
1) Full Name and any prior names:   
 
Joseph Martin Charter 
 
 
2) Office Address and Phone Number:   
 
4173 Hamrick Road, Central Point, OR 97502, (541)774-1286 
 
 
3) Web site:  www.JudgeJoeCharter.com 
 
 
4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees 
awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that institution was 
awarded: 
 
 
Waterford Township High School, 1972-1975, Cum Laude 
Oakland Community College, Associate in Liberal Arts, 1977 
University of Michigan, Bachelor of General Studies, 1980 
University of California, Juris Doctor (Law), 1984 
 
 
5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your position 
and the nature of the practice or activity: 
 
12/04 to Present:  Jackson County Justice of the Peace 
Traffic, Commercial Motor Vehicle, and Municipal Code adjudication.  Executive, 
Management, and Administrative duties.  Judicial Education Presenter. 
 
1/97 to 12/14; 5/17 to 12/19:  Law Offices of Joe Charter, Medford, OR 
General civil practice including bankruptcy, employment, real estate, landlord/tenant, 
foreclosure, business, litigation, construction, probate, family law, personal injury, mediation 
and veterans’ law. 
 
2011 to 2016:  Chapter 7 Panel Bankruptcy Trustee, U.S. Bankruptcy Court Oregon. 
 
3/92 to 12/96:  Partner, Werdell, Charter & Hanson, Medford, OR 
Employment, personal injury, appellate, real estate, land use, and business law. 
 
1/91 to 2/92:  Associate, Grantland, Grensky & Blodgett, Medford, OR 
Personal injury and real estate transaction practice. 
 
1/90 to 12/90:  Private Practice, Yreka, California 

http://www.judgejoecharter.com/


Real estate, landlord/tenant, personal injury, probate, and family law. 
 
7/86 to 9/89:  Associate, Hellen, Partnow & Condon, Anchorage, AK 
North Slope oil royalty litigation, administrative, appellate, and personal injury law. 
 
8/84 to 8/85:  Law Clerk, Judge Walter Carpeneti, Juneau, AK 
Legal research, opinion writing, and special master duties. 
 
 
6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are presently 
admitted and the date of admission: 
 
Admitted to Oregon (1991) Bar Association; United States District Court, District of Oregon 
(1992), and Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals (1986). To be “admitted” to a state bar means to 
be found by the state bar association to be of good moral character and fit to practice law, 
and having the requisite learning and ability to be an active member of the bar, shown by 
passing the bar examination. See ORS 9.220. 
 
 
6b) List any previous admissions, including the dates for the period of admission and the reason 
why you are no longer admitted: 
 
Formerly admitted to Alaska Bar Association, 1985 to 1992, and California State Bar, 1984 to 
2019. I allowed my memberships in these jurisdictions to be suspended by not paying annual 
dues for inactive members.   
 
 
7) List publications and/or articles that you have authored: 
 
Proving Damages in Employment Cases, Oregon State Bar Litigation Journal, March, 1997  
Case Note, Solar Access Obstruction Nuisance Remedy: 11 ELQ 47 (1983) 
 
 
8) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities: 
 
Presenter, “Balancing Revenues, Public Safety, and Individual Rights,” ODOT Judicial 
Education Conference, Bend, OR, March, 2018  
 
Contributor, NJC/SJI Online Learning Module, “Evidence Based Practices: A Judges’ Guide to 
Pretrial Detention for Non-Violent Offenders,” November, 2017 
 
Presenter, “Implicit Bias and Ferguson; Impact of Court Debt,” National Judicial College 
webinar, May, 2017  
 
Presenter, “Sentenced to Debt: Ferguson’s Impact on Criminal Justice Reform,” Oregon 



Association of Court Administrators Conference, Ashland, OR, November, 2016 
 
Presenter, “Judicial Responses to Ferguson ‘Deep Hole’ Issues” Oregon Municipal Judges 
Association / Oregon Justice of Peace Association (OMJA/OJPA) Conference, Springfield, 
Oregon, September, 2015 (Panel) 
 
Member, Jackson County Public Safety Coordinating Council, 2017- present 
Member, American Judge’s Association 
Member, Ashland Lithia Springs Rotary Club  
VA Veterans Justice Outreach Volunteer, 2014-2019 
President, Ashland Culture of Peace Commission, 2016-2017 
Board Member and President, The Rose Circle (now Rogue Valley Mentoring), 2015-2016 
Britt Festival Volunteer, 2008-2012, 2017-present 
Community Theater:  Camelot, Oregon Stage Works, Next Stage, Ashland Contemporary 
Theater 
 
