
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name:  Josephine H. Mooney (aka “Jodie Mooney”) 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable): No campaign website 
 
 
3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  
 

• JD - University of Oregon School of Law, 1988 
 

• BA - University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee, 1984 
 

 
4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  
 

• 1988 to 2005:  Trial attorney, Calkins & Calkins, Eugene 
 

• 2005 to 2011:  Director - Risk Management, PeaceHealth 
 

• 2011 to 2019:  Circuit Court Judge, Lane County 
 

• 2019 to Present:  Oregon Court of Appeals Judge 
 

 
5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

• Oregon State Bar – 1988 

 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  
 

• Fall 2015 – OWLS Advance Sheet – “The Work Continues.” 

• Fall 2014 – OTLA Trial Lawyer – “Insurance – an elephant in the jury room?” 



• April 2014 – OSB Litigation Section/Judges Corner: “Motions in Limine – Tips 
for Newer Litigators.” 

• August/September 2013 – OSB Bulletin – “Common Sense & Humanity:  A New 
Judge’s Perspective on the Bench.” 

• Prior versions of OSB Torts CLE, Chapter 8 – Negligence:  The Basic Elements 
 

 
7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  
 

• Ongoing: Mentoring law students and young lawyers through Bar groups & 
Law School programs 

 
• 2014 – Present:  Executive Board Member, Oregon State Bar Litigation Section 

(Manage “Judges’ Corner” program) 

• 2011 – 2017:  Executive Board Member, Oregon Circuit Court Judges 
Association 
 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

 
• I was in private practice with a small law firm in Eugene from 1988 to 2005.  I 

tried civil cases, primarily defending individuals and businesses in lawsuits, 
with a focus on medical and hospital negligence cases. 

• I then spent 7 years working in-house for a hospital system in 
Eugene/Springfield overseeing the Risk Management and related departments. 
 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

 
• I was a trial judge on the Lane County Circuit Court Bench from 2011 to 2019. 

• I have been working as a Court of Appeals Judge since June of 2019. 



10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  
 

• As a trial judge in Lane County, I was assigned to most of the routine dockets 
including criminal, civil ex parte, FEDs, Small Claims, Traffic Court, Commercial 
Court, FAPAs/restraining orders, Juvenile Delinquency and Juvenile 
Dependency.  I presided over jury trials and Bench trials and assisted parties 
resolve their cases through settlement conferences.  

• As a judge on the court of appeals, I work with other judges to hear and decide 
cases of all types and I write case opinions as assigned. 
 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 
 

• I served as a pro tem judge on the Oregon Court of Appeals in 2014. 
 

 
12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 
 

• I served as an arbitrator for a number of Dalcon Shield (IUD) cases in the late 
1990s.  

 
• I have also served as “settlement conference judge” in a number of cases 

including dissolution and custody matters, personal injury claims and public 
records disputes. 
 

 
13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 
 

• 2014 – Present:  Executive Board Member, Oregon State Bar Litigation Section 
(Manage “Judges’ Corner” program) 
 

 
14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

See answers to questions 7 and 13, above. 
 

 



15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No 
 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No 

 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 
 

After working in the private sector for 23 years, I wanted to expand the scope 
of my practice and felt that I had something of value to offer through public 
service work. Serving as a judge offers me that opportunity and I am grateful 
for it. 
 
 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

My judicial decision-making is driven by common sense and fairness.   

My judicial philosophy is grounded in the firm belief that our state and federal 
constitutions are dynamic documents intended to be both timeless and timely.  
Our appellate courts interpret the constitution, statutes and other laws and, in 
doing so, develop case law that adapts to the times to meet the needs of 
society.  I believe it is important to respect precedent and to proceed 
thoughtfully and cautiously with change, ensuring that all persons may be 
heard and treated equally under the law. 
 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

I have worked on a wide range of cases and dockets as a judge and I have 
enjoyed it all.  For the final two years that I was a trial judge, I presided 
primarily over juvenile dependency matters.  I regard that work as some of the 
most important work I have done.   



 
20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon’s justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    
 

I remain interested in the work of the juvenile dependency system. 
 
 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 
 

Abraham Lincoln.  He was plain-spoken and clear.  He was strong in his resolve.  
But, mostly, I admire him because he did what he thought was right.   
 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

N/A 


