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1) Your full name: 

Adam Peterson 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 
 
Jackson County Justice Building 
100 S. Oakdale 
Medford, OR  97501 
(541) 776-7171 

 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

www.judgeadampeterson.com 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that 
institution was awarded.  

Creighton University School of Law, 2003-2006, J.D. 
Willamette University, 1999-2003, B.A. 
Roseburg High School, 1996-1999, Diploma 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Circuit Court Judge, 10/2013 – present 
Special Assistant United States Attorney, Federal District of Oregon, 2012 - 2013 
Jackson County District Attorney’s Office, 08/2006 – 10/2013 

 

6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission.  

Oregon State Bar, admitted September 27, 2006 



 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no longer 
admitted.  

N/A 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

N/A 

 

8) List community, teaching (Continuing Legal Education or otherwise) or civic activities.  

• Jackson County Bar Association: 2006 – Present, President 2010 – 2011 
• Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Jackson County, Board of 

Directors: 2010 – 2013,  Board President, 2013 
• Jackson County Center for Non-Profit Legal Services, Board of Directors: 

2010 – 2013 
• Oregon Campaign for Equal Justice, Advisory Committee: 2010 – Present  
• William V. Deatherage American Inns of Court: 2012 – Present 
• Varsity Football Coach, St. Mary’s High School, Medford, OR: 2010 – 

Present.  Scenic Middle School, Central Point, OR: 2007-2009. 
• Medford Rogue Rotary Club: 2009 – Present 
• Moot Court Coach, St. Mary’s High School, Medford, Oregon: 2013 – 

Present 
• Southern Oregon High-Tech Crimes Task Force: 2010 – 2013  
• Jackson County Community Justice-Southern Oregon Sex Offender 

Network: 2008 – 2013 
• Jackson County Child Abuse Multi-Disciplinary Team: 2008 – 2013 
• Jackson County Community Family Court Federal Grant Advisory 

Committee: 2008 – Present 
• Rogue Community College Reserve Law Enforcement Officers Academy, 

Instructor: 2008 – 2013 
• Jackson County Juvenile Court Advisory Committee: 2008 – 2010 
• Jackson County Community Gang Task Force: 2008 – 2012 
• Medford Area Drug and Gang Enforcement Task Force: 2010 – 2012 
• Oregon State Bar, Juvenile Law Section Executive Committee: 2008 – 2010 

 

 

 



9) Prior to your becoming a judge, what was the general character of your legal practice? 
Indicate the nature of your typical clients and mention any legal areas in which you 
concentrated. 

Prior to becoming a Circuit Court Judge, I served as a Deputy District Attorney for 
the Jackson County District Attorney’s Office.  In my time as a Deputy District 
Attorney, I had the pleasure of serving the people of Jackson County in a number 
of important positions in the area of civil, criminal, and juvenile law. I began my 
career as a prosecutor handling the creation, modification, and enforcement of 
child support orders for parents in need.  Working in this capacity gave me 
significant experience in the area of domestic relations law and a solid foundation 
handling both civil and criminal cases. 

Furthermore, during my career as a prosecutor, I acquired extensive experience 
in the area of juvenile law, litigating both delinquency and dependency cases. As 
a deputy district attorney assigned to handle juvenile cases I worked closely with 
the courts, opposing counsel, the juvenile department, and DHS-Child Welfare to 
act in the best interests of the community, the youth(s), and families in question.  
During this time I formed a strong belief in the important role treatment courts 
and cooperation with community partners can play in obtaining favorable 
outcomes.   

Moreover, during my career as a Deputy District Attorney, I prosecuted a wide 
range of criminal matters. I was assigned to the Southern Oregon High-Tech 
Crimes Task Force (SOHTCTF), a local/federal task force responsible for 
investigating and prosecuting technology-facilitated crimes, including crimes 
against children, white-collar crime, intellectual property theft, and computer 
intrusions.  In this capacity, I also served as a Special Assistant United States 
Attorney which allowed me to prosecute criminal cases in both state and federal 
court.  My assignments while at the District Attorney’s Office included 
prosecuting complex Measure 11 felonies primarily in the areas of physical and 
sexual abuse of children, homicide, arson, and gang-related crimes. 

 

10) List your judicial experience, including as a pro tem, and/or service on an 
administrative tribunal, or justice, municipal, tax, circuit, or appellate court. 

Jackson County Circuit Court Judge  

 

 

 

 



11) Describe the general character of your judicial work over the past five years. Indicate 
the nature of the cases over which you preside, any specialty courts or court programs, 
and any legal areas in which you concentrate. 

In my time as a Circuit Court Judge I have presided over both criminal and civil 
cases, specifically in the area of domestic relations.   

In criminal cases, I handle a wide range of legal matters including arraignments 
and criminal motions such as motions to suppress and motions in limine.  I also 
review search warrants and preside over misdemeanor and felony criminal trials. 

In civil law, I handle a docket comprised of requests for protective orders 
(restraining orders, stalking orders, and elder abuse protective orders), 
landlord/tenant cases, and civil mental health commitment hearings.  The primary 
focus of my work in civil law is in the area of domestic relations case where I 
handle divorces, child custody matters, and adoptions. 

 

12) Describe any judicial experience in appellate courts not included above. 

N/A 

 

13) State the approximate number of trials or contested hearings over which you have 
presided as the judicial officer during each of the past five years. Indicate roughly how 
many were jury trials and how many were trials to the court.   
 
2013 
Total – 13 
Jury Trials – 1 
Bench Trials – 12 
 
2014 
Total – 18 
Jury Trials – 3 
Bench Trials – 15 
 

14) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

In my capacity as a Circuit Court Judge, I am called upon by attorneys to hold 
settlement conferences where I work with the attorneys and their clients to 
mediate cases before the Court, primarily in domestic relations cases.   