Jackson County Circuit Court Judge Pro Tempore, 1996-1997, 1999-2002 
Jackson County Bar Association President, 2001-2002 
Jackson County Bar Executive Committee, 1997-2002 
Jackson County Circuit Court, Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee, 1997-present 
Small Claims Court Volunteer Mediator, 1997-2000 
Divorce Mediation Training Coach, Southern Oregon University, 1999, 2002 
Oregon State Bar House of Delegates, 1999-2002 
OSB Mandatory Continuing Legal Education Committee, 2008-2010 
Oregon State Bar Civil Rights Section Executive Committee, 2001-2002 
 
Medford School District 549C Budget Committee, 1999 
Medford Planning Commission, 1994-1995; Vice Chair, 1995 
Medford Charter Review Committee, 1998 
Ashland Forest Lands Commission, 2000-2002 
 
Board Member, Mediation Works (now Resolve), 2004-2007 
Boys to Men Northwest Rite of Passage Volunteer and Mentor, 2003 
Board Member, Rural Outdoor Education, 1996-1998 
Board Member, Samaritan Counseling Center, 1996-1999 
Council Member, Ascension Lutheran Church, 1995-1998; President, 1997-1998 
SMART Reader, Jackson School, 1998-1999 
Advisory Board Member, Child Care Connections, 1993-1997 
Member, Rogue Valley Civic League, 1993-1996 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9) What is the general character of your practice? Indicate the nature of your typical clients and 
mention any legal areas in which you concentrate: 
 
I had a general civil litigation practice for 30+ years (see #5 above).  A large portion of my 
practice was concentrated in family law, bankruptcy, and employment law. 
 
 
10) What percentage of your practice is litigation?: 
 
Likely 80%+ of my practice was litigation: bringing legal actions for the purpose of enforcing a 
right or seeking a remedy, including the settlement of disputes. 
 
 
11) Do you regularly appear in court? 
 
I regularly appeared in court in the past as a litigant and regularly appear in court currently as 
a judge. 
 
 
12) What percentage of your litigation practice in the last five years was in: 
 
Federal Trial Courts 0% 
Federal Appellate Courts 0% 
State Trial Courts        90% 
State Appellate Courts    5% 
Administrative Bodies     5% 
 
 
13) Describe your litigation practice in the last five (5) years addressing both the courts and 
types of cases:  
 
During my career, I have tried divorce, personal injury, wrongful death, property damage, and 
trade practices cases.  I have tried cases in both state and federal court; both jury trials and 
court trials.  I have tried civil jury trials for gender discrimination, disability discrimination, 
and unpaid wages; and court trials involving the breach of a teacher’s contract and a public 
employee whistle-blower.  I regularly appeared in court on divorce and custody cases.  I 
have presented dozens of cases in arbitration hearings, many of them involving construction 
disputes.  I have appeared in civil employment cases and administrative hearings before the 
Oregon Employment Department and Bureau of Labor and Industries, the National Labor 
Relations Board, and the Merit System Protection Board.  I regularly appeared in litigation 
before the U.S. Bankruptcy Court.  However, in the past five years, I had fewer court 
appearances, which were primarily in the area of real estate law.  See my answers to 
questions 5 and 9-12 above.   
  
 



14) Describe any appellate court experience not described above: 
 
I was responsible for all brief writing and appellate oral argument in two cases which 
established for the first time in Oregon the right of employees to future wage loss (front pay) 
damages:  Wooton v. Viking, 136 Or. App. 56 (1995) and Tadsen v. Praegitzer, 326 Or. 465 
(1996).  I was responsible for the briefing and oral argument in an appeal involving a class 
action wage lawsuit, Russell v. Sheahan, 324 Or. 445 (1996).  I was responsible for the 
briefing and oral argument in an appeal concerning the admissibility of the statements of a 
decedent in a case involving insurance proceeds.  Holmes v. Morgan, 135 Or. App. 617 
(1995).  I have also argued cases before the Alaska Supreme Court and the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals (Milligan v. Nopanen, et al., Ninth Circuit No. 95-36007 (unpublished) 
(co-counsel)).   
 
