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1) Your full name: 

Keith R Raines 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 

145 NE Second, Room 206C, Hillsboro OR 97124 – 503-846-3457 

 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

n/a 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that 
institution was awarded.  

Lewis & Clark Law School  1976  JD 
Lewis & Clark College  1972  BA Economics 
Jesuit High School   1968 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

2001 to present Washington County Circuit Court Judge 
2000-2001  Washington County Circuit Court Judge pro tem 
1979-2001  St Andrew/St Matthew  Legal Clinic  co founder, attorney 
1976-1979  Private practice  

 

6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission.  

Oregon State Bar   1976 
US District Court (Oregon) 1977 
9th Circuit Court of Appeals 1981 



 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no longer 
admitted.  

none 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

Occasional articles for Washington County Bar Association on family law 
practice, recently published article on contempt in Oregon State Bar Family Law 
newsletter, Co authored chapters on paternity and child support in Circuit Court 
Judges Benchbook,  currently rewriting spousal support chapter in Circuit Court 
Judges Benchbook. 

 

8) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

I teach  monthly webinars on family law subjects to Circuit Court Judges 
I just presented at Oregon State Bar Debtor Creditor Section Annual Meeting 
I am a regular legislative consultant on family law matters 
I  am the lead to develop protocols with DHS on family issues as they arise. 
 
I have completed a series of videos for self represented individuals on a variety of 
areas of family law which are accessible on line on the Washington County Courts 
website. 
 
I term limited out  t NAMI Washington County  with 4 yrs as board president 
I am the Board secretary of Birthright of Hillsboro. 
 

9) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal practice? 
Indicate the nature of your typical clients and mention any legal areas in which you 
concentrated. 

My initial private practice included appointed and retained criminal defense, 
personal injury,  real estate, and a collection of hotly contested federal 
employment civil rights cases.  By 1980, I changed focus to family law work for  
lower income families.  I primarily practiced in Multnomah and Washington 
Counties, with some work in Clackamas and occasionally an outlying county.   I 
concentrated in Washington County since 1995. 

 

 



10) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

2001 to present Washington County Circuit Court Judge 
2000-2001 Pro tem Circuit Court Judge handling juvenile, small claims & 

FED on a half-time basis 
1991-2001 Arbitrator for Attorney Fee Dispute Resolution, Regions 4 & 5 

through Oregon State Bar 
1994-1999 Oregon State Bar Disciplinary Board Trial Panel 
1977-1979 OLCC, Administrative Law Judge part time 

 

11) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate. 

I am the Chief Family Law Judge, hearing family law cases primarily, but 
occasionally hearing dispositive criminal motions and civil and criminal court 
trials as I am available.   I am the trial judge for approximately 1600 new family law 
filings each year.  I manage all of the administrative needs of the Support Units of 
the Attorney General and DA as it relates to Court.  I support the juvenile judges 
by taking on cases which they are not able to hear.  I hear one-third  of the FAPA 
applications. 

I have been the juvenile drug court judge for the past 12 years in our Keys to 
Success program.  This includes our MIP & marijuana courts which are designed 
to close the gateway to further drug abuse. 

 I organized, set up, and trained our volunteer pro tem judges [all members of the 
Washington County Bar Association], who hear small claims and contested FAPA 
cases.   I continue to recruit new members as needed. 

I serve on the Executive Committee of the local judges.  We are working on a 
court “re-engineering project designed to improve case management and serve 
the public more effectively with limited resources.  The Executive Committee is 
advisory to the Presiding judge. 

I co-chair the Conciliation Services Advisory Committee. 

I mentor the new family law judges as they come to the team. 

I meet with children during the Kids Turn classes to answer their questions. 

 

12) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

none 



 

13) State the approximate number of trials or contested hearings over which you have 
presided as the judicial officer during each of the past five years. Indicate roughly how 
many were jury trials and how many were trials to the court.   

I have been handling exclusively court or bench trials.  We schedule for 16hours 
per day expecting that most will resolve short of a full trial.  We end up doing a lot 
of limited issue trials where the parties can agree on some issues, but something 
important must still be decided by a judge. 

 

14) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

I serve as a settlement judge as requested by the parties, mediating disputes.   

 

15) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments. 

 
Oregon State Bar 1995-2001 State Lawyers Assistance Committee 
   1992-1994 Judicial Administration Committee 
     Chair 1994 –pushed court consolidation 
 
Washington County Bar  Bench Bar Family Law Committee 
current service   Supplemental Rules Committee as needed 
 

Multnomah County Bar  Local Professional Responsibility Committee 
Past service    Court Liaison Committee 
     Alternative Dispute Committee, Chair 
     Mediation Commision 

 

 

16) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

Currently State Family Law Advisory Committee, which is advisory to the 
Chief Justice in the matters of family law. 

 Chair:  Spousal Support Workgroup, Co-chair: Child Support 
Subcommittee; Past Chair: Guardian ad litem workgroup 

 Circuit Court Judges Association, Chair Family Law Committee 

  



17) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

no 

 

18) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

no 

 

19) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

When I realized that I was more interested in getting to the best result for all 
concerned rather than simply vigorously advocating for my client’s interests, I  
knew I needed to move to the bench. 

 

20) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

I seek to find agreement or accommodation between the parties and only impose 
my views to break through deadlocked positions.   Even then, I hope that 
redirection can lead the parties to see the bigger picture rather than focusing on 
the minutia of the immediate dispute. 

 

21) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 

I have helped litigants come to an understanding that their dispute has harmed 
the children and observed them make a commitment to the children and 
themselves to work together peacefully to co-parent. 

 

22) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

80% of our family law litigants are self represented.  I have been working, and will 
continue to do so,  to provide them educational resources so that the legal 



system is more accessible to them and offers them appropriate results because 
they are knowledgeable and prepared. 

 

23) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 

Abraham Lincoln faced impossible choices, each with its own set of tragic 
consequences, yet he didn’t fail to act.   His actions were based on his spiritual 
values and developing social conscience.   No aspect of his life was easy – 
suffering from personal depression and certain mental health illness in his 
immediate family.  In the end, it was not about himself or glory, but about serving 
people, and through that, serving God. 

 

24) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

My wife and I share five children and three grandchildren between us. 


