
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name:  

 Edward Alexander Kroll 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

www.edwardkroll.com 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, and degrees 
awarded.  

Carleton College: 2000-2004, B.A. (English) 

University of Oregon School of Law, 2004-2007, J.D. 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

- Pro Tem Judge, Washington County Circuit Court: 2018-present. Civil motions, 
small claims, and contested restraining orders.  

- Adjunct Professor, Lewis & Clark School of Law: 2016-present. Trial practice and 
skills (fall terms), Mock Trial Team Coach (spring terms) 

- Partner, Kroll & Johnson, P.C.: 2014-present. Criminal defense, personal injury, 
family law. 

- Attorney, Edward A. Kroll, P.C.: 2010-2014. Criminal defense, personal injury, 
family law. 

- Deputy District Attorney, Multnomah County District Attorney’s Office: 2007-
2010. 

http://www.edwardkroll.com/


5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are currently 
admitted.  

All Oregon state, district, and municipal courts; Federal District of Oregon 

 

6) If desired, list any publications and/or articles you have authored. 

Opening Statement chapter; Closing Argument chapter: OCDLA DUII Trial 
Handbook 

 

7) If desired, list any community, teaching or civic activities.  

- Adjunct Professor, Lewis & Clark Law School, 2016-present 

- Mock Trial Team Coach, Lewis & Clark Law School, 2014-present 

- President, Washington County Bar Association, 2017-2019 

- President, Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers Association, 2015-2016 

- Supporter of Girls Inc., and With Love, Oregon  

 

8) What is the general character of your practice? If desired, please indicate any legal areas 
in which you concentrate.  

Criminal defense, personal injury, and family law. 

 

9) Describe any litigation practice in the last five (5) years and address both the courts and 
types of cases. 

I have handled trial-level cases for individuals in many of Oregon’s circuit, 
municipal, and city courts, primarily in and around the Portland metro area. I am 
also a Criminal Justice Act panel attorney, and I appear in Federal Court in the 
District of Oregon. The majority of my practice is criminal law, but I regularly 
handle plaintiff-side personal injury and family law matters as well. 

 

 



10) Describe any appellate court experience not included above. 

n/a 

 

11) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

n/a 

 

12) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of the 
courts you have served.  

Pro Tem Judge, Washington County Circuit Court: 2018-present. Contested 
restraining orders, civil motions, small claims. 

 

13) List any bar association memberships, and if desired, any offices held or 
committee/project assignments.  

Appointed Member, Washington County Public Safety Coordinating Council, 
2019-present. 

President, Washington County Bar Association: 2017-2019. 

President, Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers Association, 2015-2016 

Board member, Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers Association, 2012-2015 

 

14) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not include 
or parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was imposed.  

No 

 

15) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney? If 
so, please give the particulars and the result. **Include only proceedings that were 
authorized for prosecution by the SPRB.  

No 



16) Why do you want to be a judge?  

As an experienced attorney, I’ve fought for the underserved, the underprivileged 
and the under-represented, whether that was while working to protect victims of 
domestic violence or helping low-income Oregonians navigate their way through a 
courtroom. As the son of an immigrant, a minority, and as a lawyer who has worked in a 
space where not everyone feels welcome or they’ve had an equal opportunity, I’m 
committed to changing that dynamic.  

As the next judge in Washington County, I am committed to making sure our legal 
system is a place where we can find fairness, justice, and access for everyone. I will work 
to ensure one of our most basic, fundamental rights–our legal rights–will be fairly 
accessible to all, regardless of racial identity, economic status, educational 
background or upbringing. 
 
I will uphold our laws with respect and integrity, cultivate stronger relationships 
between our courts, communities and citizens, and lead by example. A civil community 
is a successful community. 
 

17) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role.  

A judge is first and foremost a public servant. The community should view the 
court as a fair and safe place to obtain justice, no matter the issue at hand. To this end, 
impartiality, compassion and integrity are the most necessary qualities a judge should 
have. Impartiality to fully hear and understand all sides, compassion to realize what’s at 
stake for each and every person who comes to court and the integrity to be trusted by 
everyone who comes to you for justice and fair application of the law in their case. 

In my courtroom, I will take the time to understand what brought the individual to the 
courtroom, listen to all sides, and I will be transparent in my decision-making so all 
parties feel respected and heard in all fairness. 

 

18) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial philosophy, 
or temperament.  

I cannot speak specifically about cases, but I can say that my practice is built on 
representing my clients to the best of my ability and building relationships with all 
parties in the process, including opposing counsel. In one criminal case, I defended a 
person accused of very serious crimes. The case proceeded to trial, but the jury hung. 
Due to the evidence we produced at trial and the relationship I had built with the 



prosecutor’s office, the assigned prosecutor determined there was reasonable doubt 
in the case and they dismissed it.  

Being able to share with my client and his family that the case would not 
proceed was one of the most fulfilling and humbling moments of my career. It 
wouldn’t have happened without diligent trial work and respectful interaction with 
opposing counsel.  

As judge, I will ensure my courtroom is a place where all parties – legal 
counselors, public safety officials, citizens, and victims – know they will be heard, 
respected and treated fairly. Building trust and relationships is fundamental to a 
successful legal process. 

 

19) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that concerns you, or that 
you have interest in working toward improving.    

The fundamental challenge to our court system is access to justice. All persons 
deserve equal access to our system in order to fully and freely settle their disputes. 
Despite this, our system is continually challenged by income equality and availability of 
counsel.  

Although this is an issue in all areas of law, my personal experience as a 
prosecutor and a criminal defense attorney has shown me this inequity. Good defense 
attorneys are key to our criminal justice system: they ensure that everyone’s 
Constitutional rights are protected, and that if a conviction is obtained, it is righteous. 
The majority of Oregon’s criminal cases are handled by public defenders and indigent 
defense providers. I’ve directly seen and experienced the limited time, limited resources, 
and enormous case counts these attorneys must deal with. A person’s experience in our 
criminal justice system should not be made more challenging simply because they have a 
public defender. 

 As Washington County’s next judge, I will do whatever I can to draw further 
attention to this disparity and I will push for reforms to public defense funding and 
training. Access to justice must be a priority for the court, and I will make it one of mine.  

 

20) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 

Professor Tom Lininger at the University of Oregon School of Law is most 
influential figure in my legal career. His vast knowledge of the law and his ability to 
transform courses like Evidence and Legal Profession into engaging, accessible, and 



applicable subject matter changed the direction of my career.  As a trial lawyer, evidence 
and ethics are the two most important facets of my work and as a judge, even more so. 
Had it not been for Prof. Lininger, I may have chosen a different path in the legal field.  

 

21) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

 


