
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

John B. Lamborn 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

None. 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, and degrees 
awarded. 

University of Oregon – 1978 – 1982 – Bachelor of Science, Psychology 

McGeorge School of Law – 1987 – 1990 – JD 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

1990 – 1993 Associate Attorney Larson & Burnham, Oakland CA.  Insurance Coverage and 
civil defense work 

1993 – 1995 Self Employed – Shasta Lake CA. General Civil work 

1995 – Present – Partner, Cramer, Mallon & Lamborn – Burns, OR.  General civil work and 
criminal defense.  This position morphed into The Law Office of John B. Lamborn as 
partners died, took the bench, or relocated. 

 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are currently 
admitted.  

California State Bar – 1990 

Federal District Court for California, Northern and Eastern Divisions – 1991 

Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals – 1991 



Oregon State Bar – 1995 

Oregon Federal District Court – 2000 

 

6) If desired, list any publications and/or articles you have authored. 

 

7) If desired, list any community, teaching or civic activities.  

Harney County Planning Commission, 8 years Chairman. Harney/Malheur Housing 
Authority, 3 years Board Chair. OSB Criminal Defense Member, Legislative Work Group 
reforming ORS Chapter 124, the Elderly Persons & Persons with Disabilities Abuse 
Prevention Act. Crane Elementary School Board member. Arbitrator for Grant, Harney, 
Malheur Circuit Court civil cases. OSB Local Professional Responsibility Board member. 

 

8) What is the general character of your practice? If desired, please indicate any legal areas 
in which you concentrate.  

Civil Litigation: Personal injury, wrongful death, automobile liability, Workers 
Compensation, insurance coverage. Contempt, domestic relations, adoptions, 
guardianship and conservatorships. Administrative law (water rights, DMV Implied 
Consent). Senior Citizen issues (frequently no charge to clients through federal Older 
American Act grant); nursing home liability, elder abuse. Evictions. Landlord/tenant 
issues. Wills, trusts, probate. BOLI issues. Land use, property transactions, foreclosures, 
easements. Corporate formation. 

Juvenile Dependency/Delinquency: Parent/Child reunification; Termination of Parental 
Rights. Juvenile Aggravated Murder to theft 

Adult Criminal: All felony and misdemeanor cases (except certain murder cases due to 
time constraints). Contractor, Oregon Public Defense Services Commission. 

 

9) Describe any litigation practice in the last five (5) years and address both the courts and 
types of cases. 

General jury trial practice with focus on adult major felonies.  Trial practice in juvenile 
dependency and delinquency.  Family law trial practice. 

 



10) Describe any appellate court experience not included above. 

My practice has been a trial practice. 

 

11) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

I have been on the Grant, Harney and Malheur arbitration panels for a number of years. 

 

12) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of the 
courts you have served.  

Harney County Justice of the Peace Pro Tem current. 

 

13) List any bar association memberships, and if desired, any offices held or 
committee/project assignments.  

OSB Local Professional Responsibility Board member.  OSB Criminal Defense Member, 
Legislative Work Group reforming ORS Chapter 124, the Elderly Persons & Persons with 
Disabilities Abuse Prevention Act. 

 

14) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not include 
or parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was imposed.  

None. 

 

15) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney? If 
so, please give the particulars and the result. **Include only proceedings that were 
authorized for prosecution by the SPRB.  

None. 

 

 

 



16) Why do you want to be a judge?  

I’ve been practicing law for 30 years now.  I believe I have the temperament and 
experience to be an asset to the Oregon Judicial Department.  Being a judge is the next 
challenge in what has been a very rewarding career in the law and I’d like to pay my 
experience back to the public. 

 

17) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role.  

The judge is the conscience of the community.  Few people have the potential to effect 
lasting positive change in their community the way a judge does.  A judge must be 
patient, kind and understanding.  A judge must have a real understanding of the 
difficulties members of the community face and must be able to communicate that 
understanding in a way that makes sense and be persuasive to the person before the 
judge. 

A judge cannot live in an Ivory Tower.  I think this is the biggest challenge for a judge … to 
be a visible part of the community without generating conflicts at the same time.  An 
isolated judge cannot feel the pain of the community, or revel in the positive victories of 
the community in a real way. 

 

18) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial philosophy, 
or temperament.  

Every case I take to trial gives me a unique opportunity to connect with my community.  
Being able to connect with jurors and make a difference in the life of my client at the 
same time is a gift I enjoy using.  I cannot imagine another profession outside of the 
medical community where the desired result of the professional is as rewarding as 
standing before a jury, arguing to them regarding the facts you’ve worked hard to 
develop and share, and have them respond with the verdict you’ve worked so hard to 
achieve for your client. Nothing is as thrilling and rewarding as that moment. 

 

19) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that concerns you, or that 
you have interest in working toward improving.    

Our elderly population is growing larger and larger every day.  The problems our elders 
face are growing more and more serious as unscrupulous members our society learn new 
ways of preying on the elderly and infirm.  I am most interested in working towards 



solving and remedying the issues and problems our elderly and infirm community 
members face on a daily basis.  

 

20) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 

My father was a lawyer.  No one formed my idea of what it takes to be an effective and 
competent lawyer more so than my father.  He treated staff well.  He treated his clients 
with understanding, energy, and respect.  He was respected by his colleagues and the 
judges he appeared before.  Until he passed away I called him after every trial, win or 
lose, and he would help me understand my feelings, whatever the result.  I learned from 
him up to the end of his life and I call upon his memory regularly. 

 

21) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I think I would make a good judge.  I work hard to be a good community member.  I’ve 
raised three excellent children.  I have tried to be imaginative when the need arises, to 
be serious when the need arises, and to approach the law with a sense of humor when 
the need arises. 

Thank you for your attention. 


