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Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

 John Edward Schlosser 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

www.votejohnforjudge.com 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, and degrees 
awarded.  

 
Lewis & Clark Law School, Portland, OR 
J.D., May 2010 – Certificate in Criminal Law and Procedure 

Jessup International Moot Court: Best Brief 2009 - Mid-Atlantic Super 
Regional; highest placing brief in the U.S.; fourth best brief 
internationally (over 400 teams); Honor Board 

    Public Interest Law Project - stipend recipient, 2008 
    Lewis & Clark Law School Pro Bono Honors Award, 2008 
 
Hawaii Pacific University, Kaneohe, HI 
B.S., Marine Biology, December 2002 
   Dean’s List 
      Beta Beta Beta (science honor society) 

  Tutor, biology 
 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  
John E. Schlosser, Attorney, LLC, Portland and St Helens, OR – Attorney, 9/2018-present 

Indigent defense contractor in Columbia County, OR – represent criminal 
defendants in misdemeanor, felony, and probation violation matters.  Privately 
retained attorney in Multnomah County, OR – pro bono and low bono 
representation of immigrants and protestors. 

 

http://www.votejohnforjudge.com/
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Dickison Law, LLC, Portland, OR – Associate Attorney, 7/2013-7/2018 
Carried, primarily, a busy misdemeanor and felony public defense, and family 
law caseload.  Also represented indigent clients in probation and restraining 
order violations.  Private client matters include OBPPPS matters, appeals, 
Measure 11 defense, personal injury, and domestic relations/dependency cases. 

 
The VanderMay Law Firm, Salem, OR - Associate Attorney, 6/2011-6/2013 

Handled a wide variety of personal injury, civil litigation, criminal defense, 
domestic relations, business law, estate planning, and probate matters.  
Represented clients in motor vehicle and recreational sport injury actions, 
medical and legal malpractice claims, state and federal tort claims, and multi-
million dollar real estate transactions. Handled firm’s lesser felony, 
misdemeanor, stalking/ restraining order, and administrative matters. Assisted in 
major felony cases. Represented clients in divorce, child custody, grandparent’s 
rights and FAPA restraining order proceedings.  

  
John E. Schlosser, Attorney at Law, LLC, Portland, OR - Attorney, 12/2010-6/2011 

Solo practitioner.  Carried a, primarily, criminal defense caseload (traffic, 
misdemeanor and felony cases). OPDS non-contract certified for misdemeanors 
in Multnomah and Washington counties.  Also handled small business 
representation, civil litigation, landlord-tenant disputes and estate planning 
matters. 

 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
currently admitted.  

Oregon State Bar 

Oregon Federal District Court 

 

6) If desired, list any publications and/or articles you have authored. 

N/A 

 

7) If desired, list any community, teaching or civic activities.  

TEACHING: Facilitated numerous Continuing Education courses to Oregon 
attorneys, and to private investigators.  
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CIVIC ENGAGEMENT:  

Co-founded (date) and serve as president of the Board of Directors for 
Repatriate our Patriots since January 2019. A Portland-based nonprofit organization 
that advocates for the rights of US military veterans that have been deported. 

Serve on Board of Directors, since 2018, for Pueblo Unido PDX, a nonprofit that 
centers advocacy around immigrant rights. 

 

8) What is the general character of your practice? If desired, please indicate any legal 
areas in which you concentrate.  

I serve Multnomah County and Columbia County residents as a criminal 
defense trial attorney. My work specializes in the representation of immigrants 
charged with criminal offenses. I also have a history working with general civil 
litigation and domestic relations as well as civil rights litigation from time-to-time. 

 

9) Describe any litigation practice in the last five (5) years and address both the courts 
and types of cases. 

Throughout the past five years, I have defended countless Oregonians in 
numerous trials throughout the Multnomah and Columbia County Circuit Courts. My 
work has focused on providing integrity, transparency and due process in Oregon’s 
justice system.  

My non-criminal litigation has focused on domestic relations matters resulting 
in contested hearings or trials. I also represent clients in state and federal civil rights 
cases that are still in litigation. 

 

10) Describe any appellate court experience not included above. 

I have argued in front of the Oregon Court of Appeals, twice. 

 

11) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

N/A 
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12) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of the 
courts you have served.  

N/A 

 

13) List any bar association memberships, and if desired, any offices held or 
committee/project assignments.  

 
Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers Association – Member since 2009 – Board of 

Directors member since 2019 
 

 OSB House of Delegates – 2017-2019 

 

14) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include or parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed.  

N/A 

 

15) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney? If 
so, please give the particulars and the result. **Include only proceedings that were 
authorized for prosecution by the SPRB.  

N/A 

 

16) Why do you want to be a judge?  

One of my law school mentors, Judge Keith Meisenheimer, a domestic 
relations judge for Multnomah County, expressed the impact of judgeship had on his 
ability to change the lives of people.  He had previously been a prosecutor, and I was 
considering practicing in criminal defense; despite that difference, we had remarkably 
similar views of criminal justice.  When he told me how much he loved his role as a 
judge, and how he felt that he was able to make a difference in more peoples’ lives, 
he (perhaps, unintentionally) set me on my path to run for this position. 

Essentially, I want to help more people. 
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17) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role.  

In addition to the obvious ‘upholding the rule of law, I believe the best judges 
approach justice through a compassionate lens.  My philosophy is also driven by the 
desire to learn about the root causes that lead parties to court, and find solutions that 
prevent recidivism. The greatest and most difficult challenge to this role is knowing 
that you cannot help everyone that appears before you. 

 

18) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament.  

I am incredibly honored and proud to work defending the rights of Multnomah 
County’s immigrant community.  My commitment to fighting like hell in the 
courtroom is equal across each and every case. The repoire I’ve built with both clients 
and colleagues speaks to my ability to be a team player and understand the most 
productive ways to engage within the community.  

 

19) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that concerns you, or 
that you have interest in working toward improving.    

First and foremost, I want voters to know that I am dedicated to making our 
courts a safe place for everyone, including immigrants. Let that commitment be clear. 

Additionally, as a victim of a major crime as a minor, I believe that a 
Restorative Justice Court should play a role in e Oregon’s criminal justice system, 
which currently does not use Restorative Justice practices.  While not right for every 
situation, the restorative justice centers on creating a space that allows for the healing 
of communities, and victims, through engaging with offenders in an attempt to repair 
the harms caused. Although not every case requires this approach, the benefits of 
restorative justice are often overlooked and under employed though the net positive 
impact could be tremendous.  

 

20) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 

Here, my answer is the same as question 16.   
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One of my mentors while I was in law school was Judge Keith Meisenheimer, 
who was a domestic relations judge for Multnomah County.  He had been a 
prosecutor, and I was looking at practicing criminal defense, and despite that 
difference, we had remarkably similar views of criminal justice.  So, when he told me 
how much he loved his role as a judge, and how he felt that he was able to make a 
difference in more peoples’ lives, he (perhaps, unintentionally) set me on my path to 
run for this position. 

 

21) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I am committed to bringing trust back to justice in Multnomah County. In 
addition to transparency and integrity, I will bring compassion to rigidity of due 
process. 


