
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Cheryl Pellegrini 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

None 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

Stonehill College, N. Easton, MA. 1974-1975 

University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 1977-1981 BA English Lit. 

University of Oregon School of Law, 1984-1987 JD 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, 
your position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

 Law clerk, contract attorney. Lane County Legal Aid Services, Eugene, 
OR, 1985-1987.  Legal research and writing, client intake, limited legal 
advice in areas of unemployment claims, landlord-tenant, family law, 
workers comp. 

Judicial Clerk, bailiff. Klamath County Circuit Court, Dec. 1987-May 
1988. Duties included legal research, writing, clerk/bailiff in the courtroom.  

Deputy District Attorney.  Klamath County Office of the District 
Attorney, May 1988-Sept. 1995. Chief Deputy DA from 1992-1995.  Duties 
included prosecution of a wide range of misdemeanors and felony offenses 
with an emphasis of sex crimes; co-chaired an aggravated murder 
prosecution (death penalty); handled juvenile dependency and delinquency 
matters, and county civil commitments.  Additional duties included 
organizing Klamath County’s Multidisciplinary Child Abuse team and 
assisting in the creation of Klamath County CARES Unit. 

Assistant Attorney General, Oregon Department of Justice, Salem, OR 
Oct. 1995-March 2014.  During my tenure at DOJ, I served in four legal 
Divisions (Civil Enforcement, General Counsel, Criminal Justice, Trial) and 
served in both “line” and managing attorney positions.  Job assignments 
included: 



• Worked in and then managed DOJ’s Financial Fraud/Consumer 
Protection Section, which enforced the state’s Unlawful trade Practices 
Act and antitrust provisions; acted as DOJ’s legislative liaison for 
consumer protection bills and made budget presentations to the 
Legislature. 

• Managed the Business Activities Section of General Counsel, which 
provided advice and legal representation in APA contested case matters 
to the state’s professional and occupational licensing boards.  

• Managed the Organized Crime Section of the Criminal Division, focusing 
on election law violations, misconduct by public officials and criminal 
RICO. Later, served as legal counsel for the Criminal Intelligence Unit, 
provided training to law enforcement and insuring compliance with state 
and federal criminal intelligence data collection rules. 

• Deputy Chief Counsel, Civil Enforcement Division. Responsible for intra-
agency coordination of civil and criminal investigations, enforcement 
actions/prosecutions in the areas of election law violations, civil rights 
and civil RICO actions to insure compliance with laws governing civil-
criminal information-sharing. 

• Chief Counsel, Trial Division.  My initial assignment was to assist the 
Division in working through a structural and cultural transition to 
address significant morale and personnel issues. In the course of that 
process, I was pointed Chief Counsel and went on to managed the 
Division, which comprised  40+ lawyer civil defense practice charged 
with providing legal representation to State officials, officers and 
agencies, when they are sued in state and federal forums. 

 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Oregon State Bar, 1987-present 

 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

N/A 

 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

Children and Families Commission for Marion County, member.   

CASA of Marion County –provide instruction to volunteer applicants 
on Oregon’s child welfare system and observations from the bench 
concerning a CASA’s role. 



  

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

Criminal and Civil enforcement 

 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Circuit Court Judge, March 2014-present 

 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. 
Indicate the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court 
programs, and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

March 2014-Jan. 2017 – General docket, including criminal, civil, 
domestic relations and limited dependency matters. 

March 2017-present – Presiding Juvenile Court Judge, handling 
delinquency, dependency and other related matters (emancipation, 
guardianships, juvenile expunction applications, family and juvenile 
treatment courts) 

 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

None 

 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

None. I have conducted judicial settlement conferences. 

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Marion Co. Bar Association, member 

Mary Leonard Law Society (OWLS), member 

Willamette Valley Inns of Court, member 

 



14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

Juvenile Judicial Education and Leadership Institute, currently am the 
secretary.  This group works with OJD’s Juvenile Court Improvement Project 
to identify topics/issues for judicial education and training, and identifies 
subject matter experts within the bench. 

OJD’s SB1008 Work Group; Governor’s SB 1008 Work Group – each 
was charged with identifying the actions required to implement the 
provisions of SB 1008 (2019), which removed the automatic waiver 
provisions for 15-17 year old youth charged with BM 11 offenses and 
required the court to hold a waiver hearing.  Governor’s Work Group is 
ongoing to oversee the implementation of the bill and identify issues 
requiring further Legislative action. 

 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 
was imposed. 

No 

 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an 
attorney or judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal 
proceedings only. 

No 

 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

After working on a state-wide level for 19 years, I wanted to do work 
that took advantage of the experience I’d gained and benefitted the 
community I lived in.  

 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

Broadly speaking, the function of a trial court judge is to understand 
and accurately apply state and federal law to resolve disputes and to insure 
the even application of criminal laws. In practice, it is that and so much 
more. It is the responsibility of a judge to insure access to the courts in a 
meaningful way to all persons who interact with legal system, to set a tone 
of respect and civility in all court proceedings and, when appropriate, to 



convene community partners to address resource issues and court 
improvement initiatives. 

First and foremost, a judge must be a skilled listener. Second, a judge 
must not make assumptions about anyone based on the circumstances 
which bring them before the court. We often see people at their worst and 
lowest points. We must remember that this does not represent the totality 
of that person. Likewise, I have come to understand that my job is to judge 
conduct and actions; it is not to make a moral judgment about a person’s 
worth or value. This is a challenge, because we all do this and it is a danger 
because it is the root of implicit bias.   

 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

Treatment Courts.  I currently run a family treatment court and a 
juvenile treatment court.   While treatment courts are seen as “alternative” 
court programs, I believe they reflect the judiciary’s best efforts to balance 
compassion with accountability, and to create an environment in which 
parents and youth can envision a different life for themselves (and in the 
case of parents, for their children), one that is not limited by their past.  At 
their best, treatment courts are the crucibles out of which participants 
emerge with hope and self-determination. This is some of the best and most 
challenging work I have done as a judge. 

 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

Juvenile Justice, and in particular, how we approach the task of 
reformation.  Youth offenders are different than adult offenders because 
they have the biological capacity to reformat their neural pathways and 
imprint pro-social choices, behaviors and values.  This recognition drove the 
Oregon Youth Authority to restructure its programs and facilities.  Judges, 
however, have not had access to the same education and training as other 
stakeholders in the juvenile justice system.  SB 1008  (2019) ended the 
process of “automatic waivers” to adult court  of youth aged 15-17 who are 
charged with BM 11 offenses and returned that decision to the courts by 
requiring a hearing for any waiver sought.  In response, the Oregon Judicial 
Department developed trainings for judges prior to the law’s 
implementation.  However, our need for training does not stop here. Chief 
Justice Walters recognizes this, as evidenced by her Strategic Plan’s 
inclusion of an initiative to create a Juvenile Justice Improvement Project, 
much like the existing Juvenile Court Improvement Project for dependency 
mattes.  I am committed to supporting the Chief’s effort in any way I can.  

  



21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

Our own Justice Virginia Linder.  Besides being an extraordinary 
jurist, Justice Linder has the ability to give due consideration to even the 
most strained legal argument.  I consider hers to be the gold standard in 
judicial temperament.   

 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I hope to continue serving my community and the State .  

 
 
 


