
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Ann Marie Simmons 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

n/a 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas (1988-1992) BA Political Science 

Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri (1995-1998) JD 

Northwestern School of Law at Lewis and Clark College, Portland, Oregon 
(1997-1998) Visiting Student 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Douglas County District Attorney’s Office (1998-2010) Deputy District Attorney, 
Prosecution of adult and juvenile criminal cases 

Umpqua Valley Public Defenders Office (2010-2013) Assistant Public Defender, 
Indigent Public Defense 

Douglas County Circuit Court (December 2013 to present) Circuit Court Judge 
for Douglas County, Presiding over civil and criminal cases in Douglas County Circuit 
CourtGermes1970 

 

 



5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Member of the Oregon State Bar – Admitted October 1998 

 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

No answer 

 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

I have previously volunteered for church and scouting activities.  I also enjoy 
teaching kids about trials and the constitution. 

 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

I primarily practiced criminal law (both prosecution and defense) and also 
juvenile dependency cases. 

 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

I have served as a Circuit Court Judge for Douglas County since December, 
2013. 

 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

I preside over all types of cases, including criminal, civil, domestic relations, 
probate, juvenile dependency and delinquency and I currently serve as the presiding 
judge for two treatment courts – Douglas County Drug Court and Douglas County 
Mental Health Court. 

 



11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

None 

 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

None – however, as do all the Douglas County judges, I sometimes serve as a 
settlement conference judge. 

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

None 

 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

I am a member of the Behavioral Health Advisory Committee to the Chief 
Justice. 

 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No. 

 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No. 

 

 

 



17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I believe that acting as a judge is one of the greatest services to the community 
that I can provide. 

 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

A judge must hold people accountable for their actions and the system 
accountable to the people.  Ultimately, a judge is required to solve problems using her 
common sense and reason.   

 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

My time as a treatment court judge has taught me a great deal about how to 
encourage personal engagement in treatment while holding people accountable, how 
to maintain the integrity of judicial system while recognizing human foibles and 
fragility, and the power of positive growth. 

 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I am very concerned about how our judicial system treats and works for people 
with mental health issues.  I am also very interested in how to best provide litigants 
who are self-represented with the information they need to properly prosecute their 
cases, no matter the issue. 

 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

I admire former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor.  One of the 
most remarkable things about Justice O’Connor was her consistently pragmatic and 
common sense approach to interpreting the law.  During her career she often 
provided the swing vote on a divided court, and her even-handed tone has set the bar 
for many of her successors. 



22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

My husband and I have made Douglas County our home for more than 20 
years.  We hope that life in a rural community helps to instill the importance of 
community service to our children. 


