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1) Your full name: 

Kathie F. Steele 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 

807 Main Street, Room 304, Oregon City, OR 97045 

 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

N/A 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that 
institution was awarded.  

West Linn High School, West Linn, OR (9/68-1/70), moved 

Columbia River High School, Vancouver, WA (1/70-6/71), diploma 

Stanford University, Stanford, CA ( 9/71-6/72, 9/73-77), BA 

Reed College, Portland, OR (9/72-6/73), Sophomore year only 

Northwestern School of Law at Lewis & Clark College, 1977-1980, JD 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Redman, Carskadon, Knauss & Kelley, 1981-1983, associate, general litigation 

Crist, Stewart, Lowe & Maurer, 1983-1984, associate, general litigation 

Stewart & Steele, PC, 1984-2004, partner, general litigation with emphasis in 
criminal, real property, land use, probate, personal injury and domestic relations 



Kathie F. Steele, PC, 2004-2007, solo practitioner, litigation practice with 
emphasis in criminal defense, domestic relations, probate, estate planning, 
guardianship & conservatorships 

 

6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission.  

Oregon State Bar, 5/1/81 

United States District Court, 5/18/81 

United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, 6/11/81 

 

 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no longer 
admitted.  

N/A 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

N/A 

 

8) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

Coach, West Linn High School mock trial team 2003-10, 2013-14 

ARC (association for Retarded Citizens) member 1983-90, Tri-County Joint 
Council (1986-87), Clackamas County Chair (1985-86), Clackamas County Board of 
Directors (1983-87) 

Clackamas County Mental Health Council member (1990s), Developmental 
Disabilities Subcommittee member (1990-94), MR/DD Training and Technical 
Assistance Steering Committee member (1992-95) 

Elementary, middle and high school speaker on law, legal careers, women 
career/educational opportunities (1993-2009) 

 

 



9) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal practice? 
Indicate the nature of your typical clients and mention any legal areas in which you 
concentrated. 

Most recently before becoming an Oregon State judge, my practice focused on 
criminal defense, domestic relations, probate, estate planning, guardianship & 
conservatorships and municipal law. 

 

10) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Clackamas County Circuit Court, 2007-present 

State of Oregon ProTem Judge, 1997-98, 1986-91 

West Linn Municipal Court Judge, 1998-2007 

Sandy Municipal Court Judge, 1989-1997 

King City Municipal Judge 1988-1993 

ProTem municipal court judge in Canby, Gladstone, King City, Lake Oswego, 
Milwaukie, Molalla, Sandy, Tualatin, West Linn and Wilsonville, 1983-2007 

 

11) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate. 

In the last five years, I have been a general litigation trial court judge for 
Clackamas County presiding over criminal and civil cases.  I have occasionally 
also presided over juvenile dependency and delinquency and probate cases.  I  
have been the Clackamas County Mental Health Court and Adult Drug Court 
specialty court judge since 2011.  Since 2012, I have presided over the HOPE 
court program in Clackamas County as well. 

 

12) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

N/A 

 

 



13) State the approximate number of trials or contested hearings over which you have 
presided as the judicial officer during each of the past five years. Indicate roughly how 
many were jury trials and how many were trials to the court.   

As a general jurisdiction state trial court judge, I preside over trials and contested 
hearings almost every day. I originally had three to four jury trials per month and 
at least, but usually more, bench trials per month. Since the specialty courts 
comprise every Monday and hours during the week, my assigned jury trials are 
less numerous, but the consistency of bench and contested hearing numbers 
remain the same. 

 

14) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

N/A 

 

15) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments. 

Oregon State Bar Association, 1981-present 

 Committee on the Rights of the Handicapped, 1981-86 

 Judicial Administration Committee, 1989-91, 1992-95 

 Joint Committee on Creation of New Judgeships, 1992-94 

 LPRC member, 2000-01 

Clackamas County Bar Association, 1981-present 

 Judicial Selection Committee, 2003-06 

 President, 1992 

 Secretary, 1988 

 CLE Committee, 1984-85  

 

16) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been  

OJD Judicial Conduct Committee, 2012-present 

 



17) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No. 

 

18) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No. 

 

19) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I had been judging since 1983 and wanted to do it full-time.  I am a problem solver 
who also wants all the participants to know they got a “fair shake” by our system 
of justice. 

 

20) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

As a judge, I hope to commit to impartiality, justice and the judicial profession. I 
think this role carries a deep responsibility to our democracy and the public to be 
an efficient manager, sensitive to people and use my common sense.  Although 
the limits of the law and justice sometimes require me to go beyond or not as far 
as current community perceptions, I hope my understanding of the community  
recognizes when taking that step and responds by explaining such actions. 

 

21) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

I am proud of the work I have done in Clackamas County as the Drug Court Judge.  
Helping individuals overcome their drug addictions to become productive and 
law-abiding citizens is very rewarding and hard work (for all involved).  As such, I 
meet with participants weekly and often more frequently to further their recovery 
and  respond appropriately to their successes and failures. 

 

 



22) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

As the Mental Health Court judge, I am especially sensitive to the interaction and 
interplay of the criminal justice system with persons suffering from mental 
illness.  The largest mental health facility should not be our county jail.  Finding 
treatment, medications and/or encouraging  a normal lifestyle for persons who, 
but for their mental illness are committing crimes, is a priority and interest for me. 

 

23) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 

I admire Senior Judge Raymond Bagley who retired several years ago.  He always 
looked for the “right thing” in people and situations, but could make the hard 
choices before him. 

 

24) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I have helped coach a mock trial team (kids participating in a trial as attorneys 
and witnesses) for a local high school for years.  Not only does this give me a 
chance to give back to the community, but allows me to work with kids who are 
doing a good job of becoming law-abiding citizens (sometimes unusual to witness 
in my job). 


