
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Amy M Baggio 

 

2) Campaign web site (if applicable):  

No answer 

 

3) List college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees.  

Wake Forest University, 1991-1995, BA Speech Communication, French Minor 

Lewis & Clark Law School, 1998-2001, JD 

 

4) List employment since graduation from law school, including years employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Metropolitan Public Defender, September 2001-October 2002 (state public 
defender in Multnomah County) 

Federal Public Defender, October 2002-December 2012 (federal public 
defender for the District of Oregon) 

Baggio Law, January 2013-March 2019 (solo practice, continuing federal court-
appointed work as well as engaging in retained criminal defense and criminal-related 
work for the Professional Liability Fund (PLF)) 

Multnomah County Circuit Court Judge, April 2019-present (general law bench, 
presiding over criminal and civil cases) 

 

 



5) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission. If desired, list previous admissions.  

Oregon State Bar (OSB), 2001 

U.S. District Court for the District of Oregon, 2005 

 

6) If desired, list publications and/or articles you have authored.  

I co-authored chapters on Criminal Law and State Post Conviction for the OSB 
and in the Statutory Time Limitations manual for the OSB and PLF. 

 

7) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

I presented or co-presented continuing legal education seminars sponsored by 
the Metropolitan Public Defender’s Office, Federal Public Defender’s Office, Oregon 
Criminal Defense Lawyers’ Association, and the Oregon State Bar.  

 

8) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Where appropriate indicate any legal areas in which you concentrated. 

Criminal defense 

 

9) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

I have served on the General Law Bench of the Multnomah County Circuit 
Court since April 8, 2019. During that time, I have presided over a number of jury and 
bench trials, held oral argument and ruled on civil and criminal motions, and issued 
legal opinions.  

 

 

 



10) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

As part of our training, Presiding Judge Bushong has all new judges observe 
and then oversee each of the county’s high-volume and specialty dockets, including 
stalking protective orders, traffic, parking, landlord-tenant, small claims, Justice 
Center arraignments, and civil commitments. Beyond this intensive training in 
specialty dockets, my general bench docket over the past year has included criminal 
and civil trials; criminal motions to suppress or for release; a wide variety of civil 
motions, including motions to compel, for protective orders, and to dismiss; and civil 
summary judgment motions.  

 

11) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

No answer 

 

12) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

No answer 

 

13) List any bar association memberships. Where appropriate, list officer positions, 
committee assignments or other notable work. 

Multnomah Bar Association 

Oregon Women Lawyers 

Federal Bar Association, Board of Directors  

 

14) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

Special Investigator for the Board of Bar Examiners, OSB  

Attorney Mentor, OSB  

Attorney Representative for the District of Oregon to the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals  



15) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No 

 

16) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No  

 

17) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I wanted to become a judge out of a desire to continue a career in public 
service within our justice system, but not as an advocate for either side. In addition, I 
am fascinated by the different types of law and a judicial career allows one to study 
legal concepts outside previous areas of specialty. The intellectual challenge is 
wonderful.  

 

18) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

People, for the most part, come to court not because they are happy to be 
there but because they need help to resolve a legal dispute. From parking tickets to 
Measure 11 felonies, litigants’ cases are hugely important in the context of their own 
lives. I believe the essential qualities for a judge are a strong work ethic, intellectual 
curiosity, respectfulness, patience, compassion, humility, and an ability to 
communicate clearly with persons from a wide variety of backgrounds.  

I believe the greatest challenge to the role of judge in Multnomah County is the 
volume of cases. Trial court judges are required to make incredibly important 
decisions every day. The reality is that sometimes we must make these decisions 
based on a less than an optimal amount of time to reflect on the relevant law and case 
materials.  

 



19) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

My current appointment has given me the opportunity to oversee a wide-
variety of proceedings in my first eleven months. A particular case that comes to mind 
involved a small claims dispute. A thorough written opinion seemed appropriate 
because it was evident to me by the voluminous exhibits and the parties’ trial 
presentations how very important the claims were to the litigants. I wanted the 
parties to understand that I took the case as seriously as they did. I hope that upon 
review of my decision, they exited the process feeling as if I thoughtfully considered 
their positions and that I rendered a fair decision.  

 

20) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

Having previously served on Oregon’s Public Defense Services Commission, I 
am particularly interested in seeing improvement in our indigent defense system. 
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, our state was making positive steps toward systemic 
improvement. I hope to see those efforts continue to evolve our system into one that 
is more fundamentally fair to all people in need of these vital services.  

 

21) Briefly describe a legal figure (personal, fictional or historical), whom you admire 
and why. 

Multnomah County Trial Court Administrator Marcille, Presiding Judge 
Bushong, Chief Criminal Judge Albrecht, Chief Civil Judge Marshall, and Chief Family 
Law Judge Svetkey have shown courageous and tireless leadership in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic in our county. Crises reveal true character, and for me, it has been 
awe-inspiring to watch these individuals lead us toward the efficient and effective 
administration of justice despite these dangerous times. They have my admiration and 
my gratitude. 

 

22) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I am honored to have the opportunity to serve as a judge in Multnomah 
County. I am far from perfect, but every day I do my best to render thoughtful and fair 
decisions in civil and criminal cases that I know have profoundly important impacts in 
the lives of my fellow citizens. Thank you for considering me as a candidate for 
Multnomah Circuit Court, Department 38. 


