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Oregon State Bar Judicial Voters Guide 2014 

Judicial Candidate Questionnaire: Non-Judge/New Judge Version 

 

Dear Judicial Candidate. Thank you for considering participating in the Oregon State Bar’s 
Judicial Voters Guide 2014. Please note that this version is written for non-judges seeking their 
first judicial office, or for those who have held judicial office for a short time. Thus, the questions 
are more focused on your work prior to becoming a judge. If you feel you have received the 
wrong version, please feel free to contact Kateri Walsh at the OSB. A photo can be attached to 
the completed electronic survey and emailed, or it can be mailed to Kateri Walsh at the OSB. 
The deadline to email the completed questionnaire is March 31, 2014.  

 *Please consider submitting a photo with your questionnaire. 

Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name:  

Thomas Michael Spear Jr. 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 

1345 NW Wall St., Ste 101, Bend, Oregon 97701 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

www.electspearforjudge.com   

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 

degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that 

institution was awarded.  

 

Lewis & Clark Law School, J.D. 1994; 

Santa Clara University, B.S. Chemistry 1984; and 

Hillsboro High School, Hillsboro Oregon 1980. 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 

position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Yamhill County District Attorney’s Office: 1995-2000; Deputy DA, prosecuting 

misdemeanors and domestic violence felony cases. 

Deschutes County District Attorney’s Office 2000-2007; Deputy DA, 

prosecuting felony cases, providing legal advice to law enforcement and 

assisting in criminal investigations, all phases of criminal prosecution.  

Private practice attorney from 2007 through 2010; intellectual property law 

with emphasis on patent prosecution and assisting business with IP matters. 

http://www.electspearforjudge.com/
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Business formation and counseling with an eye toward IP.  Litigation attorney 

for criminal defendants, family law and other civil litigation. 

DeKalb & Associates from 2010 through present; criminal defense, family law, 

civil litigation and patent prosecution. 

2007 to 2014 Circuit Court Judge Pro Tempore 

6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 

presently admitted and the date of admission.  

 

Oregon State Bar, admitted in June of 1995; 

Registered Patent Attorney with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 2004; 

and 

Federal Bar for the U.S. District Court, District of Oregon, admitted 2009. 

 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no 

longer admitted.  

None  

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

None 

 

8) List community, teaching or civic activities.  

 

Coach for Summit High School Mock Trial team for last three years; 

Mentor for the OSB New Lawyer’s Mentoring Program; and 

Soccer and basketball coach for Bend Park and Recreation youth program. 

 

9) What is the general character of your practice? Indicate the nature of your typical 

clients and mention any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

Criminal defense 70% - primarily felony cases, including; measure 11 cases, 

Jessica law cases, three strikes cases, murder cases, drug and all other types 

of felony cases.  Family law, 15% to include; dissolution cases, custody cases 

and domestic partnership cases. Patent or Intellectual Property cases – 

primarily patent application and prosecution, some civil litigation, including 

patent infringement and false arrest claims 

10) What percentage of your practice is litigation?   

90% of my cases involve litigation. 
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11) Do you regularly appear in court?  

Yes, almost daily or at least four days a week. 

 

12) What percentage of your litigation practice in the last five years was in: 

 Federal Trial Courts: 1% 

 Federal Appellate Courts: 0% 

 State Trial Courts: 99% 

 State Appellate Courts: 0% 

 Administrative Bodies: 0% 

 

13) Describe your litigation practice in the last five (5) years and address both the 

courts and types of cases. 

Most of my practice is in State Circuit Courts – primarily criminal defense and 

family law litigation.  I have provided representation in several Federal cases, 

one was for intellectual property law issue (infringement) and the other is 

pending, defense for wrongful arrest. 

14) Describe any appellate court experience not included above. 

None 

 

15) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

None 

 

16) State the approximate number of cases you have tried to conclusion in courts of 

record during each of the past five years (or longer period, if you desire), indicating 

whether you were sole, associate or lead counsel.  

In the last five years I’ve tried to the jury approximately 20 cases as lead and 

sole counsel.  Three as lead with co-counsel and one as secondary with co-

counsel.  All of these cases were in Oregon State Circuit Court. 

