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Candidate Questions: 

1) Full name: 

Ballot name:  Randy Miller 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 

PO Box 1462, Bend OR 97709 

(541) 678-2246 

 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

www.randymillerforjudge.com   |   www.facebook.com/randymillerforjudge  

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that 
institution was awarded.  
	  

• Willamette University College of Law, Juris Doctor degree (2004) 
 

• Linfield College, Bachelor of Science degree in business management, 
magna cum laude (1999) 

 
• Oregon Board of Public Safety Standards and Training (Police 

Academy), (1995) 
 

• United States Marine Corps: Sgt, Combat Veteran, decorated with Navy 
Unit Citation for “exceptionally meritorious service” in Southwest Asia; 
Operations in Desert Storm / Somalia. (1989 – 1995) 

• Lake Oswego High School, Lake Oswego, Oregon (1988) 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  
	  



• Independent Practice Trial Attorney, Specializing in Civil Business / 
Individual Rights Matters (March 2012 – current). 

 
• Attorney, Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt (2004 – March, 2012), a large 

Pacific Northwest civil law firm with locations in Portland, Bend, Salem, 
Seattle and Vancouver.  

Successful representation of businesses and individuals in commercial, real 
estate, land use, construction, estate, civil and other individual rights 
litigation matters in state and federal jurisdictions, at mediation, arbitration 
and trial. 

 

6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are 
presently admitted and the date of admission.  
	  
Oregon State Bar (2004) 
 
United States District Court, District of Oregon (2004) 
 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no 
longer admitted.  

None 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

Authored numerous articles for local publications, generally with an emphasis 
on construction and land-use laws. Authored curriculum and course material 
approved by the State of Oregon Construction Contractor’s Board in support of 
continuing education courses. I teach licensed construction professionals 
concerning contract, real estate and construction law issues and new 
legislation. 

 

8) List community, teaching or civic activities.  

In addition to teaching continuing education courses State of Oregon 
Construction Contractor’s Board: 2013 President of Central Oregon Builder’s 
Association; past director for the internationally recognized non-profit Crystal 
Peaks Youth Ranch; Bend Chamber “Leadership Bend” graduate; Special 
Olympics volunteer; and multi-year Park & Rec. girls softball and basketball 
coach.  

Financial Contributions Include: Bend Area Habitat for Humanity; Humane 
Society of Central Oregon; the Education Foundation for Bend-La Pine Schools; 
Deschutes Children Foundation; Wounded Warrior Project; Honor Flight; 
Central Oregon Veterans Outreach; and the Redmond Veterans Memorial Wall.  



In 2010, Cascade Business News formally recognized me for my community 
service and accomplishments. I was COBA Associate Member of the Year in 
2009, and again in 2013.  

 

9) What is the general character of your practice? Indicate the nature of your typical 
clients and mention any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

With a dedicated civil litigation practice, I represent businesses and 
individuals in commercial, construction, real estate land use and individual 
rights matters in state and federal jurisdictions, at mediation, arbitration and 
trial. 

10) What percentage of your practice is litigation?  
	  
Approximately 90 percent is litigation.  
 
The remaining 10% is transactional, including contract review, drafting and 
negotiations.  

 

11) Do you regularly appear in court?  

Yes.  As a civil litigator, I regularly appear in court on a wide variety of 
matters, including: complex federal court inverse condemnation and civil 
rights matters; other eminent domain matters; estate disputes; various real 
estate, residential and commercial construction disputes; timber trespass; 
business divorce; personal injury and product liability disputes for 
institutional clients. 

12) What percentage of your litigation practice in the last five years was in: 

 Federal Trial Courts: 1% 

 Federal Appellate Courts: After receiving a favorable jury verdict in a 
complex federal court inverse condemnation and civil rights action, the matter 
was twice appealed to and affirmed by the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. 

 State Trial Courts: 97 % 

 State Appellate Courts: Less than 1%. 

 Administrative Bodies: Including resolution of Construction Contractor’s 
Board disputes, approximately 1%. 

 

13) Describe your litigation practice in the last five (5) years and address both the 
courts and types of cases. 

See 11, above. 



 

14) Describe any appellate court experience not included above. 

Apart from above, N/A. 

