
Judicial Election Questionnaire - Judge version 
 

 
 
1) Your full name: 
 
John A. Wittmayer 
 
 
2) Office Address and Phone Number: 
 
Multnomah County Courthouse 
1021 SW 4th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
503.988.3165 
 
 
3) Web site (if applicable):  
 
http://courts.oregon.gov/Multnomah/General_Info/Judges/Wittmayer/pages/judge_wittma
yer_contact_information.aspx 
 
 
4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, degrees 
awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that institution was 
awarded.  
 
James Madison High School, 1961-65, high school diploma. 
Portland State University, 1965-69, B.S. degree. 
Northwestern School of Law at Lewis & Clark College, 1970-73, J.D. degree, Dean’s List. 
 
 
5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your position 
and the nature of the practice or activity.  
 
1973-74:  United States Department of Justice, Criminal Division, Washington, D.C., Trial 
Attorney, Attorney General’s Honors Program. 
1974-77: Multnomah County District Attorney’s Office, Deputy District Attorney.  
Prosecuted misdemeanor and felony criminal cases. 
1977-81: Gaylord, Thomas & Wittmayer, Portland, Oregon.  General practice of law. 
1981-96: Mitchell, Lang & Smith, Portland, Oregon.  General practice of law. 
 
 
6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are presently 
admitted and the date of admission.  
 
Oregon State Bar, 1973. 
United States District Court, Oregon, 1974. 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, 1984. 



United States District Court, Western Washington, 1984. 
United States District Court, Eastern Washington, 1984. 
United States Supreme Court, 1995. 
 
 
6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no longer 
admitted.  
 
Washington State Bar, admitted 1984, transferred to inactive in 1996 when I became a 
judge and resigned, 2001. 
 
 
7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  
 
Multnomah Lawyer, published by the Multnomah Bar Association, monthly column “Tips 
from the Bench,” 2004 to 2009. 
 
 
8) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  
 
Speaker for various continuing legal education programs and community groups, 1996 
to date. 
American Civil Liberties Union, Volunteer Attorney, 1993-95. 
Board of Directors, FISH Emergency Services, 1997-02, Chair, 2000. 
Board of Trustees, Willamette University, 2005 to 2010. 
Board of Trustees, Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
1997-2005, Chair, 1999-04. 
Montavilla United Methodist Church, Administrative Council, 1996-1999, Chair, 1996. 
St. Andrew Legal Clinic, Volunteer Attorney, 1994-96, Board of Directors, 1995-96, Vice 
Chair 1996. 
 
 
9) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal practice? 
Indicate the nature of your typical clients and mention any legal areas in which you 
concentrated. 
 
At the U.S. Department of Justice and the Multnomah County District Attorney’s Office I 
was a prosecutor.  Thereafter I had a general practice of law, emphasizing civil litigation. 
 
 
10) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an administrative 
tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 
 
Circuit Court Judge, Multnomah County, 1998 to date. 
District Court Judge, Multnomah County, 1996-98. 
Circuit Court Judge, Pro Tempore, Clackamas County, 1994-96. 
Circuit Court Judge, Pro Tempore, Washington County, 1992. 
District Court Judge, Pro Tempore, Multnomah County, 1994. 
 



11) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate the 
nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, and any 
legal areas in which you concentrate. 
 
Over the past five years my judicial work has been approximately 45% civil litigation, 
50% criminal litigation, and 5% family law litigation.   
 
 
12) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 
 
None 

 
 
13) State the approximate number of trials or contested hearings over which you have presided 
as the judicial officer during each of the past five years. Indicate roughly how many were jury 
trials and how many were trials to the court.   
 
Over the past 5 years I have presided over 106 jury trials, both civil and criminal.  During 
this period I have also presided over dozens and dozens of non-jury trials and hundreds 
of contested motions, both civil and criminal. 
 
 
14) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 
 
Before becoming a full-time judge in 1996 I served as an arbitrator with the Multnomah 
County Courts court-annexed arbitration program.  In this capacity I arbitrated at least a 
dozen matters. 
 
Since becoming a judge in 1996 I have conducted many, many Judicial Settlement 
Conferences, both civil and criminal, which are mediation proceedings. 
 
 
15) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments. 
 
Multnomah Bar Association, Professionalism Committee, 1998-2001 and 2003-05. 
Oregon State Bar Law-related Education Committee, 1985-88. 
 
 
16) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or special 
projects in which you have been involved. 
 
Oregon Bench and Bar Commission on Professionalism. 
 
 
17) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, county 
or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not include parking 
offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was imposed. 
 
No 
 



18) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or judge? 
If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 
 
No 
 
 
19) What attracted you to a judicial career? 
 
The opportunity to be neutral, instead of an advocate for a client, and the ability to do 
what is right, instead of in the best interest of a client was very appealing to me. 
 
 
20) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most important for 
the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 
 
My responsibility as a Judge is to uphold the Rule of Law in our society, deciding 
controversies and presiding over jury trials by applying the law evenly and fairly, without 
regard to who is before the Court.  Central to fulfilling this role are honesty, integrity, and 
an appropriate judicial temperament.  The volume of litigation in Multnomah County and 
the limited resources for support, in terms of facilities and personnel, are among the 
greatest challenges we face in fulfilling our responsibilities. 
 
 
21) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are particularly 
proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial philosophy, or temperament. 
 
From 1999-2004 I managed all of the asbestos exposure litigation in Multnomah County, 
which involved managing hundreds of cases.  During this period I presided over 12 
asbestos exposure jury trials, the longest of which was 55 days. 
 
Since 2008 I have been one of a small number of judges on this Court on a team to which 
all the Aggravated Murder (i.e. potential death penalty) cases have been assigned. 
 
 
22) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular interest or 
concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving. 
 
The Courts of Oregon face great challenges in fulfilling our responsibilities in antiquated 
and obsolete facilities.  The Multnomah County Courthouse was built in 1914 when there 
were 8 judges in Multnomah County.  There are now 38 judges in the courthouse.   
 
 
23) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and why. 
 
James Madison was the author of the United States Constitution, the basic organic law 
of the United States.  The Constitution has withstood many challenges in the past 200 
years and has served us well.   
 


