
Judicial Election Questionnaire - Judge version 

 

1) Your full name: 

Katherine Tennyson 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 

1021 SW 4th Ave. 

Portland, Oregon 97204 

503 988-3078 

 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

n/a 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that 
institution was awarded.  

Diploma, Colville High School, Colville, Washington, 1977. 

A. B., Duke University, Durham, North Carolina, 1981. 

J. D., Northwestern School of Law, Lewis and Clark College, Portland, 
Oregon, 1984. 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, 
your position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Associate, Dahn & Morrison, 1984-1987 

Partner, Tennyson & Winemiller, 1987-2002 

Circuit Court Judge, Multnomah County, 2002-Present 

 

 



6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission.  

Oregon State Bar, 1984 

United States District Court, District of Oregon, 1984 

 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no 
longer admitted.  

Washington State Bar, 1984—voluntarily resigned because of current 
occupation 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

Co-Editor, Family Law Oregon State Bar 2013 Revision 

 

8) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

In the last several years, I’ve presented on various CLE topics for the 
Multnomah Bar Association, Oregon Women Lawyers, Oregon Law Institute, 
Oregon State Bar, Child Welfare Partnership and the National Council of 
Juvenile and Family Court Judges.   

National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, Trustee 2009 to 
present; Chair of the Family Violence and Domestic Relations Advisory 
Committee, 2011 to present. 

CourtCare Advisory Committee 2004 to present. 

Oregon Judicial Department Security and Emergency Preparedness 
Committee, 2005 to present 

Girl Scouts, Columbia River Council Board of Directors, 1999 to 2005 

Girl Scouts, Columbia River Council Nominating Committee 2005-2007 

Oregon Government Standards and Practices Commission, 1999 to 2002, 
Chair 2001-2002. 

 

 

 

 



9) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal 
practice? Indicate the nature of your typical clients and mention any legal areas in 
which you concentrated. 

Initially, I worked primarily on plaintiff personal injury cases and other civil 
litigation.  As my career progressed, I began to emphasize family law 
matters including representation of parents and children in juvenile 
dependency cases. 

 

10) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Circuit Court Judge, 2002-Present 

 

11) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. 
Indicate the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court 
programs, and any legal areas in which you concentrate. 

I am a member of the Family Law Department.  We are a unified family 
court, meaning that all matters involving one family tend to be handled by 
the same judge.  Each judge in our department is assigned the full range of 
family law matters including dissolution, custody, parenting time, property 
division, juvenile delinquency, juvenile dependency, termination of parental 
rights, domestic violence, support enforcement and probate.  Since January 
2007, I’ve served as the Chief Probate Judge for our department. 

 

12) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

N/A 

 

13) State the approximate number of trials or contested hearings over which you 
have presided as the judicial officer during each of the past five years. Indicate 
roughly how many were jury trials and how many were trials to the court.   

Most family law work involves trials to the court only.  Depending upon the 
assignment I have in a given month, I could be hearing as many as 30 cases 
a day or a trial that may take a week or more. 

 

14) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

No formal experience prior to assuming the bench in 2002. 

 



15) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments. 

See above and: 

Multnomah Bar Association CLE Committee, 2003-2005 and MBA Court 
Liaison Committee, 2000-2002. 

Oregon Women Lawyers Board of Directors, 2005 to 2011. 

Oregon State Bar Juvenile Law Executive Committee, 2002-2005 

Oregon State Bar Civil Procedure and Practice Committee, 1999-2002 

 

16) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

Development of a Guardianship Monitoring Program for adults with 
guardians in Multnomah County to ensure guardian accountability in the 
performance of duties.  This work is on-going and is a collaborative process 
among the Court, lawyers, professional fiduciaries, financial institutions and 
others. 

Oregon Judicial Department State Security and Emergency Preparedness 
Committee, 2005-Present.  This committee works on issues related to court 
security, business continuity plans and emergency planning. 

Multnomah County CourtCare Advisory Board, 2004 to present.  This Board 
assists in the management of the drop in daycare in the main courthouse. 

 

17) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 
was imposed. 

No. 

 

18) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an 
attorney or judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal 
proceedings only. 

No. 

 

 

 



19) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

The opportunity to assist people in solving their legal problems from a 
judicial perspective rather than the perspective of an advocate. 

 

20) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

The Court System is a vital part of our system of government.  The judicial 
branch is meant to provide an independent forum to resolve all types of 
disputes.  A trial judge must be able to apply the law to the facts presented 
by the parties and provide a fair, just and equitable resolution of the 
dispute.  In addition to that technical description, a trial judge must truly 
enjoy people, have a sense of humor and a healthy dose of common sense.  
A trial judge’s decision is only as good as the information presented to that 
judge.  As a result, the greatest challenge to the performance of the job is 
the quality and source of information presented by the litigants.  Litigants 
are hampered in their presentation by many factors including time, money 
and knowledge. 

 

21) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

I will not comment on particular cases or legal issues.  I will say that it is 
incumbent upon those of us working in the legal profession to always 
remember the impact of our actions and decisions upon the lives we touch, 
particularly the children and vulnerable adults, including elders.  

 

25) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

There needs to be more of a coordinated community response to the issue 
of elder financial abuse.  The judicial system is working to assist in 
improving that community response, as well as to provide additional tools 
for improving accountability of legal guardians and caregivers. 

 

23) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire 
and why. 

I admire Justice Sandra Day O’Connor.  She is the first woman appointed to 
the United States Supreme Court.  She led by her example with hard work 
and integrity.   

 



24) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I truly enjoy serving as a trial judge in Multnomah County. 
	  
	  
	  


