
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

 Steven Charles Burke  

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

www.ElectBurkeforJudge.com 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, and degrees 
awarded.  

J.D., Northwestern School of Law of Lewis and Clark, with Honors, 2000. 

B.S. History, Portland State University, 1994. 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Case & Dusterhoff, LLP, Senior Associate, Beaverton Oregon, 2010-present. 
Primarily a civil litigation attorney practicing law in cases involving contract, construction, 
real estate, intellectual property, discrimination, employment, business torts, banking, 
finance, common law torts, uniform commercial code, nuisance, family law, 
condemnation/eminent domain, administrative law, election law, sex abuse, wage and 
hour claims, criminal, commercial collections, and more. 

Steven C. Burke, P.C., Attorney-Owner, Tigard, Oregon, 2001-2010. Same as 
above. 

Rycewicz & Chenoweth, LLP, Portland, Oregon, Associate Attorney, 2000-2001. 
General civil litigation attorney focusing primarily in business litigation matters. 

Ball Janik, LLP, Portland, Legal Assistant/Paralegal, Oregon 1999-2000. Primary 
role was working on a three-track, complex litigation case involving construction 
disputes on a major silicon chip manufacturing facility in Camas, Washington.  

http://www.electburkeforjudge.com/


5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are currently 
admitted.  

Oregon State Bar 

Washington State Bar Association 

United States Court for the District of Oregon 

United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Oregon 

United States Court for the Western District of Washington 

United States Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of Washington 

 

6) If desired, list any publications and/or articles you have authored. 

American Association for Justice, Trial Lawyer Magazine, June 2003, American 
Trial Lawyers’ Association, Trial Magazine (Republished in Trial Lawyer 
Associations for Washington, Nevada, and Florida.) Ethical Implications of 
Attorneys Donating Computers 

Oregon Trial Lawyers Association, Trial Lawyer Magazine, Premises Liability 
Basics, 2004. 

Oregon Trial Lawyers Association, Trial Lawyer Magazine, Identity Theft, 2004. 

Oregon Trial Lawyers Association, Trial Lawyer, PLF Coverage in Washington 
Practices, 2002)  

 

7) If desired, list any community, teaching or civic activities.  

Reserve Police Officer, City of Hillsboro, 1993-1996. 

Director, M.I.T.C.H. Charter School, Tualatin, Oregon 2013-2015 

Friends of the Refuge; Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge Sherwood, Oregon 

Director, 2007 to 2012, Secretary 2008-2009. President 2011 

Oregon Democratic Lawyer Counsel, Member, 2005-2012, Chair of Washington 
County 2007-2012 (Monitors Oregon elections for fair and open voting 
accountability) 



Prior experience teaching continuing legal education courses in: construction law 
for beginners, non-competition agreements, trade secret litigation, and collection 
of judgments. 

 

8) What is the general character of your practice? If desired, please indicate any legal areas 
in which you concentrate.  

My primary focus has been business law, specializing in matters of corporate 
governance, shareholder/member disputes, fiduciary duty, and property law.  

 

9) Describe any litigation practice in the last five (5) years and address both the courts and 
types of cases. 

In the past five years I have been in the primary attorney of record in 72 cases 
filed in Oregon Circuit Courts, and was the sole trial attorney in six bench trials, 
six jury trials, and one bench trial on a traffic matter in Justice Court. The twelve 
trials first mentioned above involved claims for: breach of contract, tortious 
breach of contract, quantum meruit, negligence, shareholder disputes, breach of 
fiduciary duty, breach of the implied duty of good faith and fair dealing, nuisance, 
child custody, and fraud. Those trials were conducted in Multnomah, Clackamas, 
Washington, Jefferson, and Deschutes County Circuit Courts. I represented 
plaintiffs and defendants, petitioners, and respondents. I also handled an 
assortment of criminal matters, which were limited to misdemeanor crimes and 
traffic matters. 

During this same period, I was the primary attorney of record in nine cases before 
the United States District Court for the District of Oregon. I provided assistance as 
co-counsel in a tenth case. These cases involved insurance subrogation, 
employment, elder abuse/fraud, foreclosure, discrimination, contract, and 
negligence matters. I appeared in eight cases before the United States 
Bankruptcy Court for the District of Oregon representing debtors, creditors, and 
third-party clients. Cases involved bankruptcy, creditor rights, security interests, 
fraudulent transfers, and nondischargeability issues. 

In the past five years I have handled a few dozen cases in the State of 
Washington, including both Superior and District Court matters in Clark, Klickitat, 
Skamania, Peirce, and King County Superior Courts. My practice in Washington is 
limited to issues involving contract, real property, and commercial collections. I 
was the sole trial attorney in a bench trial in Klickitat County Superior Court 
involving claims for judicial foreclosure and real estate fraud. I am currently 
working on one case in the United States Court for the Western District of 



Washington involving wage and hour claims. I also appeared in one case as 
attorney for a creditor in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Western 
District of Washington. 

