
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Karen Ostrye 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

NA 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

 
1996-1998 Portland Community 

College/Columbia Gorge 
Community College 
 

Portland, OR Business 

1998-2000 Portland State University Portland, OR B.S. Business/Finance 
 

2000-2003 Northwestern School of 
Law - Lewis and Clark 
College 

Portland, OR Juris Doctor 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

 
Dates Employer Address & Contact Position 
    
a) 2002-2003 Jaques, Sharp, 

Sherrerd & FitzSimons 
205 3rd Street, Hood 
River, OR, 97031  

Law Clerk 

b) 9/2003- 
3/2007 

Jaques, Sharp, 
Sherrerd & FitzSimons 

205 3rd Street, Hood 
River, OR 97031  

Associate Attorney 

c) 3/2007- 
7/2014 

Jaques, Sharp, 
Sherrerd, FitzSimons 
& Ostrye 

205 3rd Street, Hood 
River, OR 97031 

Partner/Attorney 
 
 



d) 8/14-
present  
  
 

Oregon Judicial 
Department 

309 State Street Hood 
River, OR 97031 

Circuit Court Judge 

 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

 
a) 9/2003 Oregon State Bar 
b) 11/2007 Washington State Bar 
c) 1/2010 US District Court, District of Oregon 
d) 1/2011                            US District Court, Eastern District of Washington  

 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

 
a) Hood River County School District Board of Directors, Elected Position, 2003-2007 
b) Hood River Education Foundation Board of Directors, 2005-2008 
c) Mid Columbia Bar Association, 2006-2010, Treasurer, Vice Pres, and President 
d) Teen Court Judge, 2004-2008 
e) Juvenile Court Improvement Project, 2010 – present 
f) Court Appointed Special Advocates Board of Directors, 6/2012 – 8/1/2014 
g) Mentor Big Brothers Big Sisters, Sept. 2011 – 2019 
h) Juvenile Court Improvement Project Advisory Committee Member 2016-Present 
i) Speaker at Shoulder to Shoulder, Juvenile Court Conference 
j) Presenter at Eyes of the Child Conference 

 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

My past clients have included: plaintiffs, defendants, mothers, fathers, employees, 
employers, children of all ages, foster parents, grandparents, accused defendants and 
victims.  



Domestic Relations 60% 
Criminal 15% 
Juvenile 15% 
Civil/Employment 10% 

 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Seventh Judicial District Circuit Judge August 2014-Present 

 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

Each judge in the 7th Judicial District presides over every kind of case that comes 
before us in the five counties of our district.  That includes but is not limited to 
proceedings in the areas of criminal, civil, family, juvenile, landlord tenant, and orders 
of restraint.  Additionally, I currently preside over the Family Dependency Court in 
Wasco County, which is a treatment court for parents.  

 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

None 

 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

I routinely serve as a settlement conference judge which is similar to the role of a 
mediator. 

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Oregon Women Lawyers 

GROWLS – Gorge Chapter of Oregon Women Lawyers 



14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

Member of the Juvenile Court Improvement Project Advisory Committee 

 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No 

 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No 

 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

Being a judge is exactly what I thought it would be, and I truly love the work.  When a 
vacancy opened up in the seventh judicial district, I knew that what I would bring to 
the court was a perfect fit for the needs of our district.  I was attracted by the desire to 
serve my community and I love the huge variety of legal issues that I encounter.  

 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

 
The qualities most important for the role of a judge are to be kind, patient, dignified, 
and attentive to every case.  Every qualified candidate comes to the bench as a trained 
advocate.  A judge is not an advocate.  Changing that way of thinking can be 
challenging. My goal is for every litigant to feel that they were heard, regardless of 
how the case resolves.  
 
 



19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

I’m always happy when I make a ruling and the party I rule against takes the time to 
say, “thank you.”  I know that in that moment they felt the proceeding was fair and 
they were listened to and treated with respect.  That is important to me and is a 
reflection of my judicial philosophy.  

 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I am concerned about the lack of mental health resources for our community 
members who need them.  Community members, adults and youth, struggling with 
mental illness do not belong in the juvenile and criminal justice systems.  

 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

Before becoming a judge, I practiced before a judge in this district for many years, 
often under very intense circumstances.  In all those years though I never once saw 
him be cross, rude or demeaning to any defendant or litigant.  He was always dignified 
and kind.  That should be a goal for all of us.  

 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

The perspective I bring to the court is unique and my path to the bench was unusual.   

When I entered law school, my sons were five and eight years old.  I commuted from 
Hood River to Lewis and Clark Law School in Portland five days a week and rushed 
home most days in time to meet the school bus in the early afternoon.  This 
experience gives me a very optimistic view of the capabilities that people possess and 
I try and remind people of what they can do.   

So far it has been an honor to serve this community as one of your judges and I am 
eager to continue in that role.   
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