
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Michael A. Greenlick 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

N/A 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

Pomona College (BA in economics, 1977-81) 

Lewis & Clark Law School (JD, 1982-85) 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Metropolitan Public Defender (Sept. 1985 – Oct. 1995):  

I worked as a staff lawyer representing indigent youth and adult defendants accused 
of committing crimes.  I also held several managerial positions including Senior 
Misdemeanor Attorney, Juvenile Group Leader, Senior Felony Attorney and Attorney 
Trainer. 

Borg Strom & Greenlick (partner, Oct. 1995 – June 2006): 

Private practice (see below) 

Greenlick & Borg (partner, June 2006 – Oct 2008): 

Private practice (see below) 

Sole Practitioner (Oct. 2008 – Oct. 2013) 

While in private practice from 1995 through my appointment to the bench in 2013, I 
represented individuals in state and federal courts defending criminal cases 
throughout the state.  I also represented individuals in injury and federal civil rights 



cases, as well as in restraining order and stalking protective order matters. Finally, I 
represented many clients in administrative law proceedings including before 
professional licensing boards. Much of my federal practice involved complex white 
collar and environmental crimes defense. 

 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Oregon State Bar - 1985 

U.S. District Court for the District of Oregon – 1995 

9th Circuit Court of Appeals – 2012 

 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

A. “Substantive Defenses” (co-author), Chapter 15 of Criminal Law, Oregon State Bar, 
1994 revision. 

B. “Inventory Searches and Other Diamonds in the Rough,” materials for presentation 
at Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers Assoc. Winter Conference, December 1994. 

C. “Twelve Angry Men or Just One: Deciding Whether to Recommend a Bench or Jury 
Trial” (co-author), materials for presentation at Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers 
Assoc. Annual Conference, June 2007. 

D. “White Collar Crime Primer” (co-author), materials for CLE presentation to civil 
practitioners, March 2008. 

 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

A. Grant High School – Coach, “We the People” Constitution Team, 2004 to 2019.  
Primary role was leading a comprehensive study of the Bill of Rights, including history, 
case law, and current events, in preparation for a state and national competition.  
Volunteered approximately 150-200 hours per year on this activity. Three times 
finished as National Champions. 

B. Regularly serve as a mentor for law students and young lawyers through various 
mentorship programs.    



C. Adjunct Professor, Lewis & Clark Law School – Criminal Law Practice seminar, taught 
course for approximately 2-3 years, late 1980s-early 1990s (unsure of dates). 

D. Multnomah County District Attorney – Citizen’s Budget Advisory Committee, 
member, 1993-2013. 
 
E. Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers Association - Presented on numerous topics at 
several educational seminars. 
 
G. Metropolitan Public Defender – Head Instructor, taught several semi-annual 5-day 
trial skills training intensives, 1993-1995.  Presented to new lawyers (staff and non-
staff). 
 
H. Professional Liability Fund – Criminal Law presentation, Learning the Ropes 
Seminar, February 1994 and January 1995. 
 
J. Multnomah County – Public Safety Advisory Committee, member, 1995. 
 
K. Multnomah County – Community Corrections Advisory Committee, member, 1993-
1995. 
 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

Please see the answer to #4. 

 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Circuit Court Judge – October, 2013 to present. 

 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

I handle civil and criminal matters primarily, including presiding over dozens of 
trials each year.  I also am on a panel of judges assigned to preside over aggravated 
murder cases.  Additionally, for two of the last five years, I supervised a specialty court 
called START Court. The goal of START Court is to provide intensive judicial supervision 
for offenders convicted of felony offenses.  Through a collaborative effort with the 



Department of Community Justice and treatment agencies, offenders gain access to 
the resources and supervision necessary to find success in drug treatment and 
establish a successful life in recovery.   

 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

None 

 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

I’ve not worked as a mediator outside of my judicial role but I routinely 
participate in civil and criminal judicial settlement conferences.  

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Oregon State Bar (1985 to present).  

Multnomah County Bar Association (1995 to present). 

Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers Assoc. (1985 to 2013) – Board of Directors member, 
1993-1995.  Board Secretary, 1994-1995.  Legislative Committee and Education 
Committee member, 1990s (unsure of dates). 

National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers – past member. 

Oregon Trial Lawyers Association – past member. 

American Constitution Society – past member. 

 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

Constitutional Law Section – executive committee member and chair of the CLE 
subcommittee. 

Judicial Education Committee – past member. 



15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No 

 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No 

 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I was very interested in the public service aspect of being a judge. I felt like I 
had the skill set to excel at the job and make a meaningful contribution. I enjoy 
working hard and exploring interesting legal questions. I enjoy working in a fast pace 
environment and interacting with many people during the day. I love watching trials 
and helping new lawyers learn the trade.  

 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

The thing I focus on every day is treating litigants, parties, jurors, defendants 
and victims with respect.  I believe strongly in the importance of procedural justice.  
That means, I strive to listen carefully, communicate to others that I hear and 
understand their positions, work hard to make unbiased decisions based on the facts 
and the law, and explain my rulings.  

Appearing in Court can be an extremely difficult experience. Starting on time, 
making eye contact, listening carefully and talking kindly to people, are important 
practices helpful in diffusing the stressful courtroom environment. 

 

 

 

 



19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

Part of working in our drug court program is conducting an orientation with 
new participants. Typically, defendants come to court with not only terrible substance 
abuse struggles, but also are homeless, in poor health, victims of violence and trauma, 
and estranged from their families. They don’t trust authority figures and they are not 
much in the mood to be lectured at by a judge. I try to employ motivational 
interviewing skills to get defendants thinking about what they are hoping to 
accomplish.  I also try to be as empathic as possible so that they know that I 
understand their struggles. 

A couple of years ago, a national organization made a training video of me 
talking to several drug court participants during their orientations.  The video has 
been shown during training seminars for the last few years at the National Association 
of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP) annual training conference. Many people have 
mentioned to me how helpful the video was in their training.  
 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I have an interest in helping other judges develop skills in procedural justice 
best practices.   
 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

I really admire Bryan Stevenson for his work as the founder and executive 
director of the Equal Justice Initiative. Mr. Stevenson graduated from Harvard Law 
School, and rather than taking a high paying job with a big firm, he moved to Alabama 
and represented death row inmates who were either wrongly accused or treated 
unfairly. Through his leadership and tremendous legal advocacy, he brought profound 
changes to the legal landscape of death penalty prosecutions resulting in a fairer and 
more humane judicial system.  
 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I’ve been a judge now for just under one term.  If I am re-elected, I am 
committed to working just has hard every day to treat people with respect and to 
make just decisions in a timely fashion. I love this job and really look forward to the 
opportunity to serve another term. 


