
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Ricardo J. Menchaca 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

N/A 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

Community College of the Air Force, 1990-1993, A.A., Applied Health Sciences 

Oregon State University, 1993-1995, B.A., Political Science, Cum laude;  

Thomas M. Cooley Law School, 1996-1999, J.D. 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Bertoni and Todd, Associate Attorney (Juvenile Law), 2000-2001 

Metropolitan Public Defender, Trial Attorney (Criminal Law), 2001-  

 2007    

Oregon Department of Justice, Assistant Attorney General (Post-Conviction 
Relief, and Inmate Civil Rights Claims) - 2007-2008 

Smith Freed and Eberhard, Trial Attorney, (Insurance Defense) 2008-2009 

Zurich American Insurance Company, Trial Attorney (In - House Counsel), 2009-
2011 

Private Practice, Solo Practitioner, (Criminal, Civil, Family and Juvenile Law) 2011-
2013 

Washington County Circuit Court Judge – 2013 to Present 



5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Oregon State Bar – 2000 to Present  

Washington State Bar – 2008 to 2013 (Inactive Status) 

U.S. Federal Court, District of Oregon, 2000 to Present 

 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

Juvenile Law Handbook (co-author[s], 2001 

 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

Former adjunct Criminal Law Professor, Portland Community College,     

 2011 – 2013.  

Active Volunteer Youth Sports Coach (Basketball, Football, Soccer) 

Regular Presenter of Juvenile Law topics at Judicial Practical Training  

new judges.  

 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

As an attorney, I practiced primarily juvenile, criminal, and civil law. I have 
experience not only as a defense attorney, but also as an Assistant Attorney General 
with the Oregon Department of Justice. Immediately prior to my judicial appointment, 
I was a sole practitioner for approximately two years.  

 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

N/A 



10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

From 2013 to 2017, I was the presiding juvenile court judge here in Washington 
County. It was an assignment that was both challenging and rewarding. In 2017, I 
joined the general trial rotation and handle primarily adult criminal cases. I also 
preside over some civil cases. 

I currently preside over the Domestic Violence Deferred Sentencing program 
which is a position that I have also found to be rewarding.    

I was recently appointed to be the Chief Criminal Judge which is another 
challenge that I look forward to.  

 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

N/A 

 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

N/A 

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Member: Oregon Hispanic Bar Association, Oregon Women’s Lawyers 
Association, Washington County Bar Association.  

 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

Current Secretary of Oregon Judges Charitable Foundation.  

Regular presenter of Juvenile Law issues at Judicial Practical  

Training for new judges.  



15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

N/A 

 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

N/A 

 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I was a trial attorney for 13 years. During all that time in courtrooms across the 
state, I became fascinated with the role of the judge. I saw the potential to impact 
lives in a positive way. Thus, when the time was right, I applied (a few times) and in 
2013, I was very fortunate to be appointed by the governor. It is a job I truly love, and 
I still feel that it is possible to impact lives in a positive way.  

 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

My personal philosophy of the judicial role is that we are on the bench to help 
solve problems for people both large and small. The qualities that are most important 
are to be patient, dignified, and thoughtful. A veteran judge once told me that a judge 
should ALWAYS be respectful and courteous to all parties, no exceptions, no excuses. 
These are words that I strive very hard to live by. It can be a challenge to exercise 
patience when litigants are nasty to one another, or the court – but that is also part of 
becoming a better judge.   

 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

While I was a judge in juvenile court, I presided over a case involving a young 
man charged with very serious sex-abuse related charges. I was relatively new to the 
bench, and I was dealing with two aggressive and experienced attorneys on both 



sides. The case stands out to me because during the proceedings, I was so worried 
about coming up with the right answers, that at times I felt I was compromising my 
own values. Ultimately, things worked out because I took a step back, returned to my 
values and did what I thought was right. At the end of the case, the young man’s 
mother thanked me and told me that the things I had said to him had a very positive 
impact on him. The “stepping back” part of the case is something I carry with me to 
this day. As a judge, you must be who you are – no matter the size or complexity of 
the case.   

 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I have been a Washington County Circuit Court Judge for over six years, and I 
am also a resident of Washington County. I have witnessed first hand the growth that 
is taking place here. That said, the 15 of us elected to this position can’t continue to 
manage our ever-burgeoning dockets without some help. Washington County needs 
more judges plain and simple. I will continue to work with my colleagues in asking our 
legislative partners to give us more help.  

 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

The legal figure I admire the most is my uncle who is a practicing lawyer in 
Salem, OR. He not only helped raise me, he inspired me to be a lawyer. His knowledge 
and dedication to the law is something that I admire. More importantly, when faced 
with a tough legal decision, I often think to myself, what would he do. He has this 
amazing ability to do the right thing – large or small. His impact on my life has been 
immeasurable.  

 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

Being a judge in Washington County is an honor and a privilege. I approach 
each day with a sense of responsibility, and I strive to treat all litigants who appear in 
my courtroom with respect and dignity. I am committed to upholding the law, but 
always with a sense of compassion for each and every party to a case.  


