
 

Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 
 
 
Candidate Questions: 

 
1) Full name: 

 
Heather Karabeika 
 

 
2) Campaign web site (if applicable): 

 
N/A 
 

 
3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees. 

 
Washington State University, ‘89, BA 

Willamette University College of Law, ’94, JD 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, 
your position and the nature of the practice or activity. 

 
Clackamas County Circuit Court Judge, 2013-present 

West Linn Municipal Court Judge, 2007-2013 

Sole Practitioner, specializing in criminal defense, 2004-2013 

Clackamas County District Attorney’s Office, prosecutor. 1996-2004 

Associate attorney, Lachenmeier, Enloe and Rall, 1994-1996 

 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions. 

 
Oregon State Bar, 1994-present 
 

 
6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored. 

 
N/A 
 

 
7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities. 

 
Mock trial coach for West Linn High School, 2014-present 
 
 
 
 

 



8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

 
Criminal law and juvenile dependency 
 

 
9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

 
Clackamas County Circuit Court Judge, 2013-present 

West Linn Municipal Court Judge, 2007-2013 

 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. 
Indicate the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court 
programs, and any legal areas in which you concentrate. 

 
Clackamas County Circuit Court is a general jurisdiction court where 

we handle criminal, civil, juvenile and domestic relations matters. 
 

 
11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

 
N/A 
 

 
12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

 
I routinely oversee settlement conferences on all types of cases that 

result in settlements but have not worked solely as an arbitrator or 
mediator. 

 
 
13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

 
Oregon State Bar 

Oregon Women Lawyers 

Clackamas County Bar Association 

Clackamas Oregon Women Lawyers 



14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

 
I have worked on several projects in Clackamas County and currently 

I oversee criminal cases involving those suffering from severe mental 
illness(es). We are working closely with other courts and community 
partners around Oregon to address recent legislation designed to address 
this vulnerable population and on issues related to their successful 
rehabilitation and on community safety. 

 
 
15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 
was imposed. 

 
No 
 

 
16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an 
attorney or judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal 
proceedings only. 

 
No 
 

 
17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

 
After practicing law for nearly twenty years in Clackamas County, I 

felt I had the temperament and knowledge and experience to deliver 
informed and fair rulings from the bench and to do so in a respectful and 
meaningful way for all parties to the process. 

 
 
18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

 
Judges must effectively and fairly administer justice while respecting 

the decorum and dignity of the court process for every litigant who stands 
before them, whether on a civil suit, a rape case or a landlord/tenant 
dispute. The qualities a judge must possess are impartiality, experience and 
the right temperament. 

 
Resources are few these days, and litigants often need help with 

filing costs, subpoena service, and affordable legal advice. It is a challenge 
to ensure fairness in the process when it is clear that in certain cases, more 
money or programs were they available, could mean a better outcome for 
the parties in court and the entire community. As a judge I view this 
resource disparity as very troublesome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

 
Clackamas County is fortunate enough to have some amazing 

community partners working with our Mental Health Court program. The 
Team meets weekly to address issues relating to housing, medication 
management, treatment, and any other challenges that may arise. I am 
particularly proud of our team and the work they do to assist our 
members achieve sobriety, independence and health in the community. 

 
 
20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving. 

 
The Oregon State Hospital is struggling with overcrowding and our 

office is working on assisting community partners and using recently passed 
legislation to hopefully ease the overcrowding and at the same time 
improve access to mental health residential services outside the hospital. 
This is an issue that needs a lot of attention and ultimately significantly 
more funding in the coming months and years. 
 

 
21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

 
N/A 
 

 
22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy. 

 
N/A 