 

15) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

I’ve successfully represented clients in arbitrations and mediations. I look 
forward to transitioning from litigator to decision maker. 

 

16) State the approximate number of cases you have tried to conclusion in courts of 
record during each of the past five years (or longer period, if you desire), indicating 
whether you were sole, associate or lead counsel.  

As a full time civil litigator for a large, multi-state law firm, I was pleased to 
earn the trust and confidence of my numerous partners who routinely enlisted 
my help to litigate their clients’ matters.  

Nearly all the cases I’ve worked on are regularly scheduled for trial – some to 
the bench, and some to a jury. I’ve tried cases and discreet issues to the court 
and to a jury. Given that many of these cases involve complex issues with 
inherently more cost and risk associated with trial, they often resolve 
beforehand because of significant preparation, appropriate motion practice, 
and the judicious use of alternative dispute resolution methods. 
 
Over the years, I’ve enjoyed sole, lead and co-counsel roles in litigation 
matters throughout Oregon courts, including: 
 
Baker County Circuit Court 
Crook County Circuit Court 
Deschutes County Circuit Court 
Jackson County Circuit Court 
Jefferson County Circuit Court 
Lake County Circuit Court 
Multnomah County Circuit Court 

Polk County Circuit Court 
Wasco County Circuit Court 
Washington County Circuit Court 
Wheeler County Circuit Court 
Oregon District Bankruptcy Court 
US District Court of Oregon

 

 

17) State the approximate number of cases you have handled in state and federal 
appellate courts in the last five years, indicating whether you were lead or co-counsel. 
Include citations of reported cases.  
	  

See 12, above.  



	  

18) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of 
the courts you have served.  

N/A 

 

19) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments.  

Oregon State Bar, member in good standing.  

 

20) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, 
state, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do 
not include or parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 
was imposed.  

No.  

To the contrary, after serving our country as a Marine combat veteran, I 
continued serving as a local police officer and graduate of Oregon’s Board of 
Public Safety Standards and Training. 

 

21) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney? 
If so, please give the particulars and the result. **Include only proceedings that were 
authorized for prosecution by the SPRB.  

No. 

 

22) Why do you want to be a judge?  
	  
Service is important to me. I served in combat as a United States Marine, and 
later as a police officer. As a lawyer, becoming a judge is the most honorable, 
sincere and meaningful way I wish to continue serving my community.  

I understand and respect my duty to provide a fair and impartial judicial 
process, without regard for outside influence, public opinion, or preference for 
one policy over another. I know that every day, in every case, I’ll have the 
opportunity – the responsibility – to deliver justice by making decisions. I 
know from experience that I’m at my best when entrusted by others to 
perform in this way. I have the legal ability, good judgment, character, 
integrity, work ethic and energy to achieve the high standards we expect from 
members of our judiciary. 

 

23) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most 
important for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role.  



	  

	  
Judges are impartial decision-makers in the pursuit of justice. Important 
attributes include:  
 

• Legal ability and Good Judgment: I have the intellectual capacity and 
good judgment to interpret and apply established legal principles to factual 
situations and to communicate, in speech and in writing, the reasoning behind 
a legal conclusion.   

• Character, Integrity: I possess the character and integrity to make 
decisions based on the facts of a case and the law, without regard for 
personal prejudices, personalities and partisan political influences. 

• Judicial Temperament: I have the patience, open-mindedness, courtesy, 
tact, firmness, understanding, compassion and humility needed to reach and 
deliver the right decision.  

• Record of Service: Mine demonstrates my understanding of and 
commitment to the duty judges are sworn to uphold.  

• Administrative ability: I possess the skills necessary to maintain a timely, 
efficient docket, without sacrificing the needs of individual citizens or their 
lawyers. 

• Desire To Improve The Quality Of Justice. I have the energy, work ethic 
and passion to join our judges in their considerable effort to find ways of 
delivering justice more efficiently, more affordably and to every person – 
particularly those who are low income or unrepresented.  

 

I know from talking with judges that resisting insularity is important. It takes 
dedicated effort to maintain compassion for the litigants we serve, while at 
the same time deciding issues without regard for outside influence, public 
opinion, or preference for one policy over another. I have the requisite 
understanding, energy, work ethic, and passion for people to maintain this 
balance. 

