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1) Full name: 

Ricardo J. Menchaca 

 

2) Office Address and Phone Number: 

Juvenile Services Building 

222 North First Avenue  

Hillsboro, OR 97124 

 

3) Web site (if applicable):  

N/A 

 

4) List high school, college and law school attended, including dates of attendance, 
degrees awarded and your reasons for leaving each school if no degree from that institution 
was awarded.  

Douglas McKay High School, 1984-1988 – H.S. Diploma 

Oregon State University, 1993-1995 – B.A., Cum Laude, Political Science 

Thomas M. Cooley School – 1996-1999 

 

5) List employment since graduation from law school, including dates employed, your 
position and the nature of the practice or activity.  

Bertoni and Todd, Associate Attorney (Juvenile Law) – 2000-2001 

Metropolitan Public Defender, Trial Attorney (Criminal Law) – 2001-2007 

Oregon Department of Justice, Assistant Attorney General (Post-Conviction Relief, 
and Inmate Civil Rights Claims) - 2007-2008 

Smith Freed and Eberhard, Trial Attorney, (Insurance Defense) 2008-2009 



Zurich American Insurance Company, Trial Attorney (In - House Counsel), 2009-2011 

Private Practice, Solo Practitioner, (Criminal, Civil, Family and Juvenile Law) 2011-
2013 

Washington County Circuit Court Judge – 2013 to Present 

 

 6a) List state and federal bars, courts and administrative bodies to which you are presently 
admitted and the date of admission.  

Oregon State Bar – 2000 to Present  

Washington State Bar – 2008 to Present (Inactive Status)  

U.S. Federal Court, District of Oregon, 2000 to Present 

 

6b) List any previous admissions, including dates, and the reason why you are no longer 
admitted.  

N/A 

 

7) List publications and/or articles you have authored.  

Juvenile Law Handbook (co-author[s]), 2001 

 

8) List community, teaching or civic activities.  

Former adjunct Criminal Law Professor, Portland Community College 

Member, Board of Directors, Bag and Baggage Theatre Company, Hillsboro, Oregon 

Member, Board of Directors, Oregon Hispanic Bar Association  

 

9) What is the general character of your practice? Indicate the nature of your typical clients 
and mention any legal areas in which you concentrate.  

Currently a Washington County Circuit Court Judge, Juvenile Court – Hillsboro, OR 

 

 



10) What percentage of your practice is litigation?  

100% 

 

11) Do you regularly appear in court?  

Yes 

 

12) What percentage of your litigation practice in the last five years was in: 

 Federal Trial Courts:  

 Federal Appellate Courts:  

 State Trial Courts: 100% 

 State Appellate Courts: 

 Administrative Bodies:  

 

13) Describe your litigation practice in the last five (5) years and address both the courts 
and types of cases. 

As an attorney, I practiced a wide variety of specialties including juvenile, criminal, 
family and civil law.   

As a sitting circuit court judge, I handle juvenile dependency and delinquency cases 
almost exclusively.   

 

14) Describe any appellate court experience not included above. 

N/A 

 

15) Describe any experience serving as an arbitrator or mediator. 

N/A 

 



16) State the approximate number of cases you have tried to conclusion in courts of record 
during each of the past five years (or longer period, if you desire), indicating whether you 
were sole, associate or lead counsel.  

N/A 

 

17) State the approximate number of cases you have handled in state and federal appellate 
courts in the last five years, indicating whether you were lead or co-counsel. Include 
citations of reported cases.  

N/A 

 

18) List any experience you have as a pro tem or municipal judge, and the names of the 
courts you have served.  

N/A 

 

19) List all bar association memberships, offices held and committee assignments.  

See Above 

 

20) Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any federal, state, 
county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not include 
or parking offenses or traffic violations for which a fine of less than $500 was imposed.  

No 

 

21) Have you ever been the subject of a formal disciplinary proceeding as an attorney? If 
so, please give the particulars and the result. **Include only proceedings that were 
authorized for prosecution by the SPRB.  

No 

 

 

 

 



22) Why do you want to be a judge?  

As a sitting circuit court judge, I enjoy the challenge of helping people from all walks 
of life in times of need. I also enjoy the profound responsibility of being a public 
servant. I am dedicated to following the law, but doing so with a sense of 
compassion.  

 

23) Briefly describe your philosophy of the judicial role, the qualities that are most important 
for the role, and the greatest challenges to the role.  
 
I approach each day with a sense of responsibility, and strive to treat all litigants 
who appear in my courtroom with respect and dignity. I am committed to upholding 
the law, but always with a sense of compassion for each and every party to a case.   
 

24) Briefly describe a case, or a legal issue on which you worked, of which you are 
particularly proud, or which is reflective of your legal ability, work ethic, judicial philosophy, 
or temperament.  

I was a practicing attorney for nearly 13 years with a diverse practice. Therefore, it’s 
difficult to single out one issue. However, I am most proud of the fact that I have 
been part of the evolution of juvenile law. In recent years, both the state and federal 
government have taken numerous steps to improve juvenile law services. As a 
juvenile court judge, I am privileged to be a part of the improvement process.   

 

25) Briefly describe an issue, related to Oregon's justice system, that concerns you, or that 
you have interest in working toward improving.    

I am concerned about Oregon’s access to justice. The cost of litigation in any type 
of case is enormous, and unfortunately, many people involved in the justice system, 
simply can’t afford legal representation. I have an interest in working collaboratively 
with the legal community towards a workable solution.  

 

26) Briefly describe a legal figure, personal, fictional or historical, whom you admire and 
why. 

The simple answer is that I admire my Mother and late Father. They both taught me 
the value of hard work, and dedication. They also taught me that if you approach 
everyday life with honesty and sincerity, most things (however big or small) tend to 
work themselves out.   

 

 



27) State any other information that you regard as pertinent to your candidacy.  

I am truly honored to serve the citizens of Washington County as a circuit court 
judge. I hope to continue to do so for many years to come.  


