
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Lisa Christine Greif 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

www.judgelisagreif.com 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

Lake Oswego High School, 1987-91, High School Diploma 1991 

University of Oregon, 1991-95, Bachelor of Arts 1991, Major: Political Science, Minors: 
Biology and Environmental Studies 

University of Oregon School of Law, 1995-98, Doctor of Jurisprudence 1998, Criminal 
Practice Program Statement of Completion 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Circuit Court Judge 2009-present 

I have presided over a variety of caseloads including criminal, juvenile delinquency 
and dependency, domestic relations, stalking and restraining protective orders, 
landlord tenant disputes, and probate, which includes wills, trusts, conservatorships, 
and guardianships.  In 2015 I founded Jackson County’s Mental Health Court.  I also 
served as a Community Family Court Judge for 10 years.  I currently manage a criminal 
docket and handle cases ranging from traffic violations to murders.   

Southern Oregon Public Defender, Inc. 1998-2008 

Position: Senior Attorney 

http://www.judgelisagreif.com/


The nature of my practice included criminal defense, juvenile delinquency, juvenile 
dependency, and termination of parental rights cases. I was also the misdemeanor 
attorney trainer/supervisor in my office.   

 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Oregon State Bar, 1998-present 

 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

“Ethics and Standards,” Juvenile Law: Delinquency (OSB Legal Pubs 2019) 

 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

Community Activities: Big Brother/Big Sister Program; Legal Tent Volunteer at 
Southern Oregon Stand Down; High School Regional Mock Trial Competition Judge, 
Coach, and Regional Coordinator; Phoenix/Talent Little League Baseball Coach; Kids 
Unlimited/Rotary Youth Basketball Program Coach; and Volunteer at Project 
Community Connect 
 
Professional Affiliations & Offices Held: Member, Oregon Judicial Department Security 
Emergency Preparedness Advisory Committee; Member, Oregon Judicial Department 
Behavioral Health Advisory Committee (Chair of the Mental Health Courts 
Subcommittee); Member, Local Public Safety Coordinating Council Mental Health Task 
Force Subcommittee; Past President, Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers Association; 
Past Member, Oregon Women Lawyers Board of Directors; Past Member, State 
Criminal Justice Advisory Committee; Past President, Rogue Women Lawyers; Past 
Member, Medford Rogue Rotary Club; Past President, Jackson County Bar Association; 
Past Board Member, La Clinica; Past Board Member, Family Nurturing Center; and Past 
Co-Chair, Oregon Judicial Department Juvenile Justice Mental Health Task Force 
 
Other: Chief Justice Juvenile Court Champion Award 2011 
 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

The nature of my practice included criminal defense, juvenile delinquency, juvenile 
dependency, and termination of parental rights cases.   



9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Circuit Court Judge 2009-present 

 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

I have presided over a variety of caseloads including criminal, juvenile delinquency 
and dependency, domestic relations, stalking and restraining protective orders, 
landlord tenant disputes, and probate, which includes wills, trusts, conservatorships, 
and guardianships.  In 2015 I founded Jackson County’s Mental Health Court and I 
continue to preside over this program.  I also served as a Community Family Court 
Judge for 10 years.  This is our family drug court program for parents who are involved 
with the child welfare system who have a substance use disorder. In 2019 I created 
our Aid and Assist docket that I continue to oversee.  I currently manage a criminal 
docket and handle cases ranging from traffic violations to murders.   

 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

None 

 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

None 

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Oregon State Bar, member since 1998 

Jackson County Bar Association, member since 1998, President 2007 

 

 



14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

Jackson County Bar Association President 2007 

Oregon Judicial Department Juvenile Justice Mental Health Task Force Co-Chair 

Oregon Judicial Department Security and Emergency Preparedness Advisory 
Committee 

Oregon Judicial Department Behavioral Health Advisory Committee (Chair of Mental 
Health Courts Subcommittee) 

Jackson County Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee 

Oregon Judicial Department Juvenile Court Improvement Project 

Oregon Judicial Department Judicial Engagement Leadership Institute Executive 
Committee 

Jackson County Model Court Team Co-Chair 

Oregon State Bar Task Force on Standards of Representation in Criminal and Juvenile 
Delinquency Cases 

 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No 

 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No 

 

 

 



17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

It has been an honor to serve the citizens of Jackson County since 2009.  I believe that 
I have made a positive impact on our court system and our community during my 
nearly 12 years as a judge.  This is why I became a judge. 

 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

I will continue to work hard to promote access to justice, to deliver fair and equitable 
judicial proceedings, and to advance best practices in our court.  I am a strong believer 
in the rights of crime victims and believe these can be honored while at the same time 
safeguarding the constitutional protections of defendants. 

I have dedicated myself to ensuring that our courts help protect children and families.  
 I believe that when the courts can guide people who suffer from mental illness and 
those struggling with substance use disorders, we are helping the entire community.   

The challenges our courts face are what we see in the greater community: high rates 
of mental illness and substance use; poverty; homelessness; high rates of child abuse 
and neglect; high suicide rates; lack of social services; lack of affordable housing; lack 
of living wage jobs; inadequate public transportation; and public school funding and 
resource deficiencies.  These all contribute to many of the cases that are filed with the 
circuit court. 

 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

I am very proud of the work I have done to improve outcomes for those individuals 
afflicted with behavioral health issues.  I founded Jackson County’s Mental Health 
Court in 2015.  This has proven to be a very successful program by reducing recidivism 
and improving the lives of numerous participants.  I created Jackson County’s Aid & 
Assist docket in 2019 in response to the increasing number of defendants who were 
not competent to stand trial in their criminal cases.  This docket helps reduce the 
amount of time those with mental illness spend in custody and to find humane and 
appropriate responses for those struggling with behavioral health issues.  

 



20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I want to continue to help sustain and improve our treatment court programs.  The 
evidence shows how effective these specialty courts have been and I want to ensure 
they maintain a strong presence in Jackson County.  I want to work towards creating 
more alternatives for those with mental health disorders as they intersect with the 
criminal justice system such as jail diversion, crisis intervention services, local 
restoration services versus restoration at the state hospital when an individual is 
unable to aid and assist in his/her own defense, and pre-trial diversion type 
resolutions. 

 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

Retired Dean Margie Paris of the University of Oregon School of Law.  Dean Paris was 
my professor and faculty advisor in law school.  I also was one of her research 
assistants.  I can honestly say that I knew I wanted to practice criminal law during my 
first semester because I loved Dean Paris and her criminal law class!  She was and 
continues to be one of my “legal heroes.” 

 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I am a native Oregonian and have lived in Jackson County since 1998.  I understand the 
issues that are important to our County and I have served on numerous non-profit 
boards and have spent countless hours as a volunteer in our community.  I am proud 
to have been a leader on statewide committees working on behavioral health, child 
welfare, and juvenile justice issues.   

I am well respected in the legal system by my fellow judges, civil and criminal 
attorneys, adult and juvenile parole & probation officers, law enforcement officials, 
and child welfare caseworkers. 

My support extends far beyond the reach of the legal system.  Many citizens of 
Jackson County in a variety of professions are behind my reelection campaign.  I have 
earned this wide range of support because of my dedication and hard work to make 
our community a better place. 
 

 


