
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Heidi Heim Moawad 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

N/A 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

1990-1994 Whittier College, B.A. (Theatre / Political Science) 

1996-1999 University of Oregon School of Law, J.D. 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

1999-2004, Multnomah County District Attorney’s Office  

• 1999-2001: Level 1 attorney assigned to Intake Unit, Gresham Courthouse, 
Trials, Presiding Court, Unit A Property Felony Rotation 

• 2002-2004: Level 2 attorney assigned to Unit B Drugs/Vice; Unit C/Gangs 
Project Safe Neighborhoods Firearms Prosecution – this included being cross-
designated to the US Attorney’s Office  

2005, Oregon State Legislature 

• Judiciary Committee Counsel, responsible for working with committee 
members on legislation, drafting Staff Measure Summaries, coordinating 
across chambers  

September 2005 – 2013, Multnomah County District Attorney’s Office 

• 2005-2007: Level 2 attorney assigned to Unit B Drugs/Vice, handled 
Forfeiture Matters 



• 2007-2010: Level 3 attorney assigned to Unit C/Gangs, handled person 
felonies including robbery, vehicular assault and homicide, arson, animal 
abuse, and murder 

• 2010-2011: Level 3 attorney specially assigned to missing child case 

• 2011-2013: Level 3 attorney assigned to Multi-Disciplinary Team, handled 
both the criminal prosecutions involving child abuse as well as companion 
dependency matters in juvenile court 

April 2013-April 2019, Governor’s Office 

• Served both Governors Kitzhaber and Brown as the Military & Public Safety 
Policy Advisor.  The job of a policy advisor is two-pronged.  First, advisors 
work with the Governor to advance the Governor’s objectives within the 
assigned policy area, by suggesting or promoting legislation, through work 
with agencies, and by identifying persons for appointment to various boards 
and commissions.  Second, the advisor acts as a liaison between the 
Governor and the advisor’s assigned agencies.  In my six years, I primarily 
worked with the following agencies: the Criminal Justice Commission, the 
Department of Corrections, the State Police, the Department of Public Safety 
Standards and Training, the Military Department & Office of Emergency 
Management, the Board of Parole and Post-prison Supervision, and the 
Oregon Youth Authority.  For briefer periods I also worked with the 
Department of Human Services, Housing & Community Services, the Oregon 
Liquor Control Commission, the Oregon Lottery, and the Oregon Racing 
Commission.  I also assisted the General Counsel’s Office with District 
Attorney appointments.   

April 2019 – present, Circuit Court Judge (see responses to q. 10 for more) 

 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Oregon State Bar, admitted September 1999. 

 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

2013 Oregon State Bar Criminal Guide, co-editor 

 



7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

In the DA’s Office I was on the CLE Committee and led several training sessions 
including Ethics and Technology. 

I have served as a mentor with Minds Matter, on the Board of Camp 
Rosenbaum, and currently serve on the Board of Lincoln Youth Football. 

 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

Criminal law 

 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

I was appointed to the bench and started in April 2019 

 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

In the year that I have been a Multnomah County Circuit Court Judge, I have 
been assigned to misdemeanor and felony arraignments, traffic court, parking court, 
stalking protective order court, landlord / tenant court, and small claims court. 

As a general rotation judge, I have also presided over 19 jury trials: one civil 
matter (vehicle collision with issues of liability and injury causation), six felonies and 
twelve misdemeanors.  I’ve had additional cases assigned as trials resolve before the 
trial after motion practice. 

I have also heard several civil motions, probation violation hearings, release 
hearings, pleas, and participated in both the Multnomah County Justice Reinvestment 
Program settlement conferences, and other criminal judicial settlement conferences. 

 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

N/A 



12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

N/A 

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Multnomah Bar Association, served on the Court Liaison Committee and the 
Judicial Selection Committee (including as chair in 2012-2013). 

 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

N/A 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No. 

 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No. 

 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I am proud that my professional career has been dedicated to public service 
and serving as a judge allows me to continue that service.  I loved being in the 
courtroom as a litigator, and being a judge is a way to still be in the courtroom while 
expanding my experiences.  

 

 



18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

To me, the most important thing for a judge to do is provide access to the 
judicial system by ensuring parties leave the courtroom feeling that they had a fair 
opportunity to be heard.  In providing the forum, it is also important to me that 
everyone in the courtroom (including myself) is respectful.  It is also critical though, 
that after hearing the arguments, a judge makes a ruling.  Thoughtful efficiency is a 
daily aspiration, and I hope we achieve it more often than not in my department.   

Because my legal career was in criminal law, my learning curve on civil matters 
remains steep, so I would say that is still my greatest challenge though I am fortunate 
to have an experienced staff and supportive colleagues as I go. 

 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

I am new enough that each case right now results in some lesson learned, and 
so it is difficult to point to one case or one issue that brings me a particular sense of 
pride—I am glad each day to take the bench with humility and curiosity.    

 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

As I write this, the court is reacting to a global pandemic that has left many of 
us wondering how we can continue the important work of the court while keeping 
litigants, attorneys, staff, our families, and ourselves safe.  I think about lawyers 
whose very livelihood depends on cases being heard, and I worry for them.  I think 
about people held in custody, and I worry for them as well.  This is, hopefully, a once-
in-a-lifetime situation but it confirms for me something I learned working with the 
Office of Emergency Management when I was in the Governor’s Office—we must be 
prepared for emergencies of all kinds.  

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

 As a young woman lawyer, I greatly admired many of the judges I appeared in 
front of and of course women judges were the most obvious role models for me.  Two 
stand out—first, Judge Janice Wilson because she presided over my very first jury trial 
when I was a Certified Law Student, and I later had the privilege of being assigned to 
her courtroom when she was Criminal Presiding Court.  She taught me the importance 



of knowing and following the rules, she was smart and decisive, and she held both 
parties to the highest standards.  Second, Judge Jean Kerr Maurer, who showed me 
that you could be smart, hard-working, and accessible.  She wanted to help develop a 
young lawyer’s skills, and went the extra mile for people professionally and personally 
(she performed both my wedding ceremony and the judicial oath at my investiture, so 
you can see why I’d be partial to her!) 

 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

N/A  