 

 



15) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments. 

• Jackson County Bar Association: 2006 – Present, President 2010 – 2011 
• Oregon State Bar, Juvenile Law Section Executive Committee: 2008 – 2010 

 

16) Describe any bar association or judicial department committees, task forces, or 
special projects in which you have been involved. 

 
• Jackson County Community Family Court Federal Grant Advisory 

Committee: 2008 – Present 
• Jackson County Juvenile Court Advisory Committee: 2008 – 2010 
• Oregon State Bar, Juvenile Law Section Executive Committee: 2008 – 2010 

(Recipient of the OSB Juvenile Law Section Award of Excellence, 2010) 
• Worked on special project to update and create informative handouts for 

pro se clients appearing in Jackson County Circuit Court in domestic 
relation, landlord/tenant and small claims cases. 

• Member of various standing committees including Jackson County Public 
Safety Committee and Jackson County Criminal Docket Improvement 
Committee. 
 

17) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not 
include parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was 
imposed. 

No 

 

18) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney or 
judge? If so, please give the particulars and the result. Include formal proceedings only. 

No 

 

19) What attracted you to a judicial career? 

I was attracted to a career as a judge because I see our judicial system as the 
place where all people can seek fair and honest resolution to their legal disputes.  
Serving as a Circuit Court Judge gives me the opportunity to help hard-working 
members of my community obtain justice in an impartial and effective manner.  

 

 



20) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role. 

 
I believe the role of a judge is to resolve disputes fairly by impartially applying the 
law to the evidence presented in court.  A judge should follow the law, not make 
law.  A judge should treat the parties appearing before them with respect by 
giving each matter their unbiased consideration under the law and maintaining a 
courtroom where civility is upheld and justice is preserved.  
Our system of government and community safety hinges on the important role 
judges play.  The duty of a judge is to be a fair arbitrator of justice for all parties 
that appear in their court.  The judge holds the critical role of creating and 
maintaining a venue where citizens feel they can fairly address their grievances.  
If the public’s belief in the impartiality and value of our courts is lost, then our 
system of checks and balances, along with community safety, is in jeopardy. 
 
Currently, one of the greatest challenges in the judicial system is how the role of 
a judge is being forced to change. In today’s climate of budget shortfalls, judges 
are having to serve as a hub in the community connecting citizens in need with 
the governmental and community organizations that can address those needs.  
Judges are having to assist the public by facilitating a justice system that does 
not simply hear cases and render judgment, but also administers court services, 
like treatment courts and family law court facilitator programs, that seek to keep 
the judicial system fair and accessible to all parties or address underlying 
systemic issues that cause many parties to continually be before the court.  
  

21) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament. 
 
My work in the area of technology-facilitated crimes has afforded me the ability to 
bring a unique and necessary set of skills to the Jackson County Circuit Court.  
My expertise in this area, especially in technology-related search and seizure and 
evidence law, has been recognized throughout the state, as evidenced by 
invitations to speak to legal and community organizations, including the Oregon 
Judicial Conference and the International Association of Computer Forensic 
Investigative Specialists annual conference.  As a Circuit Court Judge, I bring a 
much needed understanding to the bench of the critical intersection between 
technology and the law.  This intersection plays a pivotal role in many of the 
cases the court currently sees on its docket and will increasingly see far into the 
future. 
 
 
 
 



22) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that is of particular 
interest or concern to you, or that you have interest in working toward improving.    

I believe two of the biggest issues facing Oregon’s justice system are the 
increasing prevalence of persons dealing with mental health issues entering the 
criminal justice system and the constant struggle of providing equal access to 
justice to all people who come before the court. 

In Jackson County the criminal justice system has become the default 
governmental body tasked with maintaining community safety when it comes to 
persons dealing with serious mental health issues.  As other bodies of 
government have lost funding or shifted their priorities, the justice system has 
become the repository for those dealing with daily mental health crises.  As these 
individuals suffer from a lack of treatment and medication, they find themselves 
committing crimes or being civilly committed.   

Currently, the Jackson County Circuit Court has little to offer this population and 
lacks the tools to properly address the community’s safety concerns.  As it 
presently stands, many of these individuals find themselves in a constant “catch 
and release” cycle where they commit crimes and are arrested, only to be 
released from jail due to overcrowding at which point they return to the 
community only to commit new crimes.  Our community is in dire need of new 
ways to address this issue.  I believe the development of a mental health court 
that can put requirements in place under terms of probation and then monitor 
these individuals is an essential piece in keeping citizens of Jackson County safe 
and facilitating a healthy and fair justice system. 

Secondly, the court continues to struggle, especially in the area of domestic 
relations cases, with providing equal access to justice for all parties.  
Increasingly, more and more people are unable to afford the services of a lawyer 
and are unable to obtain assistance from the already overburdened local legal aid 
office.  These parties are then left to navigate the complex and challenging 
intricacies of a family law case on their own.  As is to be expected, these 
individuals find themselves before the court at a great disadvantage to opposing 
parties who have obtained the service of an attorney.  The court is then charged 
with maintaining a fair and equitable court experience with two parties who are 
inherently unequal due to a lack of legal counsel. 

 

23) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 

I have always been particularly partial to the character of Atticus Finch in the 
novel To Kill a Mockingbird.  This fictional depiction of a small-town country 
lawyer embodies all of the ideals I feel lies at the heart of a true and just officer of 
the court. 

 



24) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

For more information and a list of endorsements, please visit 
www.judgeadampeterson.com. 