 
15) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator: 
 
I served as a Small Claims Court Volunteer Mediator from 1997 through 2000 through the 
nonprofit agency Mediation Works (now Resolve).  I have conducted dozens of successful 
mediation sessions, including landlord/tenant disputes, construction issues, employment, 
and payment disputes.  I have successfully mediated divorce settlements including issues of 
spousal support, property division, and child visitation or parenting plans.   
 
I have been a member of the Jackson and Josephine County Courts Arbitration Panels, and 
the Arbitration Service of Portland (ASP).  The types of cases in which I have acted as an 
arbitrator include divorces, real estate, personal injury, and business disputes. 
 
 
16) State the approximate number of cases you have tried to conclusion in courts of record 
during each of the past five years (or longer period, if you desire), indicating whether you were 
sole, associate or lead counsel. Include citations of any reported cases: 
 
I have tried more than 100 cases in court during my legal career.  In almost all of those cases, 
I was sole counsel.  Reported cases include Wooton v. Viking Distributing, 136 Or. App. 56 
(1995); Haimovitz and Haimovitz, 163 Or. App. 244 (1999); Cantua, et al. v. Creager, 161 Or. 
App. 81 (2000); and Holmes v. Morgan, 135 Or. App. 617 (1995) (as co-counsel).   
 
 
17) State the approximate number of cases you have handled in state and federal appellate 
courts in the last five years indicating whether you were lead or co-counsel. Include citations of 
reported cases: 
 
Several bankruptcy case matters resulted in reported decisions in the past five years:  In re 
Womelsdorf (Bankr. Or. 2015), 12-62075-fra7; Charter v. Kearney (In re Colen), 516 B.R. 618 
(Bankr. Or. 2014); Charter v. Bennett (In re Bennett) 12-60642-tmr7.  My last appellate case 
was in 2019, Ghighlieri v. Tolamak, an implied easement case (submitted). 



 
18) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of the courts 
you have served: 
 
Since December of 2004, I have served as a judge for the Jackson County Justice Court and 
have presided over hundreds of traffic trials and thousands of arraignments. I served as a 
paid Jackson County Circuit Court Judge Pro Tempore during 1996 and 1997.  During that 
term, I presided over two criminal jury trials and numerous family court hearings and Small 
Claims Court trials.  During 1999-2002, I served as a volunteer Pro Tem Judge for Small 
Claims Court trials and presided over approximately 25-50 trials in that capacity. 
 
I was appointed as a Special Master for the Juneau, Alaska, Superior Court in 1983.  In that 
role I presided over uncontested divorces, restraining orders, adoptions, and name changes. 
 
 
19) List bar association memberships, office held and committee assignments: 
 
Member of Oregon Bar Association (inactive) 
Member, American Judge’s Association 
Jackson County Bar Association President, 2001-2002 
Jackson County Bar Executive Committee, 1997-2002 
Jackson County Courts, Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee, 1997- 
Oregon State Bar House of Delegates, 1999-2002 
Oregon State Bar Civil Rights Section Executive Committee, 2001-2002 
 
 
20) Have you ever been convicted of or plead guilty to a violation of any federal, state, county 
or municipal law, regulation or ordinance?  If so, please give details.  Do not include traffic 
violation for which a fine of less than $500 was imposed:  
 
No. 
 
 
21) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney?  If so, 
please give the particulars and the result:  
 
No. 
 
 
22) Why do you want to be a judge?: 
 
I have the experience, temperament, and character to serve as a Circuit Court Judge. As a 
sitting judge, I have 15 years of experience interacting with all kinds of people in the 
courtroom. I particularly enjoy taking time to connect with young people and to impress 
upon them their individual responsibility for the decisions they make. I have gained detailed 



knowledge of the law and also a keen awareness of different personality types. I know how 
to effectively communicate with each person who appears in court. I begin by respecting 
them as a human being. Temperament is honed by remaining patient and kind, even under 
the stress of a heavy docket caseload. Character is built by what we consistently do. 
 
I have a thorough knowledge of the rules of evidence and the conduct of trials. My appellate 
practice has honed my skills in researching, analyzing, and interpreting laws and regulations. 
As a Judge, I have restored professionalism and respect to the Justice Court, enhanced public 
safety, helped reduce traffic fatalities, and promoted community service and education. I am 
passionate about public safety, justice, the rule of law, and livability in our community. I am 
honored to serve Jackson County.   
 