 

24) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial 
philosophy, or temperament.  
	  
My partner and I jointly prosecuted to jury verdict a complex weeklong 
federal court inverse condemnation and civil rights action, obtaining the entire 
prayer for relief for our client. The case was years in the making, and the 
jury’s verdict was twice affirmed by the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals.   
 
On the merits, evidence was presented to the jury which demonstrated: a 
constitutional taking occurred requiring payment of just compensation; and 
our clients civil rights were violated because the county defendant treated 
similarly situated persons differently, showed animus against our client, and 
acted arbitrarily. In addition to presenting constitutional questions, we 
successfully educated the jurors about land-use, real estate, construction, and 
other pertinent law, all of which supported their award in excess of a million 
dollars. See the unpublished 9th Circuit Court of Appeals opinion Molony v. 
Crook County, No. 09-35624 (May 27, 2011).  



	  

 
The complexity of law, the plaintiff involved – a Vietnam veteran with physical 
disabilities, – the detailed facts that occasioned the issues and the jury verdict 
all contribute to an incredibly meaningful, scholarly experience I am proud of. 
My client is a friend, and supporter today. That means everything. 

 

25) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that concerns you, or 
that you have interest in working toward improving.    

Access to justice matters. Lack of access to justice is a serious concern.  

With passion, I will join our judges in their considerable effort to provide 
lower income and unrepresented persons with equal access to court for fair 
and efficient dispute resolution.  

 

26) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire 
and why. 
	  
John Schwabe of the “Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt” firm served our country 
in combat as a US Marine during World War II, winning two Silver Stars in the 
Pacific. After his service, Mr. Schwabe graduated from Ohio State University 
Law School, and developed a practice focused on antitrust, securities and 
exchange, condemnation, contract and general business litigation. I had the 
privilege of meeting Mr. Schwabe before he passed, and working for ten years 
directly with and learning from his protégé Joe Willis (a Navy veteran) on 
condemnation, land use and related matters. Mr. Schwabe’s record for serving 
others inspires me.  

Similarly, I reflect upon my grandfather, Robert S. Miller, who graduated from 
the University of Oregon law school in 1939. In January 1948, he earned a 
partnership at what was then King, Wood, Miller & Anderson. That firm is 
better known today as “Miller Nash.” My grandfather practiced law until he 
passed away in 1988. I often think of my grandfather’s great character and 
integrity as I practice from his desk in my office. 

27) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  
	  
I am uniquely qualified and prepared to decide matters before the court. As a 
Marine combat veteran and police officer, I personally understand the role 
first responders play in keeping a community safe, and their simultaneous 
duty to protect the constitutional rights of those stopped, detained and 
charged. As a police officer and attorney, I have experience resolving 
domestic matters and understand these cases and their impact on families. 
And, as an experienced, dedicated civil litigation attorney I am ready now to 
decide the wide variety of such matters, which – in this election – will 
continue the rich tradition of practice diversity within our judiciary.  
 

Endorsements: 
 



	  

• Judicial: Oregon Supreme Court Justice W. Michael Gillette (ret. 2010); 
Washington County Circuit Court Judge Andrew R. Erwin; Washington County 
Circuit Court Judge D. Charles Bailey.  

• Law Enforcement: Robert Dent, Oregon State Police (ret.); Crime Victims 
United Of Oregon; Oregon Anti-Crime Alliance PAC. 

• Attorneys: Greg Hendrix; Lisa Bertalan; Neil Bryant; Heather (Hepburn) 
Hansen; Joe Willis; Tom Triplett; Tia Lewis; Tim Williams.  

• Deschutes County Commissioners: Alan Unger; Tammy Baney; Tony 
DeBone.  

• Mayors: Ken Mulenex (La Pine); George Endicott (Redmond).  
• City Councilors: Ginny McPherson (Redmond); McKibben Womack 

(Sisters); Scott Ramsay (Bend); Victor Chudowsky (Bend).  
• Business Owners: Lyle Hicks (Jake's Diner); Craig Moore; Charley Miller; 

Todd Taylor; Gregory Ginsburg DDM; Shawn Clark DVM.   
• Community Leaders: Troy & Kim Meeder; Drew Price. 


