
Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2020 

 

1) Your full name: 

Beth Anne Allen 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 
 
Circuit Court of the State of Oregon 
Fourth Judicial District 
1021 SW Fourth Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97204-1123 
503-988-3250 
 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

www.courts.oregon.gov/multnomah 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that 
institution was awarded.  

• South Umpqua High School, Myrtle Creek, Oregon, diploma 1976 
• Mt. Hood Community College, Gresham, Oregon, AS in Journalism 1990 
• Portland State University, Portland, Oregon, BS Speech Communications 1992 
• Willamette University College of Law, JD 1996 
•  

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

 
• Clerk to Chief Judge of the Oregon Court of Appeals, 1996-1998 
• Tonkon Torp LLP (litigation), LLP, 1998-2001 
• Lane Powell LLP (employment advice & litigation), 2001-2005 
• Beth Allen Law PC (family law, estate planning w/LGBT focus), 2005-2013 
•  

http://www.courts.oregon.gov/multnomah


6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission.  

 
• Oregon State Bar, 1996 
• US Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, 2005 
• United States District Court for the District of Oregon, 1999 

 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no longer 
admitted.  

 
• Washington State Bar, 2000 (I inactivated my membership upon my 

appointment) 
 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

• The Demise of DOMA? What’s New and What’s Not in Juvenile and Family Law, 
Juvenile & Family Court Journal, Vol. 65, Issue 1 (2014) 

• Same-Sex Marriage: A Conflict of Laws Analysis for Oregon, Willamette Law 
Review, Vol. 32, Number 3 (1996) 

 

8) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

• Adjunct Professor (former), Lewis & Clark College of Law 

• Taught approximately 20 Continuing Legal Education Programs since appointed 
Judge 

• Prior to being appointed Judge, taught approximately 40 CLEs 

• Spoken in numerous elementary and high school classes about the importance 
of our constitution and understanding the three branches of government 

 

9) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Indicate the nature of your typical clients and mention any legal areas in which 
you concentrated. 
 
My law firm, Beth Allen Law, was a family law, estate planning and employment 
discrimination practice in which we focused on LGBTQ+ clients.  Prior to starting my 



own firm, I worked in two of the larger law firms in Oregon, with a primary focus on 
employment law. 
 

10) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Multnomah County Circuit Court Judge since February 2013 

Oregon Court of Appeals pro tem several occasions since 2013 

 

11) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate. 

I sit on the Family Law Bench, which includes dissolutions, custody and other related 
family law issues, juvenile delinquency and dependency, as well as probate, adoption 
and surrogacy.   

 

12) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

Law Clerk, Oregon Department of Justice Appellate Division 

Judicial Clerk to (former) Chief Judge Mary Deits, Oregon Court of Appeals 

 

13) State the approximate number of trials or contested hearings over which you have 
presided as the judicial officer during each of the past five years. Indicate roughly how 
many were jury trials and how many were trials to the court.   
 
I have presided over more than 20 jury trials, and more than 100 bench trials in which 
at least one party was represented by an attorney, and probably 100 or more bench 
trials in which both parties represented themselves.  I have presided over numerous 
short hearings concerning domestic violence criminal matters and restraining orders. 
 

14) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 
 
I have acted as a settlement judge in about 5 matters since being appointed.  Before 
becoming a judge, I helped settle many matters to resolution. 



15) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments. 

Oregon State Child Welfare Advocacy Committee, Member 

Co-Chair, Multnomah County Child Welfare Committee, LGBTQ Youth subcommittee 
(former) 

Oregon State Bar:  Diversity Executive Committee; Press, Broadcasters Committee, 
both former 

Multnomah Bar Association:  Member; Tell it to a Judge participant 

Oregon Women Lawyers:  Past Board Member; LEG Up Committee 

Queen’s Bench:  Board Member; Mentoring Subcommittee 

National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, Governance Committee, Military 
and Veterans Committee  

National LGBT Bar:  Past Board Member 

Oregon LGBT Bar: Past Board Member 

International Judge’s Association: Member 

 

16) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

See above 

 

17) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No 

 

18) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No 



19) What attracted you to a judicial career? 
 
I sought this position because I feel strongly about being of service to my community, 
and I believe I have the compassion, intellect and legal knowledge to do the job well.  
A significant part of this position, particularly on the family law bench, involves 
helping people find solutions to their problems during difficult times.  I find the 
problem solving role to be one to which I am well-suited. 
 

20) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

A judge must be able to embody the authority of the court, while also being 
empathetic and sincere.  All who appear in front of me should leave knowing they 
were heard, respected, and that their position was given fair consideration, regardless 
of the ultimate outcome.     
 

21) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 
 
I am proud that in my first year as  a judge I drafted an article for juvenile and family 
law judges discussing a case from the US Supreme Court, which  ruled that the United 
States is required to recognize marriages between couples of the same sex, can be 
applied in the family and juvenile law context, which  potentially offers a great many 
advantages for gay parents  (and their children) who appear before us.  The article was 
published this Spring in the Juvenile & Family Court Journal .   
 

22) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.   
 
I am proud to have been selected as the 2017 Chief Justice’s Juvenile Court Champion.  
This statewide award was in recognition of my leadership in raising the profile and 
priority of child abuse and neglect cases in Oregon.  I have been a strong proponent 
within the court system of ensuring that LGBTQ children in the dependency and 
delinquency systems are treated equitably. 
 
 
 
 
 



23) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 
 
There are many who I admire who are internationally known and revered, such as 
Justice Thurgood Marshall and Justice Sonia Sotomayer.  But probably the most 
amazing judge I have known is recently retired Janice Wilson of the Multnomah Circuit 
Court.  When she presided, no issue was too insignificant, no legal issue too complex, 
no person unimportant.  She set the standards I strive daily to achieve.  If I can ever 
approach being as remarkable as her, I will have served my State and its citizens well.  
 

24) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  
 
Although I run unopposed, I welcome your vote. 