 
23) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most important for 
the role, and the greatest challenges to the role: 
 
Judges are regularly called upon to make important and life altering decisions affecting 
individuals and families every day of the week. A calm judicial demeanor has a calming effect 
on emotionally charged litigants. I believe that every citizen deserves to be treated with 
dignity and respect.  Patience, courtesy, and decisiveness are desirable judicial qualities.  
Every litigant is entitled to have their story heard and to receive a clear and well-reasoned 
explanation for a ruling. 
 
Judges are the cornerstone of the judicial system. A judge must apply the law consistently, 
predictably, and fairly without allowing personal beliefs or outside influences to affect their 
decisions. Personal integrity allows judges to disregard external influences and base their 
decisions solely on the facts and the law.  Broad based knowledge and the ability to quickly 
learn new areas of the law are important personal characteristics for good judges. 
 
Courts need to be sensitive to the impact their decisions have on families struggling 
financially. I have promoted payment programs and community service options so that 
inability to pay does not unfairly impact lower income citizens. I have also educated other 
judges on this issue. 
 
 
24) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are particularly 
proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial philosophy, or 
temperament: 
 
There are a number of cases of which I am proud.  In 1995, I tried a case in Coos County to 
recover damages for injuries inflicted on the victim of a drunk driver.  Junior v. Miller, 94 
-CV0376.  I have represented the family of a woman who was abused in a nursing home. 
Estate of Margaret Slowey, Jackson County Case No. 96-485-P3.  I stated at the time: "The 
principle in this case . . . involves holding those accountable who are entrusted with the 
well-being of those who are the weakest and most vulnerable among us, and protecting them 



from abuse."  (quoted in the Medford Mail Tribune).   
 
I tried a case for a woman who had served a company faithfully for 17 years and was fired 
after injuring her knee at work.  It took nearly four years to prevail after an appeal, but I was 
able to secure for her the retirement benefits that she had earned and deserved.  Wooton v. 
Viking Distributing, 136 Or. App. 56 (1995).  I have represented women in successful trials 
involving sex discrimination, disability discrimination, and unpaid wages.  I have represented 
non-profit organizations and many others on a pro bono or no fee basis.  In all of these 
matters, I have advocated for the legal rights of those most vulnerable and 
under-represented in society to ensure equal justice before the law for all citizens. 
 
 
25) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon’s justice system, that concerns you, or that you 
have an interest in working toward improving. 
 
I have advocated for a Veterans Court, and have worked with veterans to set aside criminal 
records.  I believe that government public safety programs should deliver the best results for 
the lowest possible cost.  Problem solving courts save criminal justice costs and health care 
costs, and reduce victim impacts.  We can make use of existing state and federal grant 
money to reinvest tax dollars and better address homelessness, addiction, and mental health 
issues prevalent in our community. 
 
I am interested in continuing my long term community involvement and strengthening and 
maintaining community partnerships with treatment providers, behavioral health specialists, 
restorative justice practitioners, mediation services, law enforcement, and the recovery 
community.   
 
I am interested in increasing accountability and transparency by the courts to the public 
through better tracking of specialty treatment court outcomes.  For example, as corrections 
in Oregon has moved to “evidence based” programs, the courts also need to better report the 
effectiveness of various programs offered.   
 
 
26) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal or historical, whom you admire and why: 
 
Although there are many, I particularly admire Teddy Roosevelt and find his quotations 
greatly inspiring.  For example, “A man’s usefulness depends upon living up to his ideals . . . 
It is hard to fail but it is worse never to have tried to succeed.”  I see T.R. as a rugged 
individualist, a person who did great things and whose speech and actions were guided by 
common sense. 
 
 
 
 
 



27) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy: 
 
I support: 
 
        Expanded Drug and Specialty Treatment Courts 
        Holding Offenders Accountable and Keeping our Community Safe 
        Victims’ Rights 
        Strengthening and Maintaining Families 
        Mediation to reduce the destructive impact of divorce 
        Building Strong Communities through Community Partnerships 
        Limiting the Arbitrary Use of Government Power 
        Equal Justice for all citizens 
        Applying the Rule of Law Impartially 
        Defending the Rights of Individuals 
 
Good judges make a difference in the lives of citizens every day. I have the experience, 
temperament, character, and passion necessary to serve as Jackson County’s next Circuit 
Court Judge. I appreciate this opportunity to serve the community and ask for your vote. 