I’ve tried approximately four cases – as sole attorney – to the Court, State 

Circuit Court. 
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17) State the approximate number of cases you have handled in state and federal 

appellate courts in the last five years, indicating whether you were lead or co-counsel. 

Include citations of reported cases.  

None 

 

18) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of 

the courts you have served.  

 

From 2007 to 2014 I was appointed by the Oregon Supreme Court as a Circuit 

Court Judge Pro Tem for Deschutes County. 

 

My duties on the bench, include; approximately six to eight hours a month 

presiding over small claims disputes, Forcible Entry and Detainer suits, and 

various violation trials for Deschutes County Circuit Court.  I’ve also serve in 

Harney County as pro tem judge for dissolution case. 

 

19) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments.  

Officer and President of the Deschutes County Bar Association (DCBA) from 

2006 through 2008.  DCBA’s primary function during this period was to 

promote and cultivate better relationships among our members, provide a 

program of CLE’s for members at monthly luncheon’s put on by the DCBA and 

provide a means to communicate local court announcements to our members. 

Officer and President of the J.R. Campbell American Inns of Court – from 2007 

through 2009.  Sponsored monthly dinners to foster closer relationships with 

fellow litigators, local attorneys and the judiciary.  These dinners usually 

included a CLE program. 

Member of the Oregon State Bar House of Delegates in 2008. 

20) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 

state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 

not include or parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 

was imposed.  

No 

 

21) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney? 

If so, please give the particulars and the result. **Include only proceedings that were 

authorized for prosecution by the SPRB.  

No 
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22) Why do you want to be a judge?  

I have a deeply rooted commitment to justice and the law.  I’ve spent the last 

19 years in court advocating on behalf of my clients trying to ensure the 

outcomes were fair and just.  As Judge, my role would be more impactful and 

hopefully, more meaningful.  The Judges role in cases is to ensure parties 

receive a fair and impartial process with an outcome based on the law and the 

facts of the particular case.  I believe the balanced experience I have will 

ensure the process is accomplished in a fair and meaningful manner.  

23) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 

important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role.  

Be fair and impartial, be respectful to the parties, and make rulings that are in 

accordance with the law.  Never compromise my integrity for any case, cause 

or interest.  

Having been a Circuit Court Judge pro tem, I’ve come to appreciate the skill of 

both listening and organizing the case legally at the same time.  In small 

claims cases and landlord tenant disputes, the parties are typically pro se.  

Having pro se parties present and argue cases has taught me how to be a 

better listener and has sharpened my legal skills.  The qualities that have 

served me the best on the bench are my patience, my respect for others and 

my ability to listen carefully to all sides prior to delivering a decision. 

The greatest challenge will be separating myself from the role of advocate to 

the role of judge.    

 

24) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 

particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 

philosophy, or temperament.  

Recently, I litigated a case in which a young man was looking at spending the 

rest of his life in prison, a three strike’s case.  After making numerous 

attempts to resolve the case with opposing counsel, we ended up in a trial.  

Client could not testify due to his prior convictions but the case had several 

facts which cast doubt upon complaining witness’s statements.  This was not 

a complex case but the stakes were tremendous – I was able to effectively 

cross examine the complaining witness and the jury acquitted client.  This 

case best exemplifies my skill as a litigator, my knowledge of the law and my 

commitment to justice. 

25) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that concerns you, or 

that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I have a number of clients who have been referred to me based on my prior 

military service.  I provide pro bono representation to some of these clients or 

identify the correct resources the individual needs to engage with and direct 

them toward such services.  I believe a move towards a Veteran’s court could 

facilitate the appropriate services being directed toward our veterans who 
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find themselves in our court system.  I would like to assist in making this 

happen. 

 

26) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire 

and why. 

Abraham Lincoln.  Long before he became one of our greatest Presidents, 

Lincoln was a great lawyer who was respected for his excellent work, 

especially on behalf of the underdog. 

27) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I’m a former Naval Officer serving from1984 through 1990.  I served as a 

qualified Submarine Naval Officer during this period of time.  My wife and I 

have been married for 18 years and our three children attend public school in 

Bend. 


