
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

1) Full name: 

Cynthia Lynnae Beaman 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

N/A 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

 
Farmington High School, Farmington, Missouri  
 
University of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 
 
University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law, Sacramento, California, Juris Doctor 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

 
Southwestern Oregon Public Defenders, Inc.,  Trial Attorney, 1999-2001 
 
Cynthia L. Beaman, Attorney at Law, Attorney, 2001-2007 
 
Circuit Court Judge, 15th Judicial District, July 2007 – Present 
 

5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  
 
California State Bar 1998 
Oregon State Bar 1998 
 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  



N/A 

 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities. 

  
Curry County Local Public Safety Coordinating Council Member 
Brookings Youth Activities Past President 
Kalmiopsis Parent Teacher Organization 
Azalea Parent Teacher Organization 
Brookings Harbor Soccer League Former Board Member 
Brookings United Soccer Club President 
Director, Annual Coastal Classic Basketball Tournament 
Director, Annual Brookings Hoop Fest Basketball Tournament 
Former Member of the Brookings Harbor School District Budget Committee 
Safe and Sober Graduation 2019 Chair 
 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

General Practice – primarily family law and criminal defense 

 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Circuit Court Judge, 15th Judicial District, Seat 6, Coos and Curry Counties, 2007-
Present 

I preside over approximately an average of 4-5 trials or contested hearings weekly, 48-
60 per year.  I have approximately one jury trial each month. 

 

10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

I preside over all types of cases filed in Curry and Coos Counties. 

 

 



11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

N/A 

 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

N/A 

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Past President of the Curry County Bar Association 

 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 
 
Curry County Local Public Safety Coordinating Council Member 
Past President of the Curry County Bar Association 
Juvenile Engagement and Leadership Institute Reasonable Efforts Group 
Opportunities for Lawyers in Oregon Mentorship Program 
 

15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No 

 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No 

 

 

 



17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I was very fortunate to practice the bulk of my legal career in front of two very 
experienced, long term judges.  Over the years, I learned from each of them the 
necessary qualities to be a good judge. The admiration I had for each of them was one 
attraction to the job.   

I was also interested in moving from a role of advocacy into a role where problem 
solving is the main focus.  I believe that my experience, background, temperament, 
and ability to listen well are qualities that suited me for this career path.  

 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

A judge should enter the courtroom without predisposed ideas regarding those who 
appear before him or her, and should be able to make impartial decisions based on 
the facts and the law.   

My belief is that it is a judge’s role to ensure that the parties who seek the court’s 
assistance feel as though they were able to present their position, and that even if 
they do not prevail, they know that they were heard.  This should be done efficiently, 
without delay. 

A judge should be able to listen well, discern facts, have compassion for others, 
practice patience, and make decisions without concern of outside influence.   

In my opinion, the greatest challenge to the role of being judge is the lack of 
resources.  Among others, the lack of programs greatly affects pro se litigants, 
disadvantaged persons, and persons needing rehabilitation.   

 

19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

As Judge in Curry County, I am required to hear every type of case.  I have presided 
over many different civil and criminal cases that greatly affect others lives.  However, I 
am most proud of the work that I do in juvenile court, both dependency and 
delinquency.  I spend extra time with each family or child before me to let them know 
that I really do care about what happens to them.  I think they are able to see that it is 
the case.    



20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

A number of our criminal docket cases in Curry County involve defendants who are 
mentally ill.  The resources in our county are limited, and the jail has essentially 
become a holding room.  I am concerned about the balance of the needs of the public 
regarding safety, the rights of the individuals in question, and the strain that it is 
putting on the persons who are affected such as jail staff, court clerks, treatment 
providers, attorneys, etc.     

 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

I admire Judge Richard Barron, who was the presiding judge in our judicial district, not 
only as an extremely intelligent, experienced, patient, and dedicated jurist, but also as 
a father, grandfather, husband, coworker, and friend.   

 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  
 
As Circuit Court Judge since 2007 I have presided over criminal, civil, dissolution, 
custody, juvenile dependency, juvenile delinquency, mental health commitment, 
traffic, small claims, foreclosures, eviction, and probate matters. This experience, 
coupled with my extensive criminal law background, makes me the most qualified 
candidate for this position.  
 
I have been honored to serve the people of Coos and Curry Counties as Circuit Judge 
for almost seven years.  I ask for your vote so that I can continue to work on your 
behalf. 


