
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Thomas M. Ryan 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

None  

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

University of Oregon School of Law, 1984 to 1987, Juris Doctorate (Law 
Degree), with honors.   

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Circuit Court Judge, 2007 to the present.  As a Circuit Court judge for the last 13 
years, I have presided over civil, criminal and family law matters.  I have heard 
hundreds of trials.  As a Judge I have, in the past, presided over our Court’s 
STOP court drug treatment program and our mental health court.  Both of 
those courts help those charged with crimes in a meaningful and positive way 
and help keep our community safe.   

Circuit Court Judge Pro tem, 2004 to 2007.  As a pro tem judge I heard 
misdemeanor trials, traffic matters, arraignments, landlord tenant disputes 
and other cases in both Portland and Gresham.   

Attorney and Chief Attorney, Metropolitan Public Defender (MPD), Portland, 
1989 to 2004.  As an attorney at MPD, I appeared in court representing clients 
almost every day.  I represented clients on criminal, juvenile and civil 
commitment matters, and occasionally on appeal.    

Law Clerk, Judge Susan Graber, Oregon Court of Appeals, 1987 to 1989.  As an 
appellate law clerk, I did legal research and writing on a wide variety of 
criminal and civil issues.  



 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Oregon State Bar, member in good standing since 1987.   

 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

Co-Author, Chapter 19 “Defenses”, Oregon State Bar Criminal Law Continuing 
Legal Education Publication.     

 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

I have presented at community groups and at continuing legal education 
seminars.  I regularly volunteer as a moderator at DUII Victim Impact Panels, at 
which persons charged with DUII hear from those who are the victims of DUII.  
I have in the past served on the Oregon Uniform Trial Court Rules Committee.  I 
served for 6 years as a member of, and for one year as the chair of, the Oregon 
Board of Bar Examiners.      

 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

Before I was a Judge I was an appellate law clerk for 2 years and then a 
criminal defense and juvenile law lawyer at Metropolitan Public Defender for 
14 years.        

 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Circuit Court Judge, 2007 to the present.   

Full time Pro tem Judge, Multnomah County Circuit Court, 2004 to 2007. 

Before 2004, I served as an arbitrator on Oregon State Bar fee arbitration 
panels.   

 



10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

My judicial work over the past 5 years has included the full range of Circuit 
Court work.  I have presided over civil, criminal, and family law cases.  I have 
been a settlement judge and settled many cases.    

 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

I have no judicial experience in the appellate courts.  However, as a lawyer I 
appeared before the Oregon Court of Appeals and the Oregon Supreme Court.   

 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

Before I was a Judge, I served on Oregon State Bar fee arbitration panels.   

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

I have been a member in good standing of the Oregon State bar since 1987 and 
am a long time member of the Multnomah Bar Association  

 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

I currently serve on the Multnomah County Circuit Court executive committee.   

I have served on many bar association and judicial branch committees, 
including the following:  Multnomah Bar Association legal services to the poor 
committee, Multnomah Bar Association equality committee, Oregon State Bar 
client security fund committee, Oregon State Bar civil jury instruction 
committee, Oregon Judicial Conference Judicial Conduct committee, Oregon 
Board of bar examiners, and the Uniform Trial Court Rules committee.   

I have been involved in many special projects, including being one of three 
judges involved in the Juvenile Justice Reinvestment Project, in which some 
juveniles charged in adult court with measure 11 crimes were afforded an 



opportunity to have their case resolved through the juvenile court system.  
Subsequent legislation put in place by our Legislature and Governor 
implemented and formalized a similar process.       

 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No, I have not.   

 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No, I have not.   

 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

The opportunity to serve the community and help solve problems through 
thorough listening, common sense, and hard work.    

 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

A judge should be hard working, a good listener, and follow the law as set forth 
by the United States and Oregon Constitutions, our legislature, and our 
appellate courts.  Humility is a very important quality for a judge.  A humble 
judge will listen well, be respectful of the parties and their arguments, explain 
his or her reasoning, and work hard.  The greatest challenges to the role 
include the reality of dealing with limited resources (for example, the scarcity 
of mental health and drug and alcohol addiction resources) and the increasing 
cost of civil litigation in a time when many people cannot afford it.      

 

 



19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

I am proud of all my work, though realistic enough to know that someone 
viewing my work might have an opinion that some of it is better than other of 
it.  I am proud of my stewardship of our county’s mental health court.  During 
my time as the judge overseeing mental health court we helped many of our 
county’s citizens avoid jail, prison, and criminal trouble while they achieved 
better mental health and reconnected to society in ways that will benefit 
them, their families and neighbors, and the entire community.     

 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I would like to see juror compensation increased to $25.00 a day for the first 3 
days of jury service and to the Oregon minimum wage for any subsequent 
days.  I believe that such an increase is appropriate and would help insure that 
juries are representative of our communities.   

 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

I admire Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, retired from the United States Supreme 
Court.  I had a chance to talk with Justice O’Connor at an Oregon State Bar 
convention, and found her to be down to earth, pleasant and approachable.  
Her opinions were well written, succinct, and narrowly drawn to address only 
the issues before the court.       

 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I have appreciated the opportunity to serve Multnomah County as a judge for 
the past thirteen years.  I believe I have done so with hard work and humility 
while listening closely to and respecting the lawyers and parties before me.  I 
would greatly appreciate your vote.  Thank you.       