Finally, I was admitted pro hac vice in Cook County Superior Court for the State of 
Illinois on a single case involving claims related to a ten-million-dollar life 
insurance policy. 

 

10) Describe any appellate court experience not included above. 

I have been the primary attorney of record in 22 Oregon appellate cases, and one 
Washington appellate matter, not including any Washington appeals to the Superior 
Court from a District Court decision. The appeals involved administrative law, contract, 
construction, child custody, commercial collections, and shareholder disputes. 

 

11) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

I have acted as mediator in less than a dozen matters.  

 

12) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of the 
courts you have served.  

Judge Pro Tem, Beaverton Youth Peer Court, City of Beaverton, 2014-present. 

 

13) List any bar association memberships, and if desired, any offices held or 
committee/project assignments.  

Oregon Trial Lawyers Association, Legislative Committee member, prior service 
on Publication Committee, and New Members Committee. 

Multnomah Bar Association, prior service on New Lawyer Committee. 

Washington Trial Lawyers Association, prior service on New Lawyer Committee. 

American Bar Association. 

American Bankruptcy Institute. 

Washington County Bar Association. 



14) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not include 
or parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was imposed.  

No. 

 

15) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney? If 
so, please give the particulars and the result. **Include only proceedings that were 
authorized for prosecution by the SPRB.  

Once. The matter was later dismissed. I have never been disciplined for any 
unethical conduct and pride myself on holding high ethical standards. 

 

16) Why do you want to be a judge?  

Aside from simply enjoying the role of judge and the unique demands it requires, 
I am seeking this office because I believe Washington County Circuit Court can benefit 
from my diverse background in the practice of law, most notably my extensive 
experience as a civil litigation attorney. I also bring the experience of working in a 
significant number of jurisdictions, which will contribute to bringing innovative ideas 
related to court operations and procedural matters. I want to be involved with the 
Mental Health Court and help continue the tremendous progress it has made in dealing 
with people suffering from mental illness and come into contact with the criminal justice 
system. 

 

17) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role.  

The primary judicial role is to be neutral, fair, professional, and patient. Everyone 
that comes to court, for better or worse, deserves to be treated with respect and 
compassion. One of the more difficult challenges in keeping with these principles is very 
similar to what I have already experienced as a reserve police officer, and to a lesser 
degree as a litigation attorney: at times you are exposed to the worst that society has to 
offer, whether it is homicide, sex crimes, domestic violence, drug addiction, child 
custody, or divorce. It takes a special skill to not become cynical after continual exposure 
to the deviant part of society. It requires keeping the right perspective and staying 
grounded. I know I have that skill.  



18) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial philosophy, 
or temperament.  

During the Great Recession I did a lot of pro bono representation helping retired 
and semi-retired elderly clients save their homes from foreclosure. Prior to my career as 
an attorney, I worked in the financial sector doing loan servicing, workout solutions, and 
special asset files. I utilized that experience to help my clients, in addition to coordinating 
with other attorneys in what would end up trailblazing a new path in the field of 
foreclosure and trust deeds. I did this work despite my own law practice suffering greatly 
from the recession. It wasn’t an easy thing to do, but it was the right thing to do. I started 
handling consumer bankruptcy cases as well, including some as pro bono, and in the end 
saved a lot of good people from being homeless. It took great patience, and considerable 
legal analysis in fields of law that were largely undeveloped at the time in Oregon. Most 
judges had absolutely no prior experience concerning Oregon trust deed and tended to 
defer to whatever the banks initially argued in cases. Every case was an uphill fight. 
There were a lot of difficult times when it seemed impossible to save the client’s home, 
but in nearly every case we got there. To this day some of those clients drop by with 
small gifts to say thanks for what I did.  

 

19) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that concerns you, or that 
you have interest in working toward improving.    

There are two primary areas I intend to focus on if I am elected. One involves 
working with people suffering from mental illness, the other the lack of understanding of 
the judicial branch of government by the general public. I intend to do a lot of public 
outreach. 

 

20) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 

Thurgood Marshall. My undergraduate degree is in history, and I focused on 
United States constitutional history for my upper division requirements. I found Justice 
Marshall fascinating and inspiring, both in terms of how he attained a seat on the 
Supreme Court in a time of such extreme racism and adversity, and because of his 
jurisprudence and its impact on American law and culture. As an attorney he argued in 
favor of the plaintiffs in Brown v. Board of Education, which approached the issue of 
racism and segregation using science, and thus and demonstrated how segregation 
causes negative racial bias on all fronts and how it harms the moral fabric of society. The 
science offered in the case to support what in hindsight seems obvious today was 
extraordinarily persuasive, and well-reasoned. My appreciation only grew when I started 



my legal career, since now I understand the difficulty bringing a case to trial, handling 
that case on appeal, and the exceptional difficulty of getting an appellate court to make a 
paradigm change in legal jurisprudence. His story really is extraordinary. He was a rare 
kind of person.   

 

21) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I believe I will be an excellent Circuit Court judge. I think you will agree if I am 
elected. Please vote Steven C. Burke for judge. 


