaigned for international 
recognition of human rights.  She insisted that in public life one must simply do what 
is right, with the pragmatic observation that one is bound to be criticized regardless of 
what one does.  Two of my favorite quotes are “The future belongs to those who 



believe in the beauty of their dreams” and “You gain strength, experience and 
confidence by every experience where you really stop to look fear in the face.  You 
must do the thing you think you cannot do.”    

 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  
 
I am honored to have served Marion County as a Deputy District Attorney, as a Circuit 
Court Judge Pro Tem, and for the last sixteen years as an elected Circuit Court Judge.  I 
believe I have earned a reputation among those who appear before me, whether 
litigants or lawyers, as a firm, fair, hardworking and impartial judge.  I am grateful for 
the trust and responsibility that has been given to me by the people of Marion County. 
 


