
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Matthew James Donohue 

 
2) Campaign web site (if applicable): None, however, an interview regarding my 
candidacy for office can be found at  
 
https://soundcloud.com/interviewer-1/oregon-2020-matt-donohue-0115201554 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

University of New Hampshire, 1984-86, AAS Forest Technology 

Oregon State University, 1996-1999, BS, Natural Resource Management 

University Of Oregon School Of Law, 1999-2002, Juris Doctorate 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

2002-2003- Oregon Court of Appeals, Law Clerk to the Honorable Rives Kistler- Duties 
related to supporting appellate court judge including reviewing and organizing case 
files, reviewing applicable case law, drafting memoranda regarding legal issues and 
developing draft legal opinions. 

2003-2004- Oregon Supreme Court, Law Court to Justice Rives Kistler- Reviewing 
petitions for case review before the Supreme Court  and drafting memoranda as to the 
whether such review should be granted, Reviewing and organizing case files, Drafting 
preliminary information and text to support developing legal opinions and providing.   

2004-2013- Oregon Department of Justice, Trial Attorney- Prosecuted a variety of legal 
cases on behalf of the State including condemnation, defense of agency orders, civil 
jury trials and trials to the Court. Worked with a variety of agencies to develop 
defense to agency orders and develop arguments for both trial and settlement. Duties 
required travel over most of the state and involved multiple agencies including, but 
not limited to, the Department of Human Services, Department of Environmental 

https://soundcloud.com/interviewer-1/oregon-2020-matt-donohue-0115201554


Quality, Energy Department, Department of Forestry, Department of State Lands, 
Judicial Department and Department of Public Standards, Safety and Practices.  

 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Current member, Oregon State Bar 

Current Member, Linn-Benton Bar Association 

 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

Navigable Rivers and Public Resources, A Navigability Dispute on Oregon’s North 
Umpqua River (co-authored)- submitted for journal publication consideration on 
February 28, 2011 

 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

I have participated in the Oregon State Bar Litigation Section’s Judge’s Corner 
program and submitted an article that was published in that program. I have also 
participated in ongoing efforts to develop the Judge’s Corner Article program as a 
member of the Executive Committee of the OSB Litigation Section. I have also 
presented to 4-H and Boy Scout groups regarding court operations and civic 
participation topics. In addition, I have participated as a Judge in regional high school 
mock court trial competitions for several years. 

 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

The first two years of practice were devoted to appellate law as described 
above. Department of Justice work primarily involved bench trials or administrative 
hearings to defend agency decisions.  

 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

I have been a Circuit Court Judge since March, 2013 



10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

I preside over all types of cases that come before the circuit court including 
criminal, civil, FED, domestic relations, restraining and stalking orders, termination of 
parental rights and traffic violations. I am also the treatment court judge for the 
Benton County Drug Treatment Court.  

 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

No information other than provided above. 

 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

I have substantial experience in alternative dispute resolution through my 
work as a judge participating in judicial settlement conferences.  

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Member, Executive Committee, OSB Litigation Section 

 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

OJD, Family Law Advisory Committee, Data Management Subcommittee  

Benton County Circuit Court, Family Law Advisory Committee 

OJD Behavioral Health Advisory Committee 
 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No. 



16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No. 

 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

 I want to serve as a fair, neutral, and independent decision maker for legal 
disputes within my community. I also want to continue to serve as a judge in order to 
work to provide equal access to the judicial process for all members of the public and to 
promote professionalism within the legal community.   

 I am also attracted to a continued career as a judge to help address the needs of 
individuals within our criminal justice system who have mental health and substance 
abuse issues. Our criminal justice system has, in many cases, become the treatment 
resource of last resort for many people with mental health and substance abuse issues. 
Local government agencies lack the resources to address these issues and the State 
Legislature has yet to appropriate the funds necessary to develop the local substance 
abuse and mental health treatment resources necessary to address these growing issues 
in our communities. Treatment Courts are the closest approximation of a comprehensive 
treatment system that currently exists in our state for individuals with substance abuse 
and mental health issues who repeatedly come into contact with our criminal justice 
system. I would like to continue to serve as a treatment court judge to help with the 
ongoing development and expansion of treatment court resources in Benton County and 
around the State. 

 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

I believe that impartiality, fairness and independence are the most important 
qualities for a judge. The judiciary cannot function effectively in a community unless 
all individuals within that community believe that judges will fairly interpret and apply 
the law to the facts of their case. I also believe that an effective judge should have the 
ability and willingness to be engaged in an ongoing examination of the judicial system 
to ensure that all members of their community have equal access to the courts. 
Finally, I believe that judges can be effective in reducing recidivism and improving 
citizens’ lives through treatment court programs.  

As to the greatest challenges to the role of a judge, I think that one of the 
chronic challenges facing our court system is the need to “do more with less” given 
the historic funding reductions that have occurred in the Oregon Judicial Department. 



These reductions have resulted in staffing reductions and resource shortages in courts 
around the State and these shortages have had a significant impact on courts’ abilities 
to provide all citizens of our state with adequate access to the judicial process. 
Another challenge facing judges is addressing the prevalence of self-represented 
parties in the judicial system and to balance the need to ensure that these litigants 
have adequate access to the judicial system while still preserving the impartiality of 
the judicial process.  
 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

I strive to be impartial and independent in each case I decide and to resolve all 
cases in a timely manner given the circumstances of the parties. I believe that I have 
accomplished these goals as a judge. 
 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

1) Increasing access to the courts for individuals who cannot afford legal 
representation 

2) Addressing the issues involved with the prevalence of people with medical 
issues such as substance abuse and mental health issues appearing repeatedly in the 
criminal justice system. 
 
21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

I have great respect for former federal court judge Robert Belloni and his 1969 
decision in the Sohappy v. Smith Indian fishing rights case. Judge Belloni’s ruling 
ultimately paved the way for Judge Boldt’s determination in U.S. v. Washington that 
Indian tribes were entitled by treaty to 50% of the salmon harvest. His 1969 ruling in 
Sohappy was very unpopular in the non-Indian population, including many of his fellow 
judges on the bench. However, he placed fidelity to the law above politics and popular 
opinion and made a just and courageous ruling that has had far-reaching effects which 
have benefitted both Indians and non-Indians by helping pave the way for the ongoing 
salmon recovery efforts in Washington and Oregon.     
 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I do not have any additional information to provide at this time 


